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Quick-thinking 

BUS I 
LIFE! 


hero steps in as youngster starts choking 

DRIVER SAVES 
OF LITTLE GIRL 



Happy ending - Little Evie-Mai with hero bus driver Steven Welsh, her big brother Lewis-Ethan, mother Charlotte and father Steven 


Report by Megan Archer 


“I JUST felt panic. I thought 
I’d lost my daughter, I thought 
she was gone.” 

These are the words of a distraught 
father who said there was ‘not 
enough thanks in the world’ that he 
could give to Walsall bus driver Ste¬ 
ven Welsh, after he saved his baby 
daughter from choking to death. 

Carpenter Steve Hatfield, aged 30, stopped 
his car in the middle of the road by the town’s 
Tesco store when he noticed 17-month-old Ev¬ 
ie-Mai had ‘gone blue’ and ‘was lifeless’. 

He jumped out the car and panicked, shout¬ 
ing for help, gaining the attention of 37-year- 
old Mr Welsh who had just pulled out of the 
National Express depot behind Mr Hatfield’s 
vehicle, in the Number 29 bus for Bloxwich. 

The bus driver, who lives in Bentley, and has 
worked for National Express for 20 years, said: 
“The dad dragged his daughter out of the seat. 

“She was all limp, I could see there was a 
problem. She was all grey, she had obviously 
choked on something. 

Clenched 

“The dad was panicking and crying and 
screaming. I banged on her back but nothing 
happened, asked if he had cleared her airways 
but he said her teeth were clenched together. 

“She was nearly dead. I thought, this baby 
is going to die. I gave it one last chance and 
thought I’d try and make her sick. So I put my 
fingers down her throat, and pulled her tongue 
out. 

“Then she came round, and started whim¬ 
pering.” 

Father-of-two Mr Welsh admitted he had no 
first aid training at all, and acted on ‘instinct’. 

He said: “I have two little kids myself, they 
turn seven and five in May. 

“It happened to my son a few years ago - he 
choked. And I felt really bad then like the dad 
must have this time. It’s worse when it’s your 
own.” 

After a trip to hospital, it was discovered that 
Evie-Mai suffered from a febrile convulsion, a 
seizure associated with a high body tempera¬ 
ture but without any serious underlying health 
issue. They most commonly occur in children 
between the ages of six months and five years. 

A relieved Mr Hatfield said: “I just felt panic. 


I thought I’d lost her, and that she was gone. 
The driver didn’t have to stop to help but he 
did, he could have driven past. If he hadn’t 
have stopped I really do think my daughter 
would be dead. 

“There’s not enough thanks I could have 
given him in the world.” 

Mr Hatfield, with his partner and Evie-Mai’s 
mother Charlotte Millington, have since been 
back to visit Mr Welsh at the Walsall depot. 

Charlotte, 30, a former nursery nurse, said: 


“If it wasn’t for the bus driver then I don’t like 
to think what could have happened. Me and 
Steve both feel like just saying thank you isn’t 
enough. 

“We’ve been thinking about him all the time. 
I was at home when it happened and it made 
me feel sick. 

“I just kept thinking she doesn’t have her 
special blanket, when she’s upset that is all 
she wants. Doctors said nothing could have 
prevented it. She’s never had a fit before but 


apparently it could happen again.” Thankfully, 
little Evie-Mai is back to her normal self, enjoy¬ 
ing playing with her big brother Lewis-Ethan, 
six, and watching her favourite television show 
Waffle the Wonder Dog. 

Tom Stables, managing director of National 
Express West Midlands, said: “Everybody at 
National Express is very proud of Steven. He 
didn’t hesitate to help, he stayed calm and did 
the right thing. What a hero for saving baby 
Evie’s life.” 


REGENERATION 

Work starts on 
£7.8m revamp 

WORK has started on a multi-million devel¬ 
opment to transform Walsall town centre. 

Contractors have moved onto the 
Wisemore Central site, adjacent to Tesco 
Extra, to start the project. It will see a 
60-bedroom Travelodge Hotel, a McDon¬ 
ald’s fast food restaurant and a further 
15,000 sq ft of leisure and retail premises 
built in the town. 

The £7.8 million development will be 
complete by the end of the year. It will 
transform the current derelict site - gener¬ 
ating between 100 and 120 jobs. Financial 
support for the redevelopment has come 
from the West Midlands Combined Author¬ 
ity’s Collective Investment Fund which has 
provided £6.9m of investment. 

Simon Neilson, executive director for 
economy and environment at Walsall 
Council, said: “It is fantastic news that 
construction is now under way on the 
Wisemore Central scheme - continuing 
the momentum of Walsall’s regeneration.” 

Also signed up to the project are Explore 
Learning, GDK and Costa, with a further 
unit to let. The scheme is expected to gen¬ 
erate a mixture of full and part-time posts. 

The development will fit in with the 
£400m ‘Gigaport’ scheme. 

CRIME 

Policing concerns 
after stab attack 

FEARS have been raised over the pres¬ 
sures facing policing after a man was 
stabbed in Darlaston. Labour Councillor 
Doug James has voiced concerns over po¬ 
licing levels. 

A man was found with a stab wound to 
his chest in Dangerfield Lane on April 4 at 
around 4.40pm. The Midlands Air Ambu¬ 
lance was called to take him to hospital. 
His injuries were not described as serious. 

Councillor James, who represents Dar¬ 
laston South on Walsall Council, said: 
“There have been concerns in Darlaston 
about the level of policing for some time. 
West Midlands Police have asked for a vol¬ 
unteer army of people to fulfil their roles. 
This is an issue which concerns me greatly 
- I can’t see how volunteers can take the 
role of tackling knife-wielding yobs.” 


INSIDE 


BROTHERS WORK 
IT OUT TO HIT 100 



abbey blinds abbey curtains abbey cushions 



WE MANUFACTURE, 
SUPPLY & FIT 
Curtains • Cushions 
Perfect Fit - Intu 
Vertical - Venetian 
Blackout - Roman 
Roller - Pleated 
Conservatory Blinds 


abbey blinds 

25-28 Elmore Green Road 

Bloxwich 
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www.blind8byabbey.oo.uk 
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Carpetright says it will shut store 


STRUGGLING retailer Carpetright has an¬ 
nounced it is closing its Walsall store amid plans to 
axe hundreds of jobs across the country. 

The company has unveiled plans to shut another 
81 shops - including the store at the Broad walk 
Retail Park, at Merry Hill shopping centre, in Staf¬ 
ford and Lichfield - under a sweeping restructure 
which will see 300 job roles lost. 

The chain said that 92 sites had been earmarked 
for closure from the end of September - although 
11 have already stopped trading. 

The rent on another 113 is set to be slashed 
under the company voluntary arrangement (CVA) 
proposals being put to landlords. 

It said it hopes to relocate staff where possible. 


The group - which employs nearly 2,700 staff in 
total at 409 sites - also confirmed an investor cash- 
call to raise around £60m through a rights issue 
to put the company on a firmer financial footing. 

The details came as it revealed a “technical 
breach” of its banking arrangements, but the 
group said it was taking action to address this and 
ensure it is amended for the future. 

Carpetright chief executive Wilf Walsh said: 
“These tough but necessary actions will enable us 
to address the burden of a legacy UK property es¬ 
tate consisting of too many poorly located stores 
on unsustainable rents, and are essential if we are 
to restore our profitability and deliver a successful 
turnaround. 


“We will remain in close contact with all col¬ 
leagues to keep them fully informed as we move 
through this process.” 

Stores in Birmingham city centre, Stechford and 
Telford are also on the list. 

Carpetright said planned closures would not af¬ 
fect customers with all orders to be fulfilled either 
by the original store or a neighbouring Carpetright 
where necessary. 

Shares in Carpetright tumbled more than 23 per 
cent at one stage after details of the proposals and 
rights issue. The firm said trading had remained 
‘difficult’ since its last update on March 1, with the 
group continuing to expect a small underlying loss 
for the year to April 28. 


Joel's charity raises 
£l45k in two years 


THE Smile For Joel charity has 
marked two years in existence - 
and revealed it has raised more 
than £145,000 since its inception. 

It was set up in memory of three 
terror victims from the Black Coun¬ 
try, Saddlers fans Joel Richards, Adri¬ 
an Evans and Patrick Evans who were 
killed in Tunisia in 2015. 

Smile for Joel was set up by Joel’s 
mother Suzy Evans and her son Owen to 
support other families who have been af¬ 
fected through similarly traumatic experi¬ 
ences. 

A statement said: “A big happy second 
birthday to Smile for Joel. What an amaz¬ 
ing amount of money raised so far. Thank 
you to everyone who has helped fundraise, 
donated and supported our events. 

“With your help we are helping so many 
heartbroken families in honour and mem¬ 
ory of Joel, Ade, Pat and all those beautiful 
people that never came home. They will 
never be forgotten.” 

Innocent 

When Smile for Joel was granted official 
charity status earlier this year, Miss Evans 
said: “We are very pleased and excited to 
announce that we now have charity status. 
This means we can continue to grow on a 
bigger platform and continue to help fami¬ 
lies affected by murder. 

“Smile for Joel is in memory of my fam¬ 
ily, but also in memory of all those that 
never came home - 38 innocent holiday¬ 
makers were killed that tragic day, and we 
never want them to be forgotten. 

“Having charity status opens new doors 
for us and gives us more strength to go for¬ 
ward.” 

Fundraising events organised by the 
charity have included the Run for Joel in 
Sandwell Valley, a celebrity football match 
at Walsall’s Banks’s Stadium and numer¬ 
ous other evenings of entertainment. 

To contact Smile for Joel visit smilefor- 
joel.com or facebook.com/smileforjoel/ 


Beer festival back for second year 



Pub visitors can join bar supervisor Hayley Brown to enjoy live music, as well as a wide selection of ales and ciders 


REAL ale and cider drinkers will 
be raising their glasses once again 
when an annual beer festival re¬ 
turns. A wide range of ales from 
the Black Country and across the 
country will be on offer for visitors 
to the event in Willenhall, which is 
now in its second year. 

Visitors will be able to enjoy live 
music and a selection of around 
30 ales, as well as live music. The 


Willenhall Beer Festival runs from 
Friday to Sunday at 442 Bar and 
Grill, Aspray Arena, in Noose Lane. 

The event, which made its debut 
last year, will have a selection of 
cider on offer from Scotland, Som¬ 
erset and Wales. It is also the first 
birthday for Willenhall’s very own 
Umpshire Gold, which was un¬ 
veiled last year at the festival. 

Live bands are set to play 


throughout the weekend and food, 
as well as drinks, will be on offer. 
Supervisor at 442 Bar and Grill 
Keri Lister said: “For our first fes¬ 
tival last year we had a wonderful 
response from the local community 
and further a field, many trying 
ales for the first time.” 

It is open from 5pm to midnight 
on Friday, noon to 12pm on Satur¬ 
day, and noon to 10pm on Sunday. 


On track for 
transportof 
various eras 
at museum 

PUBLIC transport that has graced the 
streets for more than 70 years will be 
the focus of an open day at the weekend. 

Aston Manor Transport Museum, in 
Walsall, will be showcasing buses at its 
Spring Running Day. 

Visitors will get the chance to ride on 
nine different vehicles from decades in¬ 
cluding the 1940s, 1950s and 1980s, on 
Sunday. 

Martin Fisher, chairman and trustee 
of the museum, said: “The spring run¬ 
ning day gives people the chance to enjoy 
the pleasure or the experience of riding a 
variety of old buses. 

“The day will also give people the nos¬ 
talgic pleasure of riding buses to school 
when they were younger. 

“We have bus rides running to four 
different locations. That’s including Sut¬ 
ton Coldfield and Chasewater railway.” 

The museum will also be displaying a 
Midland Red double decker bus, which 
has been modified to a open top towing 
bus. 

Bus rides are free of charge, the first 
departing from Walsall at 10.20am and 
then running every 30 minutes until 
4.20pm. 

Admission to the event is £5 for adults, 
£2 children and £13 for a family. 

For further information email 
amrtml@aol.co.uk, call 01922 454761 
or go to amrtm.org/events/apr-2018 

Dig deep in attic 
to find treasures 

A ‘CASH in the attic’ style valuation 
event is taking place later this month. 

Collectors will get the chance for an 
expert to cast an eye over their valuables 
at Holy Trinity Church in Short Heath, 
Willenhall. 

Ben Gamble, managing director and 
head auctioneer at Cuttlestones Auc¬ 
tioneers and Valuers, which has sale 
rooms in both Wolverhampton and Pen- 
kridge, will be available between 10am 
and 1pm to cast an expert eye over an¬ 
tique and collectable items brought in 
for appraisal. 

A minimum donation of £1 per item 
valued is requested, with all proceeds 
going direct to the Holy Trinity Resto¬ 
ration Fund toward vital restoration 
works on the village church. No booking 
is required for the April 21 event. 

Jewellery stolen 
in house burglary 

THUGS kicked in a door to steal jewel¬ 
lery and cash from a home in Walsall. 

Police are appealing for informa¬ 
tion on the incident that happened in 
Burslem Close, Bloxwich between 11am 
and 3.45pm on Tuesday, April 10. 




FIRMCARE^ 

MOBILITY 

Stannah 


DEMO CENTRE 


sales@firmcaremobility.co.uk 
www.firmcaremobility.co.uk 
Firmcare Mobility: 

Day Street, Walsall WS2 8EJ AL- 

Tel: 01922 628222 U\ 
or 0845 2710450 ^ 
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Large FREE customer car park 
available at our new premises 

• Bath Lifts • Wide Fitting Shoes 

• Batteries Supplied & Fitted • Living Aids 

• Furniture • Wheel Chairs • Scooters 

• Repairs & Service • Continence Care Products 

• Riser Recliner Chairs & Beds 

• Fast Install on Stannah Stairlifts 


Window ech w 

Inlerframe Ltd 


Walsall: 01922 455018 

Wolverhampton: 01902 582051 
24 Hr Number: 07853 248056 


CALL NOW FOR HUGE DISCOUNTS 
THROUGHOUT APRIL 


View our online video @ 

www.windowtechinterframe.co.uk 

Units 1, 2 & 9 Brickyard Road, Aldridge WS9 8SR 


Improving Homes 
for over 24 years 


The Name You CAN Trust 


CINDY BELLE’S BRIDAL 
& SEWING STUDIO 

' cl ia K&tf-v-cU 

Bridal Boutique & Dreccmateerc 


Beautiful Bridal Boutique 
Relaxed & Comfortable Atmosphere 
Exquisite Collection of Dresses at 
Affordable Prices 

Bespoke Made to Measure Service 
Larger Sizes Available 
Appointments Not Necessary 
Expert Tailoring & Clothing Alterations 

HOWDLES LANE, BROWNHILLS 
WS8 7PL. 01543 453440 
cindybellesbridalandsewing.co.uk 





















































Rapist jailed 
after inviting 
victim back to 
watch Netflix 

A RAPIST who attacked his sleep¬ 
ing victim after inviting her to watch 
Netflix and eat ice cream has been 
locked up for 10 years. Father-to-be 
Lee Shaw left the woman in ‘mental 
turmoil’ and contemplating suicide 
after assaulting her at his home. 

Sentencing at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court, Judge Simon Ward said 
of Shaw’s invitation to go back and 
watch Netflix: “You and she, plainly 
and very sadly, had completely differ¬ 
ent attitudes about what that meant. 

“You failed to understand that if 
a woman goes to a man’s house to 
watch movies and eat ice cream, that 
doesn’t mean she wants to have sex 
with the man.” 

Jurors convicted glass collec¬ 
tor Shaw, who worked at Walsall’s 
Yates’s bar, of rape and sexual as¬ 
sault following a trial in March. The 
victim, who cannot be named for legal 
reasons, realised she could not leave 
Shaw’s home as she only had money 
for the bus and there were no running 
services. 

She went to sleep but woke up 
shortly after to find the 35-year-old 
assaulting her, the court heard on 
Wednesday. 

Judge Ward added: “She [then] 
pretended to be asleep because she 
wanted to make it clear to you that 
she did not want any of that but she 
was terrified of putting up a struggle 
because she did not know what you 


Ramblers group 
head for Wales 

THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers 
are off to Llangollen for a 12 mile cir¬ 
cular walk on Sunday. 

‘To Worlds End’ is a hard but re¬ 
warding walk on good paths and 
tracks including part of Offa’s Dyke 
Non-members are always welcome 
and can obtain more information from 
the walk leader on 01922 637850. 

First though, on Saturday, there is 
a more leisurely stroll of four miles 
starting from the Horse and Jockey 
pub in Walsall Wood. 

The meeting point is the car park 
at Oak Park C. P. (Lichfield Road) at 
9.30am. More information can be ob¬ 
tained from the Walk Leader on 01922 
454389. Details on the Walsall Group 
are available on The Ramblers web¬ 
site www.walsallramblers.org.uk 


Hall movie music 

AN orchestra is celebrating its sixth 
anniversary with a a concert full of 
film classics. 

Jurassic World is just one of the 
pieces that will light up West Brom¬ 
wich Town Hall on April 21. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Get out of your pjs, patients to be told 


PATIENTS at Walsall Manor Hospital 
will be encouraged to get out of bed, 
get dressed in their own clothes and 
move around - the best medicine for 
a speedier recovery - as part of a na¬ 
tional drive. 

The national #EndPJparalyisis 
challenge was launched last month 
by Professor Jane Cummings, chief 
nursing officer for England, and will 
run from April 17 to June 26, finishing 
in time for the NHS 70th anniversary 
celebrations on July 5. 


The aim is to create a million patient 
days of people being up, dressed and 
moving in their own clothes, rather 
than hospital gowns or pyjamas (PJs). 

It can be done in any healthcare set¬ 
ting where PJs are worn. 

Relatives and friends are urged to 
play their part too - making sure their 
loved ones have clothes they can wear. 

Wendy Lear, divisional director of 
Nursing for Walsall Healthcare NHS 
Trust, said: “No-one wants to spend 
time in hospital; they would much 


rather be at home or their familiar 
environment. 

“An important part of helping a pa¬ 
tient’s recovery is to encourage them 
to focus on getting better and getting 
back into their home routine. 

“If people stay in their pyjamas 
or nightwear it does have a negative 
effect on their wellbeing and means 
their focus isn’t on making progress. 

“We all know that the longer the 
stay in hospital the more likely people 
are to lose mobility and strength. 


“Independence is important and we 
need to work together to ensure pa¬ 
tients’ quality of life doesn’t suffer as 
a result of PJ paralysis. 

“Our dedicated and enthusiastic 
staff will be doing all they can to sup¬ 
port our patients to a good recovery 
but we also need families and carers 
to encourage their loved ones to get 
up, get dressed and get moving. 

“Please make sure you bring in 
their clothes when you come to visit 
them so that they can do so.” 


were celebrating the birth of their 
faith community, known collec¬ 
tively as the Khalsa. 

There will also be a procession 
on Sunday, April 29, from Smeth¬ 
wick to Handsworth Park in Bir¬ 
mingham. The Walsall Vaisakhi 
procession took place between 
10am and 2pm, starting and fin¬ 
ishing on West Bromwich Street. 


Advice at hand for 
victims of stalkers 

A NEW support service aimed at help¬ 
ing women and girls affected by stalk¬ 
ing is coming to the Black Country. 

The Black Country Stalking Sup¬ 
port will launch on April 26 at the 
Rock Centre in Lichfield Street, Wal¬ 
sall. It will run between 9.30am and 
lpm, and will offer support to victims 
of stalking. 

It is the first specialist regional ser¬ 
vice to offer support to people suffer¬ 
ing with domestic abuse, and those 
who are not and is a project by Black 
Country Women’s aid. 

Visit www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ 
launch-of-the-black-country-stalking- 
support-service-tickets-44446251936 

Foundry profits 
are on the rise 

CHAMBERLIN, the specialist cast¬ 
ings and engineering group based in 
Walsall, saw a significant improve¬ 
ment in performance in the second 
half of its financial year to the end of 
March. 

The group has made progress to¬ 
wards resolving the technical prob¬ 
lems at its new machine shop on the 
Maple Leaf Industrial Estate. 

Underlying earnings before interest 
and tax have moved from a loss in the 
first half to a profit in the second half, 
and the figure for the full year is ex¬ 
pected to be approximately £400,000. 

Public toilet block 
sells for £242,000 

A PUBLIC toilet block is set for a new 
lease of life after it sold for almost 
double its value at auction. 

The toilets and adjoining semi-de¬ 
tached house on Norton Road, a short 
distance from Pelsall Common, had an 
asking price of £125,000 and were sold 
off at an SDL Bigwood auction at Villa 
Park on March 28 for £242,000. 

The property next to it, formerly 
used as a council neighbourhood office 

- as well as a library, prior to the com¬ 
pletion of a new building in the village 

- was included in the sale. The toilets 
had been shut for the last few years. 

Charity race night 
due for town hall 

VISITORS can race to raise money for 
charity in May. A Grand Charity Race 
Night is being held in Darlaston Town 
Hall in Victoria Road on May 19 and 
all proceeds go to Rotary in Darlaston. 

Doors open at 6.30pm and the first 
race starts at 7pm. Tickets cost £3 
and it costs £5 to own a horse or visi¬ 
tors can sponsor a horse. They can be 
bought from the Town Hall box office 
on 0121 568 6144 or by calling Mau¬ 
rice on 07976 426 228. 


Under-threat Grange 
wins top drama award 


A HISTORIC theatre group threat¬ 
ened with closure has won a nation¬ 
al award. 

The Grange Players in Walsall has won 
a ‘best drama’ prize in the National Op¬ 
eratic and Dramatic Association awards. 

The group launched an appeal earlier this 
year for help to raise £60,000 to carry out 
vital works that will 
allow them to reopen 
the Grange Playhouse in 
Walsall. The building in 
Broadway North, used 
by the group since 1951, 
is in dire need of repairs 
that will cost thousands 
of pounds. 

Secretary Louise 



Louise Farmer 


Farmer said its uncer¬ 


tain future meant the 
group’s award win had proved ‘bittersweet’. 

So far around £45,000 has been raised to¬ 
wards the fundraising target. 

Louise said: “Obviously we are putting on 
award-winning productions so it is bittersweet. 
But at the moment we don’t have a venue to 
put them on. We need the public to help us get 
the playhouse back open. 

Donated 

“It is at the heart of everything in Walsall 
and everybody loves it. People have donated 
generously but we still need to raise another 
£15,000.” 

The theatre group was honoured for its pro¬ 
duction of Heroes. Fundraising events in the 
pipeline include performances of Funny Money 
at Bloxwich Library Theatre next month. Lou¬ 
ise said: “We’re going to give the same quality 
production as we can, just in a different venue.” 

A risk assessment of the building was done 
back in July by the fire service and it revealed 
there were a lot of health and safety issues. As 
a result the group has decided not to do any 
productions since then. The venue needs nec¬ 
essary maintenance including new fire doors, a 
safety curtain, rewiring, holes to be fixed along 
with other general building and maintenance 
works. To support the group call 07909 036835 
or email box.office@grangeplayers.co.uk 


Crowds take to streets for Vaisakhi 



Crowds of people fill the streets in Walsall to be part of Sunday’s Vaisakhi celebrations 


THE streets of the Black Country 
were turned into a sea of orange 
as many thousands of Sikhs cel¬ 
ebrated a special anniversary in 
their faith. 

In Wolverhampton, it was a 
vision of orange and gold on Sun¬ 
day as the annual Sikh Vaisakhi 
procession coincided with promo¬ 
tion celebrations at Molineux as 


Wolves played Birmingham City 
in a Midlands derby. 

While across the region in 
Sandwell a children’s Vaisakhi 
was held, and in Walsall the com¬ 
munity was still talking about 
the visit by Prime Minister The¬ 
resa May days earlier to the Guru 
Nanak Sikh Gurdwara templet. 

Worshippers young and old 
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M.P. BUTCHERS 


Order Now your Fresh 
Meat and Poultry 



ALL LOCAL MEATS 


Large selection of handmade sausages 
All now 21b for £2.99 

LOCAL SHROPSHIRE LAMB 
ORCHARD FARM LOCAL ENGLISH PORK 
LOCAL SHIRE MEADOW ENGLISH BEEF 
OUR OWN DRY CURED BACON 

NOW STOCKING A FULL RANGE OF LOCAL MEAT PIES AND PASTIES 
FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE OUR NEW 
WEBSITE AT WWW.MUDDYPIG.CO.UK 
Yorkshire Grain Fed Poultry 
VACUUM PACKING FACILITY AVAILABLE 
SUPPLIERS OF TOP QUALITY FRESH PRODUCE TO ALL CATERING OUTLETS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC 



Established over 100 years 

29 Cross Street, Willenhall WV13 IPG • Telephone 01902 606541 


Bathroom 


Warehouse 



BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Metro numbers 
'balancing out 1 

BOSSES at Midland Metro have said 
passenger numbers had started to 
‘balance out’, after a drop in January 
- particularly on weekends. 

Sophie Allison, Metro operations 
manager, said the figures were start¬ 
ing to come back to where they expect 
at last week’s West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority’s Transport Delivery 
Committee meeting. 

The figures showed that the net¬ 
work saw a nine per cent fall in trav¬ 
elling customers in January 2018, 
compared to the same month in 2017. 
Passenger numbers were at 597,326 
in January, compared to 653,085 12 
months previously. 

Homes demand in 
7th monthly fall 

BUYER demand for housing in the 
West Midlands continues to fall, new 

The RICS UK Residential Market 
survey reports buyer demand has 
dropped for the seventh consecutive 
month in the region. It revealed one 
of the main reasons was a lack of fresh 
stock coming onto the West Midlands’ 
market, alongside ongoing concerns 
over affordability as house prices con¬ 
tinued to rise. 

Average stock levels on estate 
agents’ books remains near an all- 
time low as the number of houses 
being put up for sale fell for the 30th 
consecutive month. 

Push the Boat Out 
and try sailing 

SAILORS and surfers can test their 
skills on the water next month. The 
Royal Yachting Association’s Push 
the Boat Out scheme will allow nov¬ 
ices to try sailing and windsurfing for 
free throughout May. 

Events will be held at Himley Hall 
Sailing Club, Sandwell Valley Sailing 
Club, Dudley Sailing Club, Aldridge 
Sailing Club, Walsall’s The Chase 
Sailing Club, South Staffordshire Sail¬ 
ing Club and Penkridge’s Greensforge 
Sailing Club. 

Third of landlords 
looking for tenants 

THE number of landlords experienc¬ 
ing a void period in the West Midlands 
in the past three months matched the 
national average of 35 per cent. 

The UK Association of Letting 
Agents said 63 per cent of time when 
properties were empty were due to 
natural tenant changeover. 

The North East and North West ex¬ 
perienced the highest level of voids at 
53 per cent. 


M6 stretch is region's worst for delays 


JUST half of journeys are complet¬ 
ed on time at a congested motorway 
which has been named as one of the 
worst traffic spots in the whole West 
Midlands. 

Only 51.5 per cent of drivers trav¬ 
elling between junctions 10 and 10A 
on the M6 between the M54 and Wal¬ 
sall, got to their destination on time, 
according to a new study, which has 
taken a look at all the region’s worst 


clogged-up roads. The results may 
come as no surprise for regular mo¬ 
torway commuters who have to put 
up with delays on a daily basis. 

It has been revealed as the worst 
motorway junction in terms of con¬ 
gestion in the West Midlands. Journey 
times also suffer between junctions 10 
and 9 at Walsall - with 57.6 per cent 
completed on time, according to car 
insurance firm Go Compare. 


Another traffic hotspot is on the 
M54, between junctions 4 and 5 at 
Telford, where 61 per cent of journeys 
are completed on time due to drivers 
being stuck in big queues. 

Two-thirds of journeys - 66.6 per 
cent - go as planned between junc¬ 
tions 1 and 2 of the M5, a notorious 
section where journey times have been 
hampered in recent months by a major 
roadworks scheme at Oldbury. 


It comes after it was revealed Bir¬ 
mingham’s roads are the fourth worst 
in the country - in terms of conges¬ 
tion - behind London, Manchester 
and Aberdeen. Birmingham also has 
the worst two roads in the country - 
the A34 Northbound between Robin 
Hood Lane and the A4540 in Hall 
Green in the south of the city, and the 
A34 Southbound between the A4540 
and Shaftmoor Lane in Acocks Green. 


Pervert snared in online 
sting by vigilante group 

Report by John Scott 

A PERVERT caught using the in¬ 
ternet to lure young girls for sexual 
gratification twice in a few months 
has been jailed for more than three 
years. 

Joseph Finn was snared by self-styled 
paedophile hunters using decoy profiles of 
non existent children aged 12 and 13, a 
judge was told. 

The 52-year-old loner contacted the older girl 
through a dating site not realising that ‘Mary- 
Lou’ was a woman posing as a child and oper¬ 
ating on behalf of a group called Silent Justice, 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

The pair began to send messages to each 
other until he suggested they switch to 
WhatsApp where they could converse privately, 
explained Miss Laura Culley, prosecuting. 

He asked for sexually explicit photographs 
of the ‘13-year-old’, continued the prosecutor. 

Content of the website conversations became 
increasingly sexual until he set up a meeting 
with her at McDonald’s in Walsall. 

But when Finn arrived at the September 2 
rendezvous, he was met by members of Silent 
Justice, who had alerted the police and given 
them screen shots of the messages sent to 
‘Mary-Lou’, and he was arrested. The former 
Longbridge car worker, without a previous con¬ 
viction for a similar offence, was interviewed by 
officers and then released on bail. 

On October 22 the same woman, who was not 
deliberately pursuing him, produced another 
bogus profile representing the organisation 
Stand Together For Kids, taking the persona 
of a 12-year-old called Emily, said Miss Culley. 

Despite being on bail, Finn replied to this as 
well, engaging in ‘grooming-type’ conversation 
with her on WhatsApp and was arrested at his 
home. Finn of Earls Road, Rushall pleaded 
guilty to attempting to incite a child to engage 
in a sexual act, attempting to meet a girl under 
16 following sexual grooming and attempting to 
engage in sexual communication with a child. 

He was jailed for three years and three 
months by Judge James Burbidge QC who said 
a psychiatrist had diagnosed Finn as suffering 
from a paedophilic disorder. 


Queens ready to make Grand entrance 



Tye Harris as Tick, Jon Wetherall as Bernadette and Zachary Hollinshead as Felicia in Priscilla Queen of the Desert 


IT’S going to be a bit of a drag for West Bromwich 
Operatic Society, when they return to Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Grand Theatre next week with their version of 
Priscilla, Queen of the Desert, the Musical. 

From Tuesday to Saturday, Tye Harris will play 
Tick/Mitzi, John Wetherall is Bernadette and Zachary 
Hollinshead is Adam/Felicia - drag-queens contracted 
to perform at Alice Springs in the Outback of Aus¬ 
tralia. They head west from Sydney aboard their bus, 
Priscilla in this fabulous and heart-warming story. 

Georgie Hodson, aged 11 from Bloxwich and Luca 
Marandola, aged 12 from Tettenhall alternate the role 


of Benji, with the company is completed by a talented 
group of local performers. 

Direction is by Ben Cole, Musical Direction is by 
Adam Joy and Claire Flavell is choreographer. 

A spokesman said: “With a dazzling array of out¬ 
rageous costumes and a hit parade of dancefloor fa¬ 
vorites including ‘Say a Little Prayer’, ‘Go West’, ‘Hot 
Stuff and ‘Always on My Mind’, this wildly fresh and 
funny new musical is a journey to the heart of FAB¬ 
ULOUS!” Tickets for the show are on sale by visiting 
the Grand Theatre in person, calling 01902 42 92 12 
or online at grandtheatre.co.uk. 


Business on 
the agenda 
as festival 
is launched 

BUSINESS will be the focus of 14 
events taking place in Walsall - as 
part of the Black Country Business 
Festival starting on Monday. 

In total, 122 events will be taking 
place throughout the region over the 
fortnight to 4 May, making the festi¬ 
val - in its inaugural year, the biggest 
business event in the region. 

There is everything from seminars, 
workshops, behind-the-scenes tours 
and speed networking to conferences, 
exhibitions, gala dinners and debates. 
Most events are completely free to at¬ 
tend. 

Walsall has a fantastic assortment 
of different topics which really show¬ 
case the diverse nature of its business 
community. 

Subject matters include healthier 
cakes, electric vehicles, hypnosis and 
art, whilst there are also practical 
events focusing on common industry 
themes such as health and safety, 
manufacturing, exporting, digital 
marketing and skills. 

Business Festival initiator, the 
Black Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce is running a Manufacturing 
Roadshow at Walsall Football Club 
on May 3. 

Corin Crane, chief executive said: 
“It’s amazing to see the colourful 
range of events in just this one part of 
the Black Country alone. 

“It is totally free to attend and as 
with all the events in the Festival, 
tickets are available on a first come, 
first served basis through the website 
www.blackcountrybusinessfestival. 
com” 

Funeral date for 
tragic Mylee, 8 

THE funeral of an eight-year-old girl 
who was stabbed to death takes place 
on Tuesday. Mylee Billingham died 
following the attack in Valley View, 
Brownhills, on 
January 20. 

Her mother has 
asked mourners 
to wear ‘all things 
bright and beauti¬ 
ful just as she was’. 

The funeral ser¬ 
vice is due to take 
place at St James’ 

Church in Brown- 
hills. Mother Tracey Taundry said: 
“Mylee was my angel, my true prin¬ 
cess, she will have the send-off she 
deserves.” 

Mylee was pronounced dead in 
hospital after being found with knife 
wounds at her father William Billing- 
ham’s bungalow. 

He has been charged with her mur¬ 
der but is yet to enter a plea. 



Funeral, Mylee 


TAYLORS ran 
AUTO Lp-I 

Our Promise, aJJSIand 

not only do we ciass7Vans 

guarantee you an 
honest MOT, 
we also only charge 

£ 34.99 

(Servicing & tyres available) 

Senior Citizens £29.99 

Tel:01543 3 7 2 6 73 

Sunnyside Farm, Northgate, Walsall Wood, 
West Midlands WS9 9BU 
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SHORT HEATH 



For All Your Tyre Needs 

COMPETITIVE 

PRICES! 

Phil Stanyer, foimerley of Malvern Tyres 

C/0 Dale Ratledge Motor Services, 
Unit 1, Arrow Industrial Estate, 
Straight Road, Willenhall WV12 5AE 

01922 475563 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5075270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



GRANITE/QUARTZ 
WORKTOPS LTD 


Cutting and polishing service available^ 

Wide range of worktops comDetititfel^pficedJ 

1 ran 1 ■ 

I Free Quotes 
Bespoke... ^ 

Stylish... 

Modern... 

High Quality... 


- TRANSFORM 


Unit I, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall WS5 4AN 

07807 371820/01922 646222 

www.gran ite-worktopsltd .co.uk 
i nfo@gran ite-worktopsltd .co. u k 
































Retail trend 
bucked as 
more shops 
opening up 

WALSALL has bucked the Black 
Country trend for shop closures with 
more stores opening in a year. 

The town finished 2017 with two 
more shops than at the beginning of 
the year, according to a new study. 

The Local Data Company found 15 
stores opening in the town in 2017, 
while 13 closed. 

Openings include B&M discount 
store in August, creating 35 jobs, and 
The Food Warehouse at the Bescot 
Retail Park in July, which created 25 
jobs. Elsewhere in the Black Country, 
only West Bromwich saw the number 
of its stores increase, also by two. 

Dudley ended 2017 with nine fewer 
shops than it started with, Wolver¬ 
hampton, two. Walsall Councillor 
Aftab Nawaz represents the town 
centre ward, St Matthew’s. 

Last year, when it was revealed 
22.8 per cent of shops in the town 
were vacant he said ‘the tide appears 
to be turning’. He said: “This is good 
news - there is nothing worse than to 
have closed shops, we want a bustling 
town centre, and I’ve noticed more 
and more people coming to the town 
centre. 

“I’m happy with this, but there is 
still a lot of work to do. We aim to 
make Walsall town centre a vibrant 
place to be, that is why we are doing 
work with the Saddlers and support¬ 
ing work for a revamp of the bus sta¬ 
tion.” 

Police in appeal to 
find wanted man 

POLICE are appealing to residents 
for help in tracing a wanted man who 
has connections to both the Walsall 
and Kidderminster areas. 

Ian John Moorhouse was convicted 
in July 2017, for 
driving while 
disqualified and 
given a commu¬ 
nity order by the 
courts. 

However he has 
since breached the 
conditions of his 
order and a war¬ 
rant was issued 
by Kidderminster 
Magistrates Court 
in December. Police inquiries to locate 
the 27-year-old continue. 

Moorhouse is believed to have con¬ 
nections to Kidderminster and Wal¬ 
sall. He is described as white, around 
5ft 11, of a stocky build, with short 
brown thinning or shaven hair and a 
beard. 

Anyone who has seen him or knows 
of his whereabouts is asked to call 
West Mercia Police on the force hot¬ 
line 101 or Crimestoppers. 



Wanted: Ian 
John Moorhouse 


isle be! Roger finds long-lost brother 



Mr Jones, with a picture of his brother 


FOR half a century Roger Jones has 
felt a special connection with the Isle 
of Wight, where he and his family 
spent many happy holidays. Now the 
retired engineering inspector has met 
a brother he never knew he had - liv¬ 
ing on the island he loves - and says it 
was ‘magical’ to make the discovery. 

Mr Jones, aged 78, the product of 
a wartime romance, was given up for 
adoption as a baby and brought up in 
Bilston. He often wondered about his 
biological family but every attempt at 
finding them drew a blank. 

The grandfather-of-four, who lives 


in Willenhall, found out in 1983 that 
he had been born in Newport, on the 
Isle of Wight - 16 years after he had 
started regularly visiting the island. 

Then, a few weeks ago, a family 
member tracked down his younger 
brother Byron Coupland, 72, living on 
the holiday isle- while Roger and his 
wife Eileen were on holiday there, and 
passed on his phone number. 

Roger, of Dilloways Lane, said: “I 
couldn’t talk to him because I went 
to pieces but Eileen did. They hadn’t 
known I existed.” The couple were 
welcomed . “It was amazing,” he said. 


“Byron was standing on the doorstep 
and said ‘Come on, brother’. It was 
like we’d never been apart because 
we’ve got the same banter. People say 
we look alike but I can’t see it, but 
he’s definitely a bit of a character. He 
told me I owed him 72 birthday pre¬ 
sents, I told him he owed me 78. 

“I keep pinching myself to see 
it it’s true. He said we must have 
passed each other in the street over 
the years because it’s our favourite 
place. It’s sad we’re in our later lives 
but hopefully we’ve got a few years to 
catch up.” 


Tragedy rail crossing to 
stay closed until autumn 


A RAILWAY crossing in the Black 
Country where a 14-year-old girl 
was killed will remain closed until 
October. 

Network Rail will keep Wallows Lane 
Crossing in Walsall shut as it seeks per¬ 
manent closure. 

It marks a U-turn for the authority, which 
at the inquest of Sarah Athersmith, who died 
at the crossing, said it had ‘no significant risk’. 

However, an inquest raised concerns of a 
lack of warning given of an approaching train. 

Sarah Athersmith died at the crossing near 
Bescot Stadium on September 26 last year. The 
crossing has been closed since the tragedy. 

A Walsall Council spokesman said: “The De¬ 
partment for Transport has now approved an 
extension to the temporary closure for a fur¬ 
ther six months until October 20, 2018. 

“Walsall Council will work closely with Net¬ 
work Rail in relation to their application for 
the proposed permanent closure of the level 
crossing.” 

A Network Rail spokesman said: “Follow¬ 
ing the tragic death that happened at Wallows 
Lane level crossing on 26 September, Network 
Rail applied for a temporary closure order of 
the footpath crossing. 

“We continue to work closely with Walsall 
Council and the temporary closure has been 
extended for a further six months, until Octo¬ 
ber 20.” 

At the inquest in December, Senior Coroner 
Zafar Siddique said Sarah let a freight train 
pass, but was then hit by the London Midland 
train, which was coming from the opposite di¬ 
rection on the line. 

But at the hearing, Ben Parish, safety spe¬ 
cialist at Network Rail, said that the crossing 
was not in the top 20 risk rankings. 

He added: “There was no significant risk.” 

But Mr Siddique later wrote a report to Wal¬ 
sall Council, Network Rail and the Office of 
Rail and Road, calling for action to be taken 
over the crossing. 

He said: “During the course of the inquest 
the evidence revealed matters giving rise to 
concern. In my opinion there is a risk that fu¬ 
ture deaths will occur unless action is taken.” 



The dumped rubbish, mostly builder’s waste, in Coppice Lane, Brownhills 


FLY-TIPPERS dumped a huge 
pile of waste in the middle of a 
busy road, blocking drivers from 
getting past. Walsall Council said 
it was ‘disgusted’ with the mess 
left in Coppice Lane, Brownhills, 
last week. The rubbish appears to 
be builders’ waste and includes a 
door, ladder, buckets, cardboard 


and wood. It is thought to have 
been dumped between Tuesday 
night and Wednesday morning 
but has since been cleared up. 
The council is appealing for any¬ 
one who knows who dumped the 
waste to get in touch. 

Dr Barbara Watt, director of 
public health, said: “This criminal 


act in Coppice Lane would have 
been bad enough anyway, but that 
the perpetrators blocked a road 
with no care for road users makes 
their crime even worse.” 

Anyone who sees a fly-tip in 
progress should call 999. To re¬ 
port fly-tipping which has already 
happened call 01922 653 355. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Revamp of pub 
to create 15 jobs 

FIFTEEN new jobs will be created 
when a popular pub on a retail park in 
Wolverhampton undergoes a six-fig¬ 
ure refurbishment before reopening 
later this month. 

The Nickelodeon pub in Bentley 
Bridge Way in Wednesfield will be 
closed until April 27 for an extensive 
makeover to be carried out which will 
include the introduction of a carvery 
when it reopens . 

The pub’s bar area will also be re¬ 
furbished as part of the work. 

Dani Wilkins, from the Fayre 
Square pub, said: “We’re incredibly 
excited to be undergoing such a huge 
refurbishment. ” 

Start of women's 
walking football 

A NEW session of women’s walking 
football is set to kick off next week. 

The slowed-down version of the 
game is aimed at women over the age 
of 50 looking to exercise in a relaxed 
and friendly environment. 

There will be weekly sessions, 
costing £2.50 at Burntwood Leisure 
Centre from Wednesday, between 
5pm and 6pm. Tasmin Turner, who 
is sports development officer for Li¬ 
chfield District Council, said: “Walk¬ 
ing football is growing in popularity. 
There’s no advantage to being quick 
on the pitch, which is a great leveller.” 

St George saddles 
up for fundraiser 

A ST GEORGE’S Day event will be 
taking place in a Staffordshire village 
on Saturday in support of the poppy 
appeal. 

St George will ride on his Shire 
Horse around Great Wyrley and the 
horse and dray will follow with young 
St George Kyle Abnett and his Eng¬ 
lish Rose Isabella Maullin who were 
chosen at the St George’s Disco in 
March. The walking procession will 
leave Harrisons Sports and Social 
Club in Wharwell Lane at midday on 
April 21 which will be followed by a 
fete at 2pm. 

Robin's all set for 
Blancmange gig 

SYNTH-POP band Blancmange, who 
came to fame in the eighties, will be 
playing in Bilston later this year. 

The band’s tour to promote new 
album Wanderlust will visit the Robin 
2 on November 22. 

Blancmange’s hits include Living 
On The Ceiling, Blind Vision and a 
cover of Abba’s The Day Before You 
Came. After working on their own 
projects and film music, the band re¬ 
united in 2011. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


u 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 

Iv 1 
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Cloudy2Clear Windows. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

Which? 

’ Trusted 
Trader 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


2 


Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Sour note 
as speed 
bumps go 
musical 

NOW this is what you call traffic manage¬ 
ment. In an attempt to get motorists to 
stick to the speed limit, local bigwigs rep¬ 
resenting Jelsum in the Netherlands had 
the bright idea of installing musical rum¬ 
ble strips along the road into the village. 

When cars drive over the strips at the 
correct speed of 40mph, sensors in the 
road activate chimes which reward the 
driver by playing the Friesland provincial 
anthem. You don’t think they had been 
smoking anything unusual before the 
meeting, do you? 

Still, it sounds a sight more fun than 
the infuriating speed humps, barriers, 
chicanes and white paint we get in this 
country. However, it does not seem to 
be music to the ears of residents, who 
complained of being kept awake by the 
continuous droning which travels right 
the way through the village. 

One resident complained of artistic taxi 
drivers going back and forth all night at 
varying speeds to produce their own ar¬ 
rangements. 

“Last Saturday night the taxis were 
driving from Leeuwarden to Stiens and 
on the way back, they tried to go across 
the lines as quickly as possible and we 
had the anthem playing all night at high 
speed,” said one. 

Some people will complain about any¬ 
thing, won’t they? They ought to try living 
along some of our country lanes, where 
drivers crash over the massive potholes 
day and night. Not nearly so tuneful. 

□ □□ 

AFTER years in the wilderness, it looks 
like the Black Country could soon be back 
on the national railway map. Well sort of. 
Seven new stations are being considered 
for the West Midlands, including the re¬ 
opening of Darlaston and Willenhall sta¬ 
tions. This sounds like great news. 

I do worry about plans for a new ser¬ 
vice linking Wolverhampton to the Mer¬ 
ry Hill shopping centre, though, with no 
mention whatsoever of a stop at Dudley 
along the way. Town centres have it tough 
enough as it is, without giving Wulfrunians 
an easy route to an out-of-town shopping 
centre. I fear that can only suck more life 
out of the city. And if you are going to cre¬ 
ate this service, why wouldn’t you have a 
station in Dudley, next to the zoo, Black 
Country Museum and, dare we say it, the 
Hippodrome theatre? So much for creat¬ 
ing a major tourist zone. 

Interestingly, while Dudley Zoo appears 
to have been overlooked, rail chiefs are 
keen to provide a service to West Midland 
Safari Park. So, you get off the train, pay 
your admission, and walk straight into 
the lion enclosure. Remind me to bring 
my camcorder. 


‘Men deserts’ - where young boys lack role models 



Eric Bristow - achieved an unexpected 
immortality 8,000 miles away 


Peter Kay - no leak on what was the 
unforeseen family circumstances 


David Lammy- Tottenham MP, was under¬ 
standably emotional over death toll rise 




Rising death toll and 
the absent fathers 


AS the death toll rises on London’s streets, 
the commonest cry is “Where are you?” David 
Lammy, the black MP for Tottenham, was un¬ 
derstandably emotional as he yelled: “Why is 
there a political vacuum? Where is the Prime 
Minister? Where is the Home Secretary? Where 
is Sadiq Khan?” A street demo took up the cry 
for the guilty missing: “Where are the police, 
where are the pastors?” And yet no-one shout¬ 
ed the most crucial question of all. Where are 
the fathers? 

TIME after time, academic studies of gang 
culture in black communities highlight the huge 
numbers of absent fathers. Some neighbour¬ 
hoods are dubbed “men deserts” because most 
households are run by a woman and young 
black boys have no role models in the home. 
David Lammy knows all about it; his own father 
walked out on the family and fled to America. 
Why are politicians so reluctant to mention this 
issue? Probably because they are instantly 
howled down and accused of attacking, under¬ 
mining and disrespecting single mothers. But as 
Lammy wrote in the Daily Telegraph six years 
ago: “Many single mothers do a heroic job look¬ 
ing after their families . . . but it becomes twice 
as hard to set boundaries with half the number 
of parents.” And while more cops, more pastors 
and more interest from politicians might help 
London’s agony, it is hard to see any end to the 
carnage when so many dads are missing and 
no-one is setting any boundaries. 

I WROTE recently ago about my Saturday job 
as a 15-year-old mechanic’s mate. Jim the me¬ 
chanic taught me a lesson which has stood me 
in good stead. It is this: if you dismantle some¬ 
thing and then reassemble it, there will always 
be a few bits left over. I hope this brings some 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



comfort to those of you who, as spring arrives, 
have been trying to fix the lawnmower. 

I THOUGHT the public sector was being edu¬ 
cated to address people correctly. A reader tells 
me he has a relative in hospital in East Anglia. 
Every time he telephones the place he is greet¬ 
ed with “Alio, moi luvverly.” 

YOU may think we live in a world where the 
all-prying internet lays bare all our deepest se¬ 
crets. Is nothing confidential any more? And 
then you think of Peter Kay, currently launch¬ 
ing the third and final series of Car Share. In 
December last year Kay suddenly announced: 
“Due to unforeseen family circumstances, I 
deeply regret that I am having to cancel all of 
my upcoming work projects.” And from that day 
to this no-one has discovered what the unfore¬ 
seen family circumstances were. Not a leak, not 
a peep. Extraordinary. 

TALKING of which, here’s a new advert: It’s 
the deadliest nerve agent ever invented! It pen¬ 
etrates the latest protective suits! A single drop 
can kill an entire army in seconds! Especially 
effective against old Russians and their daugh¬ 
ters! Novichok - it doesn’t do exactly what it 
says on the tin. 

THE Salisbury incident is turning into a sort 
of test of patriotism. If you believe the official 
government line, then you are a good egg. If 
you happen to think, like Mr Corbyn and me, 


that the speculation and accusations should not 
have raced ahead of the hard evidence, you are 
a ‘useful idiot’ doing the Kremlin’s work. I am 
expecting a sackful of roubles any day now. 

A SURVEY by a mineral-water company sug¬ 
gests mosts Brits are stuck in a Groundhog Day 
existence, endlessly repeating the same con¬ 
versations, same breakfasts, same dinner, same 
holiday destinations, same advice to children, 
and so on. But what has any of this to do with 
bottled water? A spokeswoman for the compa¬ 
ny declares: “We’re all naturally driven to make 
the most of every day and being properly hy¬ 
drated helps us get there.” Advertising - same 
old cobblers. 

ERIC Bristow has died far too soon but the 
darts legend may have achieved an unexpected 
immortality 8,000 miles away. In the Falkland Is¬ 
lands, the helicopters used by civilians and UK 
military in the years after the 1982 war were pro¬ 
vided by the aviation company Bristow. Inevita¬ 
bly, the squaddies called the helicopters Erics 
and, all these years later, the term is still in use. 

JEREMY Clarkson tells the story of a lad who 
was horrified to find so many deductions from 
his first wage packet. It was explained that this 
money was taken to pay for hospital, schools 
and so on. The boy accepted it stoically. But the 
next week, when his second wage packet ar¬ 
rived, he rang home in despair: “Mum - they’ve 
done it again.” 

MICE have reappeared in our house, the 
garden is full of rabbits, a pheasant has built a 
nest under one window and the other night a rat 
wandered across the yard. What has changed? 
It is six weeks since our old tabby cat died. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Response 
to the bad 
weather 
is-panic! 

WITH temperatures creeping up, daffo¬ 
dils out and a promise that spring might 
actually be here, it is time to reflect on this 
miserable wintertime. 

Snow, wind, rain, floods we have had it 
all. So what have we learnt during these 
bleak winter days? Personally, I have dis¬ 
covered the following 10 things: 

1 There is a Beast of the East. He has 
rarely troubled us in the past but after the 
first rampage he got a taste for mayhem 
and misery and decided to come back 
and the mini beasts were also fearsome. 

2 There are different kinds of snow. Ap¬ 
parently you can have 3ft of snow in the 
back garden but may not be able to build 
a decent snowman. Snow from the east 
seems to be very fine. 

3 Our country is no longer equipped 
to deal with rain or thawing snow. Any 
persistent rain will lead to flood alerts 
and sewage floating into someone’s back 
garden. 

4 Britain’s roads are in no state to han¬ 
dle bad weather. Whatever the weather 
may bring over winter we can be sure that 
we will be left with roads resembling the 
surface of the Moon. And there is noth¬ 
ing a pothole loves more than a puddle 
to hide in. 

5 Despite snow, black ice or flood wa¬ 
ter there will always be one arrogant mo¬ 
torist who will drive at the speed limit - at 
a minimum - because a bit of bad weath¬ 
er isn’t going to stop them. This persists 
even if it means they are driving so close 
that they are forcing you out of the narrow 
snow tracks while they overtake, or your 
car is drowned as they steam through 
flood waters. 

6 In snow, black ice or flood water 
there will always be one terrified driver 
who should not have left the house and 
is clutching the steering wheel in fear, 
barely clocking up lOmph. This means 
you are struggling to maintain a braking 
distance and are forced out of the narrow 
snow tracks or into a deeper part of the 
puddle to overtake. 

7 It does not actually have to snow for 
schools to shut, the mere threat is enough 
for the circulation of ‘school closure’ 
texts. And don’t assume just because the 
teachers have made it in that your chil¬ 
dren will be allowed to stay in school. 

8 The slightest incline that you have 
never even noticed before becomes 
equivalent to the Eiger for any HGVs or 
buses when covered in snow/ice. 

9 HGVs and buses should not go out 
when roads are covered in snow and par¬ 
ticularly not in hilly Staffordshire 

10 However much warning we are giv¬ 
en there will only ever be one response 
from us Brits - panic! 

DIANE DAVIES 



BETTA QUALITY BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES « GARDEN ROOMS * 

LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 



Delivered & Fitted 

from £274 


Summer 

FREE 


Houses 

FITTING 




Delivered & Fitted 


from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 


FREE 

FITTING 



Delivered & Fitted 


from £1657 



Fitting service available 


Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed £14 

from Ll9/1 


• Old Buildings Removed * Asbestos Disposal * Base Laying Service * 


Show site (open 7 days): 

Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Free Quotations * Made to Measure * Lined and Insulated Options * Quality at Competitive Prices * Huge Range 


Visit our website: 


www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

0121 553 4682 toHMMfll 
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PM praised for stance on Russia 


BRIAN Osborne and Shaun Harri¬ 
son both denounce Theresa May for 
‘wrongly’ accusing Russia of the nerve 
gas poisoning in Salisbury. 

I would remind them both that this 
is not an isolated incident. A few years 
earlier a similar attack was made in 
London using a radioactive substance 
which resulted in the death of another 
Russian. Our investigators at the time 
named a suspect and asked for his ex¬ 
tradition for questioning which Presi¬ 


dent Putin has ignored. Do these two 
writers think a Prime Minister would 
make such a grave accusation without 
much thought and advice? 

Indeed, Mrs May should be ap¬ 
plauded for standing up to such bul¬ 
lying by a country that has invaded a 
neighbouring state and is daily bomb¬ 
ing civilians in the Middle East, includ¬ 
ing women and children. 

As for the remarks by Shaun Har¬ 
rison about Harry and William, I am 


sure that they have done more in the 
service and promotion of this country 
than he ever has. Also I would sug¬ 
gest withdrawing our team would also 
demonstrate to this country of cheat¬ 
ing athletes that we have had enough. 
Such a hard-line stance was demon¬ 
strated by the banning of the official 
Russian team from the recent Winter 
Games, which hurt Russia’s pride. 

JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 

Great Barr 


Grateful for 
kindness 
after fall 

ON Good Friday, while on a 
shopping visit to Lichfield, 
my wife Margaret tripped 
and fell at the top of the pre¬ 
cinct just up above Argos. 

I would like to thank the 
gentleman who seemed to 
be trained in first aid and 
helped my wife and stayed 
with us as long as he could. 

Also I want to thank the 
young lady for phoning for 
an ambulance and for her 
kindness on how she helped 
my wife and put her at ease 
while we waited. This lady 
held my wife in her arms 
and made her so comforta¬ 
ble that she fell asleep and 
the gentleman supported 
my wife’s back. 

The young lady had her 
husband and son, who I 
must say was a credit to 
her, and also had a baby in 
a buggy and they would not 
leave us. 

My wife and myself want 
to thank them from the bot¬ 
tom of our hearts for their 
patience and help. Also 
thanks to the ambulance 
men for their kindness. My 
wife is okay apart from a 
badly bruised hand. 

BRIAN BAKER 
Burntwood 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Walsall Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


co.uk 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of 
Practice, which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the ac¬ 
curacy of a story, write to The contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 

Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 

Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon- 
If we cannot reach a resolution don, EC4M 7LG 



City's hospital site 
is too overcrowded 

AFTER reading New Cross Hospital bosses are going to 
spend £3.5m on a car park, I would firstly ask the question 
where is it going on this already overcrowded site? 

Maybe close one of the car parks already in use for about 
two years? Where are patients going to park while this 
work is going on? 

But the real reason for the over-crowded hospital is that, 
in their wisdom, these experts decided to put all the ser¬ 
vices onto one site i.e. the eye infirmary, the maternity, the 
heart and lung, the A&E dept, plus many more. 

The saying putting all your eggs in one basket can only 
mean one thing, eventually the thing will crack. New Cross 
is always going to be under pressure until the size of it is 
greatly reduced, but why build more car parks? Why not 
build some bike sheds and we can all use the ‘Boris Bikes’? 

MR J WHEELER 

Wednesbury 


No change 
of minds 
on Brexit 

EXCELLENT letter from 
Keith Bate regarding a 
Brexit second referendum. 

He stated that he has not 
met a leave voter yet who 
have changed their mind 
and neither have I. He also 
correctly pointed out that 
more people voted than in 
the last General Election. It 
is time to stop the bickering 
and come together to ensure 
we get the best deal. 

The Euro MP’s must be 
overjoyed by witnessing all 
our infighting which only 
increases the value of their 
hand. Does anyone think 
that their demands would 
have been as robust in the 
negotiations if they had 
been facing a united UK 
who fully supported the vote 
to leave? 

I ask all who voted to stay 
in to lay down their arms as 
there is more at stake than 
you thinking you are right 
and that the Brexiters are 
wrong. There have been 
many times over the years 
where I would have loved to 
see a General Election vote 
reversed but our constitu¬ 
tion does not allow it. 

RON PLANT 

Bilston 


We offer a full repair service 
and have many spares in stock 


OFFER OF THE WEEK 

GARADOR CATHEDRAL 
STEEL UP AND 
OVER DOOR 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
IN WHITE WITH A 
STEEL FRAME 



55mm electric compact roller door 

Prices starting from 

£695 

Supplied and fitted - Based on 
2300 wide x 2300 high 
Upgrade to safe edge package 
also available 


REGENT STEEL SIDE 
HINGED DOOR 

1/3 2/3 opening 

Special supplied and fitted price 

CKOO forlefthand 

opening 

Door stays £30.00 a pair 


40mm insulated sectional door 

Prices starting from 

£1050 

FREE COLOUR CHOICE WHEN 
STS101 QUOTED* 

*Colour choice as follows; White, 
Black or anthracite 


ALL DOORS AVAILABLE SUPPLY ONLY 


All trade enquires welcome and bulk discounts available . We’ll beat 

All prices based on white doors 7’ wide x 7 1 or 6’6” high. any price 


UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 

Cannock: 01543 571547 Walsall: 01922 438735 

Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 
email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 



castiIe? 4 

WINDOWS^ 

i ril 


ZAlJd 


FRO 


9.89 OUT OF 10 


v trade.com 

Where reputation matters 


BUY NOW PA Y 2019 

MEREST FRESH 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 


4 . 


25 years experience in supplying and installing 
quality uPVC window and door products 


FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 

Unit i, Fryers Close, 

Walsall. WS3 2XQ 


(Authorised and regulated by 
the financial Conduct Authority) 


Factory opening hours 
8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 


SHOfeT HEATH (Osmiol(phodtksi 


NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Emergencies seen 
the same day 
Examination to 
include scale & polish 

£18.50 

You may be eligible for 
free treatment if you are in 
receipt of certain benefits, 
if you have had a baby in 
the last year, if you are 18 
and in full time education 
or are under 18. 


Open daily 8.00am - 5pm 
2 Female dentists - Mrs Jane 
Owen & Mrs Stefka Ivanova 
Tooth Whitening 
New patients welcome 
Cosmetic Dentistry - get the 
smile you always dreamed of 
Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 
Denture Repairs 
Sports Mouth Guards 
White Fillings 
Braces 

Crowns, Bridges & Dentures 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 


£150 


(Bring this advert with you) 


2A Oaken Drive, 
Willenhall WV12 5NU 


Appointments Available Immediately! 
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Bring your sizes Select from 50 designs Choose from over 
to our showroom all available as corner 2000 fabrics 

sofas and bed sofas 

^ ^ 


Leave only a 10% Pay the remaining Save hundreds of pounds 
deposit on your sofa balance on delivery when buying direct 

from the manufactures 


Buy British for Superior Quality 


Thomas Street, Wolverhampton 
West Midlands WV2 4JS 

Open; 10.30 - 5.30pm Monday - Saturday 
Sun and Bank Holiday 11.00 - 4.00pm 


20 Years of Quality Manufacturing 


01902 425 225 


Group searches for links 
to victim's of air crash 



Left, Lee Dent and Richard Pursehouse from the Chase project visit the 
grave of RAF officer pilot David Huddleston at St John’s Church, Shenstone 


A GROUP is digging up infor¬ 
mation on a tragic crash in 
1944 when a plane’s engines 
cut out and plummeted into a 
coach station. 

Three RAF crew members died 
in the crash at Digbeth coach sta¬ 
tion, including Sergeant Bram- 
well Morgan from Walsall, Pilot 
Officer David Huddleston from 
Shenston and Flight Lieutenant 
Bernard James Balchin from Pe¬ 
terborough. 

The Chase Project, a military re¬ 
search group, is looking for families of 
the two crew from the area who still 
live locally to share any information 
with them with the hope of eventually 
installing a plaque for them. 

Member, Richard Pursehouse, said: 
“We would like to find relatives of the 
victims with the view of creating some 
sort of memorial plaque in Digbeth at 
the site. 

Rekindle 

“We have had a couple of responses 
and it is still within people’s lifetime 
so it would be interesting to see if 
there are still surviving family mem¬ 
bers who still live locally or maybe 
even further out. 

“It was a major crash in Birming¬ 
ham and hopefully we can rekindle 
memories of those who died so they 
are not forgotten. It is an opportunity 
to bring the story alive. 

“It is coming up to the 75th anni¬ 
versary of the crash and we would like 
to get something organised for next 
March. It is less than a year away but 
it will come around quickly. It is a 
miracle that no civilians were killed so 
there is definitely an element of luck. 

“Lee and myself feel really humble 
about it all. It is just about remember¬ 


ing them and because it is the cente¬ 
nary of the RAF, it is a simple story 
that needs to be put out there. 

The crash happened in March a year 
before the end of the Second World 
War. 

Wellington bomber of Number 105 
Operations Training Unit was flying 
over Birmingham when it crashed 
after taking off from RAF Bramcote, 
near Nuneaton, to be converted into 
a transport aeroplane at RAF Castle 
Bromwich. 

Shortly before midnight a faulty fuel 
system caused both engines to cut out 
and the aeroplane began to plummet 


towards the blacked-out city below. 
Thankfully no civilians were injured 
but none of the crew members sur¬ 
vived. 

Officer Huddleston was aged 34 
when he died and he lived in Shen¬ 
stone, near Lichfield. He had worked 
in the Birmingham offices of the Alli¬ 
ance Assurance Company, barely half 
a mile from the scene of the crash. 

Sgt Morgan, the son of Benjamin 
and Hannah Morgan of Walsall, was 
23. Fit Lt Balchin was 27. 

Anyone with information has been 
asked to email thechaseproject@ 
gmail.com 




/FITTING SERVICE / METAL, TIMBER, GRP, uPVC 
/MADE TO MEASURE /ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 OQH 


All styles and materials available:- 

Roller, Up & Over, Sectional and Side hinged 

Call for further information 




_H 

_ . A1 CkOO f%1 1 9C4 www.wmgaragedoors.co. 

vllfeww sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk 


k IZMS2 3 L"Tr>T 

INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 


OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTORS FOR:- 

Hormann, Cardale, Novoferm and SWS 


































































Joy for church thanks to £140k windfall 



From left, team rector Roger Williams, local minister Trish Nesbitt and church warden Adrian Richardson 


Makeover to improve 
site used by hundreds 


WORK has started on overhauling a 
church and community centre after a 
windfall of more than £140,000. 

The cash was awarded to St Thomas’ Church 
and Community Centre in Mossley, Bloxwich, 
to modernise and improve its facilities. 

From the start the building has been used by both 
church-goers and non-worshippers, and its impor¬ 
tance as a meeting place has increased since local 
pubs The Eagle and The Leathern Bottle closed 
three years ago. 

Team rector Roger Williams said: “This work 
means a lot to people. Mossley is a very cohesive es¬ 
tate with a character of its own. 


“The church was built at the same time as the es¬ 
tate, with many residents buying a brick to help pay 
for it.” 

Inside the building in Cresswell Crescent is a mul¬ 
ti-purpose hall which converts into a church when 
the partition is drawn back behind, revealing choir 
pews, a litany desk, organ and altar. 

Around 400 people a week use the centre for activi¬ 
ties such as scouts and guides meetings, kick-boxing, 
craft sessions and, more recently, courses covering 
employment skills. 

The cash for the makeover came from three 
sources, with more than £49,000 coming from SUEZ 
Communities Trust, over £58,000 from Biffa Award 
and a further £36,000 from Mossley Big Local Part¬ 
nership. 


School does 
it again with 
outstanding 
Ofsted rating 

A PRIMARY school in Staffordshire has 
been rated outstanding for the second 
time in a row by watchdog Ofsted. 

St Joseph and St Theresa Catholic 
Primary, in Burntwood, was praised 
across the board. It is the second consec¬ 
utive outstanding rating at the school 
after it previously received the highest 
grading in 2009. 

The school’s headteacher, Isabel 
Walker, was singled out in the report 
for building on the substantial strengths 
previously established, and introducing 
a fresh outlook ‘which required all staff 
to adopt and accept higher expectations 
and greater levels of challenge’. 

Mrs Walker took over as head in Sep¬ 
tember 2017, having previously worked 
as deputy headteacher. 

School governors confirmed she was 
committed to making sure ongoing im¬ 
provements are fully implemented, me¬ 
ticulously checked and never relaxed. 

“You have quickly created a strong 
team of staff who are resolute in provid¬ 
ing rich learning opportunities and high 
levels of support for each pupil,” the re¬ 
port added. 

School staff were praised for raising 
standards and attainment in reading, 
writing and mathematics. 

In 2016, published school data showed 
the rate of pupils’ progress by the end of 
key stage 2 was well below the national 
average in all three key areas. The re¬ 
port stated pupils’ work in all subjects 
is ‘presented to a very high standard’. 

In maths, ‘teachers plan daily lessons 
which ensure that pupils gain the right 
breadth of knowledge, depth of un¬ 
derstanding and application of skills’, 
the report said. Mrs Walker was also 
praised for the outcome of introducing 
‘drop everything and read’ sessions, 
which provide greater opportunities for 
pupils to read. The school has been told 
to further consolidate and embed recent 
initiatives. 



Why not experience the ‘uplifting’ effect of 
Lichfield Smiles’ bespoke, more natural-looking 
dentures? 

Hand-created for the perfect fit, with realistic 
tooth shape, colour and even gum tones, our 
dentures not only feel fantastic but help you 
look your best too. 

The results? A smile you can be proud of, 
renewed self-confidence and a smoother, 
more youthful looking jawline. 

More affordable than you’d ever imagine. 

Call now to book a FREE consultation and 
let us put a smile on your face. 


LICHFIELD 


iriLi_ i_j 

Smiles 


www.smiles.uk. com 

Matt Burnell BSc (Hons] Dip CDT RCS (Eng] 
E lichfieldOsmiles.uk.com gdc 123633 


Smiles (MB) Limited i 46 Upper St. John Street I Lichfield ! Staffordshire I WS14 9DX 


SKOOOTT 

THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS EVERY MONDAY 


BEST CARE 

-MOBILITY-— 


©MftffiQ 



GO®® GDdd 


GEpflOfMilp 


available 


Scooters, Rise and Recline 
Chairs, Wheelchairs 
and Daily Aids 
Also available 


12 months parts 
and labour included 


01922 478723 

8 Norton Road, Pelsall, 
Walsall WS3 4AY 



*SPRIN(t 


WORKING IN THE 
LOCAL AREA 
FOR 38 YEARS 


Solid Roof Systems 
Specialist Tiled Roofs 

FROM £3,995 


Includes LED Lights, Solar Glazed 
Atrium, Plastered Brickwork & 
Base FROM £16,995 


T 


aa: 


>Mki 


Buy Now Pay 2019 
Composite Doors 

FROM £650* 


FREE UPGRADE to Anthracite 
Grey on White during March 


CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, WINDOWS, 
DOORS, FLUSH SASH WINDOWS, SOLID 
CONSERVATORY ROOFS 


JSh W 4 Select 

Windows. Don 


Windows, Doors and Conservatories 

F E N S A w/rVw 

i office- FREEPHONE 

HEAD OFFICE: aqaa OOQ 

Select House, Walsall Rd, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AQ OOOA ° 

Mon-Fri 9.00am-5.00pm Sat 10.00am-4.00pm Sun Closed 3384 

Authorised and Validated by The Financial Conduct Authority. We are a credit broker and not a lender. 
We offer credit ft 


by The Financial Conduct Authority 
rom one lender Select Windows (l/loi 
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WALSALL FIREPLACES 

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS. 

Largest Choice at the Lowest Prices 

“FREE no Obligation Surveys” “FREE Delivery” 

_ “Expert Fittinq Service Available” 



Walsall 

^Fireplaces 

TRADITIONAL SETTINGS 


Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday Open 10.00am-4.00pm 
Thursday Closed 
Sunday Closed 


Tel: 01922 644407 































Deep-seated devotion 
for couple after 60 years 


IT was love at first ‘sit’ for a 
couple who have celebrated 
their diamond wedding anni¬ 
versary. 

Betty and Terrance Walker’s 
romance started the first day they 
met at the age of 17, when she 
ended up on his lap as the music 
stopped and they ran to grab a 
seat at Brownhills Memorial Hall 
in a game of musical chairs. 

Love blossomed and now, both aged 
81 and living in Burnt wood, they have 
just celebrated 60 years of marriage. 

Terry grew up in Bulger Road, Bil- 
ston. 

He moved with his family to his 
grandmother’s at Muckley Corner and 
studied in Lichfield before moving to 
Shire Oak. 

Electrician 

Betty grew up in Norton Canes 
where she studied at the village sec¬ 
ondary modern. 

Terry worked with railway signal 
boxes which earned him an appren¬ 
ticeship at Rubery Owen and he went 
on to work as an electrician at Walsall 
Wood colliery before becoming an elec¬ 
trical engineering lecturer at Walsall 
College for 30 years. Meanwhile, Betty 
worked as a secretary. 

They married at St James’ Church, 
Brownhills, but Terry’s mother was 
unable to attend because she was ill so 
the newlyweds visited her in hospital. 

Betty She added: “We still walk a 
lot, we are very active.” 

The couple belong to the local ram¬ 
bling and wildlife group. 

She concluded: “We have got a huge 
garden so we spend a lot of time there, 
especially in the summer, and the rest 
of the time we just enjoy ourselves.” 



Betty and Terrance Walker today 


A rugby team in Burntwood has been 
given a £500 boost from a developer. 

Barratt Homes, which has a devel¬ 
opment of new homes based near the 
rugby club, donated £500 to the club’s 
U12s side. The donation was spent on 
the brand new feather flags, which are 
to be used at all home fixtures. 

Each of the flags feature the club’s 
logo, plus the five Rugby Football 



The happy couple back in 1958 


Union core values, teamwork, respect, 
enjoyment, discipline and sportsman¬ 
ship. 

Ivor Bridgman, head coach at 
Burntwood U12s said, “We’re very 
grateful to our neighbours Barratt 
Homes West Midlands for their gener¬ 
ous donation.” 

Barratt has been working on homes 
at Holly Blue Meadows. 


Rugby team's £500 boost 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 
Tel: 01543 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 




• Made to order, with a large choice of 
colours and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 




www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 
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* NORTHGATE 
KITCHENS 


www.northgatekitchens.co.uk 
t. 0800 888 6500 I 01922 666 999 



DISHWASHER 


Terms and conditions apply. Minimum order value £3500. Instore redemption only. 
Offer available while stocks last. 


VISIT OUR 
SHOWROOM 



Northgate Kitchens 
Northgate House 
Northgate, Aldridge 
WS9 8TH 

Open Hours 
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 
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Si Aldridge Fireplacesj 


FREE FITTING 


(excludes fires only) 



51A ANCHOR ROAD, ALDRIDGE 
WS9 8PT 01922 458017 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 



Kensington Chunky Oak Range Zenn 100% Solid Oak Collection 

Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit our ESSHs hoo: handcraftedfurnitureuk 
Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS119XG 
Tel: 01543 379888 Email: britanniap@aol.com 

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

_www.britanniapine.co.uk_ 


Total loss 
of stores 
in region 
nears 150 


SCORES of shops in the West Midlands 
closed their doors last year - with a total loss 
of 144 stores across the region. 

New figures released by PwC have found a reduc¬ 
tion of 144 retail outlets across the region in 2017. 
The decline is around two-and-a-half times worse 
than 2016, when the region experienced a net loss of 


60 stores. 

There was a mixed bag 
across the Black Country 
and Staffordshire - with 
some areas, including Wal¬ 
sall and West Bromwich - 
actually seeing an increase 
in the number of high street 
shops. 

Dudley saw the biggest 
loss of shops, with nine 
fewer at the end of last 
year compared to the start. 
Overall Walsall saw 15 re¬ 
tail stores open and two 
close, Wolverhampton 25 
open and 27 close, Dudley 
four open and 13 close, and 
Stourbridge none open and 
three close. 

Cannock saw seven shops 
open and 14 close, Stafford 
six open and 14 close, West 
Bromwich nine open and 
seven close, and Smethwick 
six open and nine close. 


By David Cosgrove 

Black Country LEP board 
member Ninder Johal said: 
“It’s good to see that parts 
of the Black Country are 
showing improvements 
when it comes to the retail 
landscape. But of course 
overall the structural prob¬ 
lems for retail continue - 
with changing consumer 
tastes, competition from 
places like Amazon and of 
course the digital economy. 

“I’m confident that the 
economy in the Black Coun¬ 
try seems to be in a good 
place with all the attractions 
we have across the region. 

“And I believe we can 
reverse the areas that are 
showing a downward trend 
in the number of shops and 
consolidate those which are 
showing an upward trend.” 


Gig raises £1,600 
for tumour cause 



Ben Sambrook, who died aged 14, four years ago, 
and in whose memory the event was staged 


A CHARITY concert to mark the sad death of a young mu¬ 
sic fan has raised thousands in his memory. The Aldridge 
youth charity event BENefit Gig has been held annually 
since Ben Sambrook died, aged 14, in February 2014. 

Just 10 days before his death, his friends held the first 
BENefit Gig to raise awareness of brain tumours and 
money for brain tumour charities, with the young music 
lover asking that the gigs would continue. Supporters and 
sponsors raised over £1,000 over the year to stage the gig, 
and then tickets and donations on the night made an ad¬ 
ditional £1,600 for Brain Tumour Support. The event has 
raised over £11,500 for Brain Tumour Charities so far. 


This year the event included bands and singers from 
Walsall Studio School, musicians from Aldridge School, 
Birmingham band The Real Cool, Stourbridge vocalist Zak 
Hayes and Ben’s musical sister Emily Sambrook. The event 
was opened by the Staff Rock Choir of Aldridge School. 



Unit 4, Barons Court Trading Est, Lichfield Road, Walsall 
Wood, West Midlands WS9 9AQ 
^ v Tel: 01543 452874 www.shoe-save.co, 






















































Decomposed 
body of dog is 
found by canal 

A BADLY decomposed body of a dog 
has been found on a canal towpath in 
Walsall. The RSPCA is appealing for in¬ 
formation after a member of the public 
discovered the body on the towpath at 
Abbot’s Street last Friday). It is report¬ 
ed that a brick was laying next to the 
dog’s head when it was found. 

RSPCA inspector, Kate Levesley, 
said: “The circumstances in which the 
dog’s body were found are suspicious 
and I would therefore appeal to anyone 
who has any information in relation to 
this incident. 

“The dog’s body was badly decom¬ 
posed, so we are unable to identify it’s 
sex or exact breed, but it looks like a ter¬ 
rier type. It was not microchipped. 

“The caller who discovered the body 
said that there was a brick found next 
to the body, but this could be unrelated. 

“I would therefore appeal to anyone 
who may recognise the dog, who know 
who the owner might be, or if anyone 
was seen acting suspiciously in the ar¬ 
ea.’’Anyone with information can call 
Kate on the RSPCA inspector appeal 
line on 0300 123 8018. 


Green energy zones in pipeline 
to power industry and cut bills 



A MULTI-MILLION pound 
green energy zone that will 
lower household bills and 
boost businesses has been 
earmarked for the Black 
Country. 

A new report has called for four 
Energy Innovation Zones (EIZs) 
in the West Midlands, with sites 
at Darlaston, Dudley, Wolver¬ 
hampton and the i54 under con¬ 
sideration. 

They will be tasked with providing 
a cheaper and plentiful power supply 
for industry and homes, and cutting 
air pollution. The development of new 
energy supplies has been described 
as ‘crucial’ by West Midlands Mayor 
Andy Street, who is pushing for gov¬ 
ernment funding to get EIZs off the 
ground. He says that the region will 


eventually become reliant on green 
energy to stave off capacity problems, 
and needs its own sources to enable 
businesses to flourish. The Energy In¬ 


novation Commission’s report, which 
was headed by former Government 
chief scientific adviser Sir David King, 
said the West Midlands was at the 


forefront of the modern energy rev¬ 
olution. 

Mr Street said: “The commission 
has done a brilliant job in putting 
together a detailed and thorough re¬ 
port. The whole issue of energy will 
become of great significance as we go 
forward. For manufacturers in the 
West Midlands, the cost of energy is 
important, and given our dependence 
as a region on manufacturers, this 
becomes critical.” 

He said EIZs would reduce emis¬ 
sions and lower energy bills across 
the region, while also developing 
local supply chains. “It means ending 
fuel poverty for our most vulnerable 
citizens, building our existing skills 
base to grow new industries, deliv¬ 
ering our share of the UK’s contri¬ 
bution to climate change targets and 
creating commercial successes in the 
energy arena for export worldwide.” 


The report, entitled Powering 
West Midlands Regional Growth, 
puts forward six recommendations. 

It suggests giving the £125 million 
raised from the green energy levy on 
utility companies to the West Mid¬ 
lands Combined Authority, allowing 
the Mayor and his cabinet to fund 
research and development on new 
energy. It says the West Midlands 
already has 10,000 companies in the 
energy supply chain, employing over 
56,000 people. 

Mr Street added: “The report is 
very clear. It is not just the role of 
energy as a supplier for manufactur¬ 
ing, it is an industry itself.” 

However, according to the report, 
the region also has some of the worst 
energy poverty in the UK, with poor 
air quality resulting from a high con¬ 
centration of intensive manufactur¬ 
ing areas. 


TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY 


INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 
you extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 
garage door, for lower than 
UK high street DIY retailer 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01376 571778 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 



Family Run Business Est. in 2000 


-LIMITED- 

Thinking of a 
new bathroom? 

Think you | 
can’t 
afford it? 


* NO L i 

UPFRONT ' 
DEPOSIT 
REQUIRED ' 



Trouble getting 
out of the bath? 

BATH OUT 
SHOWER IN 

From £1695 

fully installed. 


8 Norton Road, Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4AY 
T: 01922 478723 www.newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 
E: info@newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 






Express & Star 


empire appliances 

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS (NEXT TO THE RANGE) 

HUGE NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 




WASHING 

MACHINES DISHWASHERS 


TUMBLE 

DRYERS 


ELECTRIC 

COOKERS 


BUILT UNDER 
OVENS 


n 

WASHER 

DRYERS 




CERAMIC HOBS 




BUILT IN 
MICROWAVES 


SINGLE OVENS 



UNDERCOUNTER 

FRIDGES 


CHEST 

FREEZERS 


TABLETOP 

COOKERS 


MICROWAVES 


? m 




BUILT-IN 

COOKER HOODS DOUBLE OVENS 


FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 


GAS 

COOKERS 


HUGE RANGE COOKER DISPLAY 

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 



^empire appliances Telephone 

01543 502536 


SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS 



Proud supporters of 

*ey> 

HrJo Others 






HUGE FREE CAR PARK 


Final whistla 


Unit 3 Venture Centre (Next to the Range Warehouse) 

Green Lane, Cannock, WS11OJJ 

Email: sales@empireappliances.co.uk Website: www.empireappliances.co.uk 
D empireappliances Delivery and Installation available on all appliances 
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Jennifer Ashe & Son 


Funeral Directors 


At your service 24 Hours a day 7 days a week 
Funerals from £995 + Disbursements Pre-Payment Funeral Plans 



Simple Funeral 
£995 

Complete Package 
£2,750 

Traditional Funeral 
£1,450 


Horse Drawn Package 
£3,250 


Complete Cremation Package Special Price currently £2750 

Our Complete Funeral Package is designed to take away the hassle of comparing different plans and prices for 
the best value for money. This complete package covers everything you need to ensure your loved one has 
a beautiful send off with floral tributes and orders of services as some of the extras included in this plan 


01543 378 022 

78 High Street Brownhills WS8 6EW 
www.jafunerals. co. uk 


SAIF 
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Golden Charter 
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£l98k paid 
annually to 
ex-chief of 
authority 


THE ex-chief executive of Walsall Council 
was paid more than any other council offi¬ 
cial in the Black Country, taking home almost 
£200,000 in a year, new figures have revealed. 

Paul Sheehan, who was replaced by Dr Helen Pat¬ 
erson, received £198,562 in 2016/17, according to 
the latest town hall rich list. 


The amount included a 
£196,214 salary and £2,348 
in expenses. The chief ex¬ 
ecutive salary has since 
dropped to £165,000. That 
still exceeds Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s annual sal¬ 
ary of around £151,000. 

In total, eight officials at 
Walsall Council received 
more than £100,000 in 
2016/17, collecting a com¬ 
bined total of £1.07 million. 

Others at the top of the 
earning list are the direc¬ 
tor of children’s services, 
who was paid £137,191. 
The director for regenera¬ 
tion services and economy 
and the environment, who 
received £137,125 and the 
director of social care who 
got £130,642. Walsall Coun¬ 
cil was unable to provide 
names of the directors. 

The figures are made up 


Report by Alex Ros s 

of salaries, employer pen¬ 
sion contributions and other 
unspecified payments. 

It comes after council tax 
in Walsall rose 4.99 per cent 
with bills going up £78 on 
average. Tory chief, Coun¬ 
cillor Mike Bird said: “If 
there was something called 
reincarnation, I would like 
to come back as a council 
senior officer. There are 
some people who are paid 
a lot because they are pro¬ 
fessional and very talented 
at what they do. Obviously, 
that is not always every¬ 
one.” 

John O’Connell, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of the TaxPayers’ 
Alliance, said: “The sheer 
scale of these packages raise 
serious questions about pri¬ 
orities.” 


Royal secret of 
brass candlesticks 



Graham Stevenson, with one of the candlesticks 

“THEY’RE not a thing of beauty and joy, it’s only that sto¬ 
ry behind them that makes them interesting.” 

War veteran Graham Stevenson, from Walsall, wanted 
to share the fascinating story of a pair of historical brass 
candlesticks that were left to him. He said they were found 
in a hidden room at the demolished Bentley Hall, and the 
93-year-old believes they were connected to King Charles 
II, when he spent his last night in England in 1649. 

Mr Stevenson said they may look ‘bog-standard’ and 
‘ordinary’, but that in fact the candlesticks have a hid¬ 
den past. He said: “Bentley Hall was demolished about 80 
years ago and the demolition team found a secret room, and 
among other things these candlesticks were inside. 

“My aunt was a keen historian and told the team she’d 
be prepared to pay good money for anything of interest 
they found. So that’s how she got the candlesticks, but I 
don’t know how much she paid. She gave them to my elder 
sister and my sister passed them to me. They’ll probably go 
to someone in my family next.” 

Mr Stevenson was awarded five British medals for his 
Second World War service. 






COMFORT BEDS 

Established family business for over 20 years 


Huge Savings on all leading brands 





KINGSIZE FOR PRICE OF DOUBLE ON ALL 


SEALY BEDS „ ■ MiMUblz.t run rmot. ui 

4 FREE DRAWERS • KINGSIZE FOR PRICE OF I HY PN0S BEDS AND MATTRESSES 

DOUBLE ON SELECTED BEDS AND MATTRESSES I STARTING FROM £499 


20% OFF ALL SILENTNIGHT BEDS AND 
MATTRESSES 


Huge choice of mattresses and beds in stock for immediate delivery or collection • FREE delivery in this area • Disposal of old bed • Set up service available 


WALSALL SHOWROOM 

Jubilee House, Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AH (Next to Barons Court Hotel) 
Open 7 days a week, Mon-Sat: 9.00am - 5.30pm, Sunday: 10.00am - 4.00pm 

01543 529146 


SUTTON COLDFIELD SHOWROOM 

51 Birmingham Road, Sutton Coldfi eld B72 1QF (By the Empire Cinema) 
Open 7 days a week, Mon - Sat: 9.30am - 5.30pm Sunday: 11.00am - 4.00pm 

0121 355 5390 


WWW.COMFORTBEDS.CO.uk • INFO@COMFORTBEDS.CO.UK 
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IS YOUR DAUGHTER 
PRESENTLY IN YEAR 5? 


Now ii the time to Mart planning for her secondary education 


VCT&it out currnit UiidcDb me.... 
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‘Every diy 1 omit In to school I knw 
I mi vilr wij no unr viill nuU flic 
id KAfcd or uncixnl>xufcle la uw *iy." 


‘I am priHiil !•. .all m\vll a QM f)r\ ' 


OPEN EVENING 

Ikurtik) 264k April 20IB 7-9 pm 

OPEN MORNINGS 

II - 12»I5 p«n 

2l«h April. It) Mat .uul ll*. >3<k * 2<hh Jiuir 2018 
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Enjoyment and success is 
key at Queen Mary's High 


Commercial feature 


Queen Mary’s High School is 
a unique learning environment 
where students are able to thrive 
and develop knowing that they are 
supported by a committed and 
skilled staff in a setting where family 
values and high moral standards are 
central to our ethos. 

Now, as part of the Mercian Trust, we 
are able to work collaboratively with 
colleagues in other schools to extend 
and enhance the opportunities that are 
made available to our students. 

One parent says: “I am so glad I sent 
my child to QM, she has learnt brilliant 
moral values and grown a lot as a 
person.” 

Another adds: “QMHS has been 
fantastic for my daughter. I think 
the balance between work/results 
and developing the whole person is 
perfect.” 

Flourished 

In addition, a parent explains: “There 
is a lovely warm atmosphere in the 
school and it makes me feel proud 
every time I go to see my daughter 
there.” 

A final endorsement: “My child 
has been happy and flourished both 
in her education, social skills and 
confidence.” 

At Queen Mary’s High School, 
we take the individual needs of our 
students very seriously, both in their 
academic work and also in a variety of 
other ways. Lessons are designed to 
ensure that each student is challenged 



Lessons are devised so that each student is challenged at the appropriate level 


at the appropriate level as well as to 
provide opportunities for developing 
teamwork, leadership, co-operation, 
listening and a variety of other skills. 

The key element for success is 
enjoyment and you see plenty of that 
here at Queen Mary’s High School. 

The move to secondary school is 


a pivotal one in the life of any young 
person and choosing the right school 
can be challenging. 

Do come and visit us on one 
of our open events as only then 
will you be able to experience the 
unique environment that our school 
community has to offer. 




NOW OPEN IN SAINSBURY'S 

REEDSWOOD 


4 


20,000 products available to order online and collect the same day 


Plus 1000s of products available instantly 

Argos in Sainsbury's Reedswood 
Reedswood Way, Walsall, WS2 8XA 
Mon-Sat 8am-9pm | Sun10am-4pm** 



FREE £5 ARGOS VOUCHER" 


ft WHEN YOU SPEND £50 OR MORE AT ARGOS 
1-J IN SAINSBURY'S REEDSWOOD 

VOUCHER EXCLUSIVE VOUCHER OFFER 18 - 24 APRIL 2018 


argos.co.uk 


*Exclusive voucher offer valid 18-24 April 2018. Spend £50 in Argos in Sainsbury's Reedswood and receive a £5 Argos voucher, to be redeemed in Argos in Sainsbury's Reedswood by 31 July 2018. We reserve the right to alter, 
decline or withdraw or extend the offer without prior notice. **Please check opening times before you start your journey. 













Firm expresses its praise for Wayne 


A TRAINING officer has been named 
an unsung hero for his enthusiasm at 
an awards ceremony. 

Wayne Jackson, a National Express 
West Midlands driver training officer 
based in Walsall, was given the award 
at the company’s Values Award cere¬ 
mony and will now go forward to the 
National Express Group international 
final, where he will be up against col¬ 
leagues worldwide. 

Colleagues nominated him for his 
positive attitude and how he goes above 
and beyond for his work. He created a 
Toolbox Talk to help educate bus driv¬ 
ers about the dangers of fuelling and 
moving buses which was so well-re¬ 
ceived that it has now been incorporated 
into the company’s induction process. 

Wayne joined the company in 1995 
and has been in various roles including 
instructor, accident and claims handler. 
Matt Reynolds, operations manager 
said: “Wayne is a real unsung hero in 
our business. He is exemplary, passion¬ 
ate and strives for excellence.” 



Training officer Wayne Jackson seen with his award 


Hospice launches new 
look to help reduce fears 


COMPTON Hospice has un¬ 
veiled a bold new look after 
people across the region re¬ 
vealed they were ‘frightened’ 
of accessing its services. 

The Wolverhampton-based care 
provider was forced to consider 
rebranding after residents dubbed 
it a ‘death house’ and a ‘place you 
go to die’. 

Chief executive Claire Marshall said 
the sinister remarks were a ‘tragedy’ 
but hoped the new identity would ‘dis¬ 
pel the myths’ surrounding hospice 
care. She said: “If the very people you 
seek to serve are frightened of you, it’s 
just heartbreaking. 



The new name Compton Care 

“We’re on a mission to remove this 
fear and break down barriers to ser¬ 
vice access to ensure more patients get 
referred to us earlier, so we can help 
them live better lives. We have got to 


keep adapting and changing if we are 
going to serve our patients. It’s not 
just about ensuring Compton survives, 
this is about making sure we provide 
extraordinary care in the future.” 

The move to launch a new strategy 
came after an 18-month consultation 
project with patients, families, staff, 
volunteers and referral agencies in¬ 
cluding GPs. 

Medics disclosed they would only 
make referrals to the care team in the 
final weeks or days of a person’s life, 
rather than earlier in their treatment. 

Patients claimed they were some¬ 
times ‘suspicious’ of their referrals to 
the team. Compton Care is now among 
the first in the UK to remove ‘hospice’ 
from its name, Ms Marshall said. 
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THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM 
REFURBISHMENT 
We want your choice to be us. 





UP TO 



39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 




70 % 

OFF 0 "°vv 

IURRY LIMITED STOCK ON OAK » £#V/ 


furniture 




Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN 

Opening times: Mon - Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun & Bank Holidays: 10am - 4pm 

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 
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Celebrations as brothers 
clock up century of service 


BROTHERS Les and Ken Sedgwick say they are like ‘chalk 
and cheese’. Les, aged 68, is an outgoing family man, while 
67-year-old Ken is a dog-lover and ‘always joking around’. 

But despite their differences, they have always been very close. The 
pair not only work together, but live just a five-minute walk away from 
each other’s homes. And this week, the duo are celebrating an impres¬ 
sive milestone after completing a combined 100 years at the same com- 
- pany in Walsall. 


90 homes 
underwhg 
are empty 

ALMOST 100 social housing proper¬ 
ties are empty in Walsall as hundreds 
of families struggle to find a new 
home, figures show. Whg, which took 
over Walsall Council’s housing stock, 
said 90 of its 21,000 properties were 
vacant. This is fewer than in Dudley, 
where there are 387, in Sandwell, 
169, and Wolverhampton, 168. 

In total, there are 2,381 empty 
homes, including privately-owned 
properties, in the borough, with 817 
vacant for more than six months, ac¬ 
cording to latest figures from the De¬ 
partment of Local Government and 
Communities. 

Whg is set to open two new devel¬ 
opments of affordable housing in the 
summer: The Cinnamons, a 33-home 
development, in Teddesley Street, 
Walsall, and Silver Waters, a 32-home 
scheme in Market Square, Brownhills. 


Les started working at Rayburn 
Precision Engineering in Metals and 
Plastics when he was a teenager. 

He is celebrating 51 years of ser¬ 
vice in 2018. The grandfather-of-two 
said: “My brother Ken at the time was 
working in a sheet metal factory. 

“He used to come home with his 
hands cut to ribbons. I thought I 
needed to change that, so I got him 
a job at Rayburn. We worked in op¬ 
posite departments but I looked after 
him and I suppose he looked after me. 
It’s a wonderful environment to be in, 
a really amicable place to work for.” 

Ken started just two years after his 
older brother and has been with Ray¬ 
burn for 49 years. 

Both men will be receiving long-ser¬ 
vice medals this week for their efforts 
with the firm - after deciding to share 
their achievements of a combined one 
century working at the company. 

Alan Griffiths, owner of Rayburn, 
said it had been a ‘joy’ working with 
the friendly brothers, who both are 
adamant they are not ready for retire¬ 
ment yet. 

“It’s been an absolute pleasure to 
work with both Les and Ken,” he said. 
“Not just for the quality of work but 
for the support they’ve given me over 
the years. They have been an absolute 
joy to work with.” 



Brother Les, left, and Ken Sedgwick were recognised for their 100 years service by owner Alan Griffiths 


More than five 
pints may cut 
years off life 

DRINKERS who ignore alcohol con¬ 
sumption guidelines could be cutting 
years off their lives, according to new 
research. 

An analysis of nearly 600,000 peo¬ 
ple found those drinking more than 
lOOg of alcohol every week - around 
five 175ml glasses of wine or pints of 
beer - were at an increased risk of 
early death. 

Drinking more alcohol was also 
linked with a greater chance of suffer¬ 
ing a stroke, heart failure, and fatal 
aneurysm, according to the interna¬ 
tional study published in journal the 
Lancet. The findings support recently 
lowered guidelines in the UK, which 
recommend both men and women 
should not drink more than 14 units 
or 112g of pure alcohol in a week. 

This equates to around six pints 
of four per cent strength beer, or six 
175ml glasses of 13 per cent wine. 

Lead author Dr Angela Wood, of the 
University of Cambridge, said: “The 
key message of this research for pub¬ 
lic health is that, if you already drink 
alcohol, drinking less may help you 
live longer and lower your risk of sev¬ 
eral cardiovascular conditions.” 

The study analysed 599,912 current 
drinkers in 19 countries. 

Male choir to stage 
rescheduled event 

AN rescheduled annual commemo¬ 
rative concert will mark the Ham- 
stead Pit Disaster. Walsall Harmonic 
Male Voice Choir will be performing 
on Saturday, April 28, at the Miner’s 
Church, St Paul’s in Walsall Road, 
Great Barr, beginning at 3pm. 

Admission is £3. The repertoire fea¬ 
tures four-part harmony items, and 
solo performances. The event was 
due to take place on March 3, but was 
called off due to the weather. 


Buy and sell with 
ClassifiedAds 








ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 



To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 



























387 Vets focusing on keeping 
up with the latest vaccinations 


FOR NATIONAL FSJ 
PET MONTH JE4 
APRIL 2018 




Veterinary Centre 
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IS YOUR CAT OR DOG’S VACCINE OVERDUE? 


Commercial feature 

For National Pet Month, 387 Vets is 
encouraging pet owners to keep on 
track with vaccinations to make sure 
cats and dogs are fully protected 
against important diseases that 
could threaten their lives. 

Because many cats and dogs haven’t 
had a vaccine for several years and are 
therefore at risk of contracting dangerous 
diseases, the Great Wyrley practice is 
offering a full course of two injections 
to adult dogs and cats with lapsed 
vaccinations for the price of a single 
booster. 

Cats and dogs love to explore and can 
come into contact with infectious diseases 
on their travels. Thankfully, vaccination 
is an effective way of protecting against 
many of these illnesses. 387 Vets hopes 
to raise pet owner awareness about the 
importance of vaccination this April, to 
save pet lives. Best pet care is an all-year 
round priority for the small animal practice 
where the team strive to constantly go 
the extra mile. This was recognised when 
they scooped the much-coveted Practice 
of the Year award at the Petplan Veterinary 
Awards in 2017. 

“It’s the people that make the practice 
special,” says Clinical Director Hamish 
Duncan. “We’re really proud to have such 
a talented team. Three vets have extra 
postgraduate qualifications. Emma’s 
is in feline practice so she heads up 
our cat friendly clinic appointments. 

Carole has a Certificate in Advanced 
Veterinary Practice and also offers a pet 
acupuncture service. 

“And I’m one of only 150 vets in the UK 
with Advanced Practitioner status in dog 



The team, on hand to ensure owners keep up with vaccinations for their pet 



387 Veterinary Centre in Walsall Road 


and cat medicine. And our newest vet, 
Selenia, was in charge of a dental referral 
service before starting at 387 Vets. We’re 
lucky to work alongside and be supported 
by an exceptional nursing team of five fully 
qualified nurses. Coming here, you know 
your pet is getting dedicated, experienced 
professional care.” 

Supporting pet owners is equally 
important to the 12-strong team. All have 
received bereavement training and, in 
2017, 387 Veterinary Centre received an 
‘Outstanding in Client Service’ Award from 


the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
In addition, receptionist Joanne Civil 
was hailed as Petplan Practice Support 
Staff of the Year 2017, a customer service 
award-winner in her own right. 

“We’re passionate about taking 
time to get to know pets and owners, 
about being approachable, driving 
standards, really listening and treating 
and charging honestly. That 70 per cent 
of all new clients come from personal 
recommendations means a lot to us all. 

“If you don’t feel you are and your pets 
are getting the service you deserve where 
you are, why not join our client family 
and come and experience 387 Vets for 
yourself.” 

Visit www.387vets.com to watch a video 
about 387 Veterinary Centre and to find 
out more about the practice. Or call the 
centre on 01922 411755 to register your 
pet. 



Call 01922 41 1755 to claim your full course of 
2 injections for the price of a single booster. 

Protect or regret... 

v A Petplan 


-vriennonj 

Aumros 

2017 


Potion Clf tltt 


Winner 


* Cats and dogs only. Clients must be previously 
unregistered with 387 Vets. Offer is for specific vet only 
prescription products. 

Offer limited to one redemption per household 


b 




KM 




MS' 


387 Walsall Road, Great Wyrley, Walsall, WS6 6DP 

T: 01922 41 1755 www.387vets.com f 






Bradford Mall, The Saddler Centre, Walsall WS1 1YS 


tjhughes.co.uk e&oe 


TJ HUGHES 

The Discount Deportment Store 


SHARP 

32” HD Ready TV 

• Freeview HD Ready 720P 


DEHtS OF THE WEEK 


ALWAYS Vo70% OFF ” BIG BRAND S 


Barcelona 
Rattan Effect 
6pc Set 

Includes Parasol 

• Black or beige 


Durable 
Regular Jeans 

• 30S-38L 

• Choice of washes 
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Wistanstow policeman Bill Williams, who held the first ever camp in the 
back garden of his police house in 1958 


A nostalgic return to adventure 
camp in shadow of Long Mynd 


ADVENTUROUS types who enjoyed the great out¬ 
doors as youngsters and are now in their 50s, 60s 
and 70s will be making a nostalgic return to an ad¬ 
venture camp. 

They will once again enjoy tented life, hiking - and perhaps 
even a “whiffenpoof” hunt - as they celebrate the 60th an¬ 


niversary of the Longmynd A 
Stretton in Shropshire. 

Those who went to the camp 
as young lads are planning to get 
together again in the Shropshire 
Hills both to mark the diamond 
anniversary and also to remem¬ 
ber the founder, the late Bill 
Williams. 

“We are trying to get together 
some of the old boys, some of the 
leaders, some of the tent leaders 
and people who were involved, 
who were at the camp from the 
1950s to the 1990s,” said one of 
the organisers, 68-year-old Mike 
Powell, of Shrewsbury. 

“This includes me, as I was 
there in the 1960s. I was a tent 
leader and lived at the time at 
Craven Arms. It’s going to be at 
Minton where the camp is now, 
from August 9 to 12. 

“We are going to camp there. 
Some will be in the hall. We are 
hoping to pitch tents and do a lot 
of activities, singing songs and 
having a bit of a camp fire, and 
things like that. We are think¬ 
ing about doing the whiffenpoof 
hunt we did when we were kids.” 

The whiffenpoof hunt was 
one of the traditional activities 
for the youngsters at the camp. 
The elusive whiffenpoof was 
described as resembling a log 
with spikes along its back which 
looked like nails. 


Iventure Camp, near Church 

Report by Toby Neal 

Following its tracks always 
ended in the vicinity of the Card- 
ingmill Valley Cafe, where the 
youngsters were treated to lunch 
by a local lady doctor, Dr Gooch. 

The Longmynd Adventure 
Camp - in its title, Long Mynd 
is spelt as one word - had its ori¬ 
gins in 1958 when Bill Williams, 
a local policeman, held a camp 
in the back garden of his police 
house at Wistanstow, near Cra¬ 
ven Arms. The first camp in the 
foothills of the Long Mynd was 
in 1959 at a field in Minton. 

Aimed at boys aged 11 to 14, 
it was originally called The WVS 
(Women’s Voluntary Services, 
as it was then) Boys Camp, and 
its aim was to provide a camping 
holiday for deprived boys from 
the West Midlands, mainly from 
the Wolverhampton and Bir¬ 
mingham areas. Later its catch¬ 
ment area broadened. 

The camp gained charitable 
status in 1973. The Longmynd 
Adventure Camp continues as 
a charity to this day, its stated 
primary aim to provide respite 
breaks for disadvantaged chil¬ 
dren. For more information, log 
onto http://longmyndadventure- 
camp.org.uk/ 



Youngsters at the very first camp held in the shadow of the Long Mynd in 1959 



Tented life in 1965, after the camp had been up and running for some years 



Portmeirion 

& Little Trains of North Wales 

Departing Monday 9 Jul 

From Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Westminster Hotel, Rhyl 

✓ Entertainment on some nights 

t/ Heritage journeys on the Welsh Highland 
Railway, Great Orme Tramway & Ffestiniog 
Railway 

✓ Excursions to Caernarfon, Llandudno & 
Portmeirion (including entrance) 


Liverpool 

Cilia & the Beatles 

Departing Monday 6 Aug 

From Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool (all 
meals buffet style) 

✓ Guided city tour of Liverpool 

✓ Ferry trip on the River Mersey 

✓ Excursion to Southport 


5 Days 

By Coach 


£ 265 


5 Days 

By Coach 


£ 275 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

or visit online at: justgoholidays.com/RT minutes package 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 



www.expressandstar.co.uk/holidaysfrom15pounds 

*Prices are based on four people sharing and staying 3 or 4 nights. A £3 online booking 

fee applies. Token / password collection. Service and optional entertainment pass Express & Star 

charges will apply. See www.expressandstar.co.uk/holidaysfrom15pounds for details. 












































WHY PAY £1000’S FOR 

LUXURY BEDS & MATTRESSES 


KINGSIZE MULTI POSITION 
ELECTRIC ADJUSTABLE BEDS 


OFFERED WITH DOUBLE SIDED POCKET SPRUNG 
/ MEMORY FLEX MATTRESSES WITH TAILORED 
STRETCH FABRIC AND COOL VENT COMFORT 
TOP (TO HELP STOP OVERHEATING) AVAILABLE 
IN GREY CHENILLE / CREAM TAILORED DAMASK 
AND LUSH SILVER 



New Opening Times: MON - FRI 9.30am - 5.30pm, SAT 9am - 3.30pm, SUN 10.30am - 1pm 




We are the best value on luxury 
mattresses - anywhere!!! 


^ LUXURY BED mattresses - anywhere!!! I fron 

& MATTRESS ^ 01543 871979 
FACTORY OUTLET 


DELUXE 11” THICK 
DOUBLE MATTRESSES 

from £109.99 


LUXURY HAND MADE lOOO 
POCKET SPRUNG MATTRESSES 

from £169.99 


SINGLE MICRO QUILTED 
SUPPORT MATTRESSES 

from £79.99 ALL F0R IMMED| - 

ATE DELIVERY 


SPECIAL SIZES 

Any length or height 
No problem! 


f WILL BEAT ANY 
LIKE FOR LIKE i 
QUOTE! V 


\ NEW STORE OPEN IN CANNOCK TOWN CENTRE 

" (Opposite Specsavers - Closed Sundays!) NO GIMMICKS OR MISLEADING ADS LIKE 

HEAD OFFICE: Unit 9 Oaklands Park, EXSSim" PUT FR0M tm J 
Lower Road Ind Estate, Hednesford, WS12 1NB V 


t WE 00 NOT SELL 
CHEAP BEDS BUT 
HIGH QUALITY , 
BEDS CHEAPLY! \ 

DELIVERY & 

OLD BED 

TAKEN AWAY J 
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HaRvevs 

Come and visit our 

MEGA STORE 

With over 60 furniture ranges there's 
something for everyone 



DINING 


Gallagher 
Retail Park 

Wednesbury 

WS10 9QY 


per month 


Novara Dining Table & 4 Novara Chairs 

Now £1499 f £1849 when purchased individually, Save £350 


o@oo Shop online, in store or by phone harveysfurniture.co.uk 01215 055 722 


Delivery charges apply, assembly available ask Por details. Savings calculated based on individual price per piece. Image Por illustration purposes only. Credit is available subject to status to UK residents aged 
18 or over. SteinhoPP UK Retail Limited trading as Harveys acts as a credit broker and not as a lender, their registered oPPice is Festival House, Jessop Avenue, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL50 3SH. Credit 
is provided by Creation Consumer Finance Ltd (Chadwick House, Blenheim Court, Solihull B91 2AA), is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 




Debbie is 
cast for city 
pantomime 

DEBBIE McGee will star 
in Wolverhampton’s panto¬ 
mime Sleeping Beauty this 
December. 

The wife of late magic 
icon Paul Daniels will join 
Black Country comedienne 
Doreen Tipton and Ian 
Adams at the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Grand Theatre. 

Chief executive, Adrian 
Jackson, said he is delighted 
the Strictly Come Dancing 
star has joined the cast: 
“Debbie will certainly add 
extra sparkle to this year’s 
pantomime.” 

This production follows 
2017 show Jack And The 
Beanstalk, which starred 
the likes of Lisa Riley, Ga¬ 
reth Gates, and Dame Trot. 

More cast members for 
Sleeping Beauty are set to 
be announced soon. 

The show comes to the 
city centre theatre from De¬ 
cember 8 to January 13. 


Park bird statue damaged 



Founding member of Creative AIMS Ivor James and vice chair James Evans 


RESIDENTS are outraged af¬ 
ter a sculpture of a bird that 
was only installed last year 
has been damaged by van¬ 
dals. 

The robin was created and in¬ 
stalled in Willenhall Memorial 
Park only last year as part of a 
£50,000 revamp project but part 
of it’s beak is now missing in what 
a councillor has called a ‘despica¬ 
ble act of mindless vandalism’. 

It is one of six sculptures at the 
park, along with Tommy soldiers 
that welcomes visitors at the main 
entrance, that were installed to com¬ 
memorate the soldiers who helped to 
construct the park after World War 
One. They were also put in place for a 
big event to mark the centenary of the 
end of the war. 

Ward Councillor Diane Coughlan 
said: “It is a despicable act of mind¬ 
less vandalism. I do not know what 
pleasure anyone has had out of it. 
They were only put in last year for a 
big event to mark the end of the war 


and celebrate the park. I think it is great 
that Creative AIMs wanted to help and they 
acted immediately. They are a smashing 
group of people who are part of Friends of 
Willenhall Memorial Park. It is brilliant 
they have stepped up to the mark and 


wanted to do something. We cannot be too de¬ 
spondent. We cannot let the vandals win, we 
have to keep fighting.” 

A photograph of the damaged sculpture 
was soon posted onto Willenhall Ay We.co.uk 
Facebook page with the caption: ‘Vandalism 


at it’s worst! Can people not leave anything 
alone in Willenhall?’ 

A fundraising campaign has been launched 
by community group, Creative AIMs, to raise 
money to repair it and Walsall Council have 
contacted the artist who created them, Robot 
Cossey, to see if anything can be done to fix it. 

It was part of a project to revamp the park 
including creating a new heritage trail, memo¬ 
rial garden and improving access around the 
pavilion and bowling green. 

A spokesman for Creative AIMs said: “It 
was such a beautiful thing, the sculptures are 
meant to attract people to the park and bring 
a positive feel to it. It has made us angry that 
someone would do this. It is really letting Wil¬ 
lenhall down. 

“It may only be small but the park is a rep¬ 
resentation of the community. We set the tar¬ 
get of £1,000 and maybe the rest of the money 
could be spent on the park and another sculp¬ 
ture. 

“The community has helped our group so 
we want to help the community. Ninety nine 
per cent of people in Willenhall use the park 
including this group. We go there to take pho¬ 
tos for our blog.” 

Donations can be made www.gofundme. 
com/help-the-robin-at-willenhall-park 


Water con** 
pair stole 
man’s cash 

CASH was stolen when a 
man tricked his way into a 
victim’s home posing as a 
water board worker. 

The incident was reported 
in Old Park Road in Darlas- 
ton was reported to West 
Midlands Police this week. 

One man said that he 
needed the victim to run 
several taps. 

While this was being 
done, another man entered 
the home and after search¬ 
ing several rooms, made off 
with a large amount in cash. 

The man, an Asian male 
aged 35 to 40 and of a large 
build, was wearing a high vis 
jacket over a brown fleece 
and a brown fur hat. The 
incident happened between 
about 11.15am and 12.30pm 
on Monday, April 9. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion can call 101 quot¬ 
ing reference number 
20WS/78767D/18. 



S0OO 


leyer 


Europe 




. . EXCLUSIVE 

* READER OFFER! 
l£ r> SAVE £20pp 

on all tours. 


Offer Code: READ 


Enjoy one of our fully escorted touring holidays 
travelling by luxury coach. 

✓ Holidays from only £259pp 

✓ Luxury coaches with extra legroom 

✓ £50pp low deposit 
/ FREE brochure - order now! ® ABTA J iT jL 1 


Local joining points: Birmingham, Walsall, Cannock* Wolverhampton 


Call 01709 385 526 (Quote: RP32) www.leger.co.uk 

Terms & conditions apply. *Supplements may apply. 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY WITH OUR 
BRONZE FIXED PRICE RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in 
Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in 
Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs. 
expressandstar.com 

Package Price £399* 


- 5 line advert to appear in 
Express & Star Classified jobs 
for 5 nights 

■ We will run the lineage and 
online advert on a daily basis 
until you fill the vacancy 


Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


V 

McCarthy & Stone 

- Retirement living to the full - 


Last few luxury retirement apartments in Walsall 
Find out more today 



Kilhendre Court is a beautiful development situated just across from the 
Walsall Arboretum. 

Kilhendre Court has proven extremely popular and we have just 3 stunning apartments 
left, which all benefit from carpets, curtains and luxury light fittings, plus great views 
across the Arboretum. 

Tour our remaining three apartments this April and don’t miss out on the chance to own 
a beautiful new home. Our development is open via appointment only, so please call to 
book at a time and date that suits you. 


Our remaining apartments 



f 

1 ^ 1 


Call 0800 882 1766 to book 

★★★★★ 

[ - \ 

an appointment or visit 

WlLtt 

Jpgs 



mccarthyandstone.co.uk/kilhendrecourt 


*Prices correct at time of print LP-WalsallChronicle 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Garden grow greenhouse 



From only £219.99 plus £14.95 P&P* 


Ideal to get your growing underway, this 
greenhouse features double-layered 
shatterproof polycarbonate glazing to protect 
your plants, a heavy-duty galvanised zinc steel 
base for extra stability, integral guttering to 
collect rainwater for use at your convenience, 
a sliding door and large roof vent. 

Available with either a galvanised bare 
aluminium silver frame or a corrosion-resistant 
coated green frame and in two sizes to suit 
your needs: the 6x4 version measures W: 6’ 2” 
(1.89m) x D: 4’ 3” (1.31m) x H: 6’ 6” (2.01m); the 
6x6 version measures W: 6’ 2” (1.89m) x D: 6’ 
2” (1.89m) x H: 6’ 6” (2.01m). All fixtures, fittings 
and instructions are included. 

D9399 Green 6.2 x 4.3ft 
£229.99 Was £449.99 
G0509 Silver 6.2 x 4.3ft 
£219.99 Was £399.99 
G0467 Green 6.2 x 6.2ft 
£279.99 Was £469.99 
G0510 Silver 6.2 x 6.2ft 
£269.99 Was £449.99 





Wall-mounted metal 
rooster garden clock 


G2625 Metal rooster 


garden clock 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


This elegant garden wall clock features a 
rooster perched on top and an attractive 
spiral-patterned bracket. It has a Roman 
numeral face with black time hands. Simply 
mount to your preferred wall or fence 
using the sturdy built-in mount (screws not 
supplied), and keep track of time while you 
are enjoying long lazy days in the garden. 
Constructed from powder-coated steel 
for durability, this clock makes a handy 
addition to any garden or conservatory. 
Requires one AA battery (not included). 
Measures diameter 60.3 x D4cm. 



Only £69.99 plus £6.95 P&P* 


Transport tools, compost, logs, building materials or plants around your garden with ease. The tray 
is constructed from strong polypropylene and the durable chassis is powder-coated steel to create a 
hardwearing garden essential. Featuring puncture proof pneumatic wheels, the four-wheel design helps 
to spread the weight evenly across the cart, for maximum efficiency. 

This sturdy cart can transport loads up to 250kg, and has a 75-litre capacity. The handle has a 
rubberised grip for added comfort. Requires some self-assembly. 

Measures: tray L93 x W50 x H21cm, cart L98 x W50 x H96.5cm. 

Weighs: 13.4kg. 

G2683 75-litre garden cart 


Garden 

—Gear 


75-litre garden cart 


Seville three-piece 
rattan set 


Only £129.99 plus £19.95 P&P* 




Perfect for placing on your patio, lawn or decking so that you can enjoy the best of the summer in 
complete comfort, this fantastic garden furniture set includes two stylish chairs and a matching coffee 
table with a glass top. The brown and black sets come with cream cushions and the grey set comes with 
contrasting pale grey cushions, which can be removed and stored easily when not in use. Also available 
are spare cushion covers for when the originals are being cleaned. Made from UV light resistant, 
weatherproof, hand-woven rattan-effect PVC for added durability. Chairs measure W58 x D60 x H85.5cm. 
Table measures W40 x L40 x H41cm. Supplied as a flat-pack, self-assembly required. Maximum weight 
limit: 100kg. Also available is a garden furniture cover to ensure the protection of your rattan furniture, 
which is advised to be used in adverse and winter weather when the furniture is not in use. 


G0530 Brown with cream cushions 
G0531 Grey with pale grey cushions 
G0532 Black with cream cushions 


G0533 Spare cream cushion covers £14.99 
G0534 Spare pale grey cushion covers £14.99 
D9630 Furniture cover £19.99 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

82856 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 8th January - 8th April 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. *Please note that due to the weight of this product, delivery will take between 5 and 7 days. Due to courier limitations we are unable to deliver this product outside mainland UK, to Scottish Highlands, Isles or BFPO addresses. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (82856), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irTTTii i i i i i r i i ii i i i s e rt m/m arm/m as rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 





















POSTAGE 

Please add p&p charge. Highest single charge is applicable per order. TOTAL 









































































IVTKHSATH >\AI. 

M omm* 

1 a 3n»Nr . . 

BlGGtS\ 

alsslc BIKE SHOW 


APRiL 21-22 WML 

STAFFORD SmSok 

COTi 'jMlWMl* ^9^ 


THE 

BOAT INN 


1 OPENING HOURS 

Monday CLOSED Tuesday CLOSED 
Wednesday to Saturday Lunch 

12:00 - 14:30 

DINNER 18:00 - 21:30 

Sunday 12:00 -18:00 

1 Beer Garden Open 

bar Menu 

Summer Evening 

Set Menu 

AVAILABLE 

6pm - 7pm 

ALL DAY 

WEDNESDAY TO FRIDAY 

Wednesday to 

2 COURSES £14.95 

I_Sunday 

3 COURSES £17.95 


* 
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To advertise 
in this space 

Please call 
Sharon Oscar on 
01543465335 




A twisted, nerve-jangling tale 
of horror will play out at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre when Phil Daniels 
stars in the gothic thriller 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 

The age-old tale by Robert Louis Stevenson focuses 
on one of the kind and gifted Dr Jekyll’s most audacious 
experiments, in which he tries to separate good from evil. 

Inadvertently, Jekyll unleashes an alternative 
personality of pure evil.. . the mysterious Mr Hyde. And 
as the sinister figure starts causing terror and havoc 
in foggy London, Jekyll must race to find a cure for his 
monstrous alter-ego before it takes over for good. 

The new production will feature at Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre from May 1-5 and stars Phil Daniels, 
whose extensive and varied credits include Jimmy 
Cooper in Quadrophenia, Richards in Scum and Kevin 
Wicks in EastEnders. 

Phil has worked with the RSC and NT and appeared on 
stage in productions as diverse as Les Miserables and 
This House. 

We caught up with the star to find out what made him 
take on the role of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 

How would you describe this version on the classic 
story? 

“It’s set in Victorian London so it’s traditional in that 
respect and it’s quite close in many respects to the book 
as well, but it delves into Dr Jekyll’s personal life a bit 
more. There are more female characters in it, like his 
sister, and it explores how his father - who started the 
experiment which Dr Jekyll continues - was never very 
nice to him in his lifetime.” 

What’s your take on the dual characters of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde? 

“When I first spoke to Jenny King [the show’s 
producer and creator of the Touring Consortium Theatre 
Company] about Jekyll and Hyde I was interested in the 
way sometimes when people have a drink they become 
different people. You know, they can be as good as 
gold one day but as soon as they’ve had a drink 
they become snarling animals. I was interested 
in that and approaching the characters from 
a point of view that, even though there is a 
liquid that Jekyll does take that turns him 
into this monster or which exposes the 
darker side of his personality, that darker 
side is in him already. He just releases it.” 

What are the challenges for you as an 
actor? 

“It’s about making it as real as possible 
- that there are two aspects of his 
personality and not just a crazed 
animal that’s come out of 
nowhere. It’s about finding out 
why Dr Jekyll is also Edward 
Hyde. What I don’t want to 
do is make Hyde just evil, I 
want the audience to make 
their own mind up about 
who’s the worst out of 
the two of them or who’s 
the best, which facets of 
each character they like 
or appreciate and which 
facets they don’t. That’s the 
challenge - to make them 
both credible people. One 
might be a villain and one 
might commit a murder but 
it’s because of the other one’s 
personality that he does it.” 

Why do you feel theatre 
audiences love a good stage 
thriller? 

“If there’s a story that 
captures your imagination 
and has a beginning, a 
middle and an end, where 
something might happen 




or might not happen, it’s quite thrilling. The Jekyll 
and Hyde story is just one of those stories that’s 
always caught people’s imaginations. I don’t 
know how many pages the book is; I think it’s 
only about 60 pages long, it’s very slim. It’s 
a tiny book that has lead to an industry of 
people making films, musicals, plays, other 
books, writing about it and analysing it. It’s 
very popular and understandably so.” 

What twists does David Edgar’s play spin 
on the well-known story? 

“He gets at the heart of the story. He tries 
to give a reason for Jekyll and Hyde’s 
breakdown, where Jekyll’s father 
gives him no credit but he 
gives the daughter credit 
instead. There’s a secret 
in the past between the 
sister and the brother 
that’s quite violent 
so it’s not just Hyde 
who’s the violent one, 
there’s something 
violent in Jekyll as 
well. That’s what’s 
interesting about 
Edgar’s script; 
he gets deep 
into that. Plus 
with characters 
like Lanyon and 
Utterson there’s a 
debate going on 
within the play about 
Victorian England, 
how the poor are being 
treated and whether it’s 
because of society that 
people do bad things or 
because of the binary system of 
our personalities.” 


• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


Have you done any research into the Victorian era? If 
so, what have you been most interested to learn? 

“It’s interesting that medicine was at a stage where 
they started to think anything was possible. Great leaps 
forward were happening and to be involved in that as 
a doctor would have been something someone like Dr 
Jekyll would have relished. I think part of his motivation 
for continuing these experiments and to write papers 
about them is to gain notoriety in medical circles. Maybe 
he’s just an ordinary doctor who is trying to push his way 
into being famous.” 

You’ve had such a long and varied career. Which roles 
are you most recognised for? 

“Mainly it’s because of Quadrophenia, which has 
become a cult film over the years. I get a little bit of 
EastEnders but not so much. [Laughs] It depends on 
which supermarket you go to; it happens more in Lidl 
than Marks and Spencer’s but there you go.” 

With a role like this do you enjoy disappearing into a 
character? 

“It’s quite a leap for me because I’m playing Jekyll as 
a posh Edinburgh doctor and Hyde as a Glaswegian. 

I’m burying myself in all that, but it’s enjoyable getting 
deep into characters. You have to put the work in. 

[Laughs] Although I don’t get deep enough to go around 
murdering people, of course.” 

Are you more Jekyll or Hyde? Or a bit of both? 

“I think there’s a little bit of me in both of them. There’s 
a bit of snobbery in Hyde and a bit of swagger in Jekyll 
but also a bit of swagger in Hyde too. It’s the same with all 
of us I suppose.” 

And finally, you’ll play Wolverhampton Grand at the 
start of May. Does it have any significance for you? 

“All of Blur’s road crew are from Wolverhampton and 
because of my association with the band hopefully some 
of those boys will come see the show.” 

ANDY RICHARDSON 
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Singer-songwriter Isaac 
is not Terrified any more 


RISING star Isaac Grade released his self- 
titled debut album last week and will be 
playing songs from it at Birmingham’s 02 
Institute tomorrow (Friday). 

The singer-songwriter’s mellow music has caused 
a stir and attracted growing attention with the singles 
Terrified and The Death of You & I. 

With a voice apparently mature beyond his years, 
the 23-year-old former University of East Anglia 
creative writing student has been mentioned in the 
same breath as several greats. Having uploaded a 
demo version of his breakthrough song Last Words, 
he found it daunting to find his name placed alongside 
such music heroes as Jeff Buckley and Bob Dylan. 

“I was like Tm no good! I can’t write a song! You’ve 


got me wrong! It’s difficult with that gaze because they 
want integrity, they want truth, the want honesty - but 
they also want a big old smash hit,” he says. 

“At that time of writing songs, it was purely to try and 
do justice to the things I was feeling.” 

Then he took time out of the spotlight to explore new 
musical territory and learn to interact with a full band. 
The result is his debut album. He says: “I feel, at this 
point, really ready to put out the record, ready to live 
by it and ready to learn from it. Then I’ll go forward.” 

The pick of the gigs also includes: Saturday, Bolan 
boogie with T Rextasy, Bilston’s Robin 2; Monday, 
Barenaked Ladies back with their 15th album Fake 
Nudes, 02 Institute; Wednesday, hard rockers Of Mice 
& Men, 02 Institute. 


Express jazz from 
acclaimed guitarist 


JAZZ guitarist Remi Harris, 
whose celebrity fans and 
collaborators include Jamie 
Cullum, will be performing 
at the Pizza Express in 
Brindley Place, Birmingham, 
tomorrow night (Friday). 

Remi, pictured, has more than 
40 dates booked with his jazz and 
blues trio travelling more than 6,000 
miles in three months. 

Remi’s unique style draws 
inspiration from gypsy swing, blues, 
rock and world music. He has 
toured worldwide and performed on 
the Chris Evans Radio 2 breakfast 


show with Jamie Cullum, and has 
appeared at the Montreal Jazz 
Festival, the BBC Proms and on 
Radio 3. Jamie Cullum, who hosts 
his own jazz show on Radio 2, 
said, “Remi Harris is an incredible 
guitarist, I’m absolutely blown away 
by his talent.” 

Herefordshire-born Remi, 30, 
said, “I’m really looking forward 
to performing in Birmingham 
again, it has a rich history of great 
music and I always enjoy playing 
there. We’ve been working on new 
material and we’re excited to be on 
the road again.” 

From the day he was born his 
mother, of French origin, chose the 



name Remi, 
inspired by the 

musical scale Do-Re-Mi. He called 
his first album ‘Ninick’ in memory of 
his mother. 

Primarily self taught, Remi 
started playing at the age of seven, 
initially inspired by rock and blues 
guitarists such as Jimi Hendrix, 
Peter Green and Jimmy Page. In his 
late teens he developed an interest 
in jazz music, in particular artists 
such as Django Reinhardt and Wes 
Montgomery. 

To book tickets contact www. 
remiharris.co.uk or call Pizza 
Express on 0207 4394962 and ask 
for the Birmingham show. 


Magnum marking 
50 years in music 

British hard rock legends 
Magnum will perform at 
Birmingham Symphony Hall 
on Thursday as part of their 
Eternity World Tour. The 
rearranged show coincides 
with the release of their 
new album Lost on the 
Road to Eternity. Fronted 
by founders Bob Catley and 
Tony Clarkin, pictured, Magnum 
have become stalwarts of the classic rock scene 
in the UK over 50 years. The current five-piece 
line-up includes Rick Benton (keyboards), bassist 
Al Barrow and drummer Lee Morris. 



Drag, disco, dance, 
comedy and science 

Three men from West Bromwich Operatic Society 
will be putting on the flamboyant make up and 
outrageous frocks when the company brings disco 
hit-packed musical Priscilla Queen of the Desert 
to Wolverhampton Grand Theatre from Tuesday to 
Saturday. Based on the hit movie, the stage show 
follows the adventures of a troupe of drag queens 
across the Aussie Outback in an often hilarious and 
sometimes poignant road trip. 

Strictly Come Dancing’s Aljaz and Janette will 
be Remember Fred (Astaire) at Symphony Hall, 
Birmingham, on Saturday. That’s the same night 
comedian Robin Ince, who co-presents BBC Radio 
4’s Infinite Monkey Cage science chat with Professor 
Brian Cox, brings his Pragmatic Insanity solo show to 
Wolverhampton’s Arena Theatre. 


ENTERTAINMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE 

at the PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


APRIL 


GILBERT O’SULLIVAN SERIOUSLY DEAD 


Tuesday 
24 April 
7.30pm 
£29.50 




Thursday 
26 April 
7.30pm 
£21 



BOB BROLLY 

Wednesday 25 April 
2.30pm 
£12 

Cone. £10 



MAY 


JOE Mc ELDERRY 

Thursday 
3 May 
7.30pm 
£26 



Inspiring jL 

ssx 


Box Office 

01543 578 762 

tickets.princeofwales.live 
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The Queen's Birthday 
Party 

(BBC1,8pm) 

A concert in celebration of Her 
Majesty The Queen's 92nd 
birthday, live from the Royal 
Albert Hall, featuring 
performances from acts 
from across the world and stars 
from around the 
Commonwealth. Tom Jones, 
Kylie Minogue, Craig David, 
Anne Marie, Shawn Mendes, 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo and 
Sting & Shaggy are among 
those taking part. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Asian 
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

I. 00 BBC News. 1.15 The London 
Marathon: My Reason to Run. 1.45 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. 
Coverage of two first-round matches 
involving Kyren Wilson and Ronnie 
O’Sullivan. 4.35 BBC News. 4.45 
Regional Programme. 4.55 Match of the 
Day Live: The FA Cup. Manchester United 
v Tottenham Hotspur (Kick-off 5.15pm). 

7.15 Pointless Celebrities. Diane 

Louise Jordan, the Rev Richard 
Coles, Nancy Dell’Olio, Matt 
Barbet, Sharron Davies, Mark 
Foster, Gyles Brandreth and Susan 
Caiman all take part in the 
unorthodox quiz show. (R) 

8.00 The Queen’s Birthday Party. A 
concert in celebration of Her 
Majesty The Dueen’s 92nd 
birthday, live from the Royal Albert 
Hall, featuring performances from 
acts from across the world and 
stars from around the 
Commonwealth. Tom Jones, Kylie 
Minogue, Craig David, Anne Marie, 
Shawn Mendes, Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo and Sting & Shaggy are 
among those taking part. 

9.40 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Dermot’s pre¬ 
marriage nerves get the better of 
him, so he locks himself away in a 
cupboard. (R) 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Highlights of 
Saturday’s two Premier League 
fixtures - Watford v Crystal 
Palace, and West Bromwich 
Albion v Liverpool. 

II. 00MOTD: FA Cup Semi-Final 

Highlights. Dan Walker presents 
highlights of Manchester United v 
Tottenham Hotspur in the opening 
semi-final of this year’s 
competition at Wembley Stadium. 
11.20The Button. Game show set 
simultaneously in the houses of 
five UK families, whose members 
compete to win challenges 
determined by The Button in the 
comfort of their living rooms. (R) 
11.50 Film: The Recruit. (2003) A 
hacker is recruited into the CIA 
and is given a top-secret 
assignment to root out a mole 
within the agency’s training 
programme. Thriller, starring Al 
Pacino and Colin Farrell. 

1.40 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.45 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.15 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. (R) 6.40 Naomi’s Nightmares 
of Nature. (R) 7.10 The Pets Factor. 7.30 
The Dengineers. 8.00 Absolute Genius: 
Monster Builds. 8.30 Beyond Bionic. 

9.00 Robot Wars. (R) 10.00 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. 
12.00 Wanted Down Under. (R) 12.30 
Trust Me, I’m a Doctor. (R) 1.30 Britain’s 
Biggest Warship. (R) 2.30 Top of the 
Shop with Tom Kerridge. (R) 3.30 Top of 
the Shop with Tom Kerridge. (R) 4.30 
Final Score. 5.15 Money for Nothing. (R) 
6.00 Antiques Road Trip. In Liverpool, 
Natasha Raskin Sharp hopes for a 
big hit with a Sgt Pepper-style 
military jacket, while Charles 
Hanson finds two maritime- 
themed stained glass panels. (R) 
7.00 Live Snooker: The World 

Championship. Jason Mohammad 
presents coverage of the 
concluding session on the opening 
day of the ranking tournament at 
the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
where the first-round match 
involving Mark Selby is scheduled 
to conclude, and Ali Carter begins 
his campaign. Selby is given the 
honour of being involved in the first 
fixture of the tournament in his role 
as reigning champion, and the 
world number one is aiming to win 
the title for the fourth time in the 
last five years. 

8.00 The Forest. An engineering team 
is called out to repair a 6-ton 
logging machine, while the owner 
of Balloch O’Dee campsite 
prepares to stage a comedy night. 
Mark Bonnar narrates. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The vicar and the 
verger enlist in the Home Guard, 
but their over-enthusiastic man- 
management brings the wrath of 
Warden Hodges down upon the 
platoon. (R) 

9.00 Imagine-Habaneros: You Say 
You Want a Revolution? Part 
One. Part one of two. 

Documentary exploring the lives of 
Havana residents in the wake of 
Raul Castro stepping down as 
president of Cuba, leaving the 
country facing an uncertain future. 
10.00 Film: Testament of Youth. (2014) 
A young woman gives up her place 
at Oxford University to be a nurse 
during the First World War. Period 
drama, starring Alicia Vikander. 
12.00 Snooker: The World 
Championship. 12.50 Snooker: World 
Championship Extra. 2.50 Civilisations. 
(R) 3.50 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 
6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.25 The Tom and Jerry Show. (R) 

7.30 Teen Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure 
Time. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. 
8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ballon 
Saturday. 9.25 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. 11.20 Film: Nanny McPhee. 
(2005) 1.20 ITV News; Weather. 1.30 
ITV Racing: Live from Ayr. Including the 
Coral Scottish Grand National Handicap 
Steeple Chase at 4.05. 4.30 You’ve Been 
Framed! (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Ninja Warrior UK. A special 
celebrity edition of the obstacle- 
course challenge, with contestants 
including former Olympic athlete 
Katharine Merry and Kenzie from 
Blazin’ Squad testing their 
strength, speed and courage. 
Those who make it to the end of 
the adrenaline-fuelled mission face 
one final task - scaling the heights 
of a tower named Mount 
Midoriyama. Hosted by Ben 
Shephard, Rochelle Humes and 
Chris Kamara. 

7.30 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 

Madcap panel show presented by 
the comedian, who presides over 
two teams nominally tasked with 
saving planet Earth from any 
potential alien invasion. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and Dec 
host the nationwide talent search, 
which sees a wide variety of acts, 
from comedians to contortionists, 
singers to spoon players, compete 
to impress judges Simon Cowell, 
Amanda Holden, Alesha Dixon and 
David Walliams and win a huge 
cash prize and a coveted slot at the 
Royal Variety Performance. 

9.20 The Keith & Paddy Picture Show. 
Keith Lemon and Paddy 
McGuinness recreate Top Gun, 
with a little help from Keith Allen, 
Sarah Parish and Marc Warren. 
9.50 ITV News; Weather. 

10.10 Film: Private Benjamin. (1980) A 
society widow enlists in the army 
in the hope of finding a new 
direction, but comes into conflict 
with her tough commanding 
officer. Comedy, with Goldie Hawn. 

12.15 Change YourTune. (R) 1.05 
Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Mobil 1: The Grid. 6.40 Motor 
Sport: Volkswagen Racing Cup. 7.05 The 
King of Oueens. (R) 7.30 The King of 
Oueens. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.20 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.55 Frasier. (R) 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.55 The Simpsons. (R) 12.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.35 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.30 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 5.35 
The Secret Life of the Zoo. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Restoration Man: Best 
Builds. George Clarke chooses 
four of his favourite church 
conversions from the programme, 
featuring a couple who hoped their 
old fisherman’s church in Devon 
would bring them together, and a 
young father whose single-minded 
dedication to restoring a medieval 
Welsh chapel almost tore his 
family apart. Plus, the restoration 
novices who risked financial ruin 
to transform a Cumbrian village 
church’s iconic spire, and a couple 
from Newcastle who battled the 
elements to create a bohemian 
artistic retreat 400 miles away in 
the Outer Hebrides. (R) 

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns. 
Alice Roberts explores the Norman 
period of British history in 
Winchester. She attempts to storm 
a castle wearing chain mail and 
investigates the origins of modern 
surgery. 

9.00 Film: Dirty Grandpa. (2016) 
Premiere. An uptight lawyer 
preparing to marry his boss’s 
controlling daughter and secure a 
prestigious job is persuaded to 
drive his fun-loving grandfather to 
Florida. However, the old man is 
convinced his grandson is about 
to make a terrible mistake, and 
turns the road trip into a wildly 
hedonistic weekend in the hope of 
inspiring him to get more fun out 
of life. Comedy, starring Robert De 
Niro and Zac Efron. 

II. 00 Film: Colombiana. (2011) An 

orphan grows up to be an assassin 
while secretly plotting revenge on 
the gangsters who murdered her 
parents. Action thriller, starring 
Zoe Saldana and Cliff Curtis. 

1.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.50 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.00 Building the 
Dream. (R) 4.55 The Ouestion Jury. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.25 The Gadget Show. 
(R) 11.15 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.15 
Police Interceptors. (R) 1.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 3.10 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 4.05 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

5.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! (R) 
6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 
High Court enforcement officers 
Paul, Steve and Ben make a 
shocking discovery when they 
break into a home in Essex while 
serving an eviction notice on a 
single mother and her two 
children. Meanwhile, Stewart and 
lain receive more than just threats 
from the staff and owner of a taxi 
business, a car dealer has to 
choose between paying up or 
losing his showroom stars, and an 
Indian restaurant owner is in 
danger of losing his livelihood. (R) 
7.00 The Yorkshire Vet Casebook. 
Julian Norton needs to act fast to 
save a cow with heart failure, a 
beagle goes through a difficult 
birth and a hamster arrives for a 
simple procedure that ends up 
proving tricky. 

8.00 The Dead Sea Treasure Map 

Mystery. Cameras observe a team 
of archaeologists following clues 
from the Copper Scroll, a map that 
is thought to lead to a treasure 
haul estimated to be worth 
$3billion. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Bolton 
Wanderers v Wolverhampton 
Wanderers and Cardiff City v 
Nottingham Forest. 

10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
AFC Wimbledon v Oldham Athletic 
and Portsmouth v Charlton 
Athletic. 

10.30 World’s Deadliest Weather: 
Caught on Camera. Footage 
capturing the destruction and 
chaos caused by severe weather 
conditions, featuring first-hand 
accounts from those who have 
survived such events. (R) 

11.30 Criminals: Caught on Camera. (R) 
12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Yorkshire 
Vet. (R) 4.00 Made in Yorkshire. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Atlantic: The Wildest Ocean on Earth 
8.00 Wild Tales from the Village 9.00 
Salamander: Blood Diamonds 10.35 
Room 101 11.05 Plunder: Spike Milligan 
11.35 Spike Milligan: Assorted D 12.35 
Atlantic: The Wildest Ocean on Earth 1.35 
Wild Tales from the Village 2.35 Room 
101 3.05 Plunder: Spike Milligan 3.35 
Close 
ITV2 

11.25 Britain’s Got More Talent 12.25 
Ninja Warrior UK 1.30 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 2.30 FYI Daily 2.35 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 3.15 Film: Yogi Bear (2010) 4.15 
FYI Daily 4.20 Film: Yogi Bear (2010) 
4.55 Film: Casper (1995) 5.55 FYI Daily 
6.00 Film: Casper (1995) 7.00 Film: The 
Mummy (1999) 8.00 FYI Daily 8.05 Film: 
The Mummy (1999) 9.20 Britain’s Got 
More Talent 10.20 Celebrity Juice 11.10 
Family Guy 12.35 American Dad! 1.30 
The Cleveland Show 1.55 Plebs 2.20 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.00 A Touch of Frost 3.20 Film: 
Columbo: Forgotten Lady (1975) 4.55 
Midsomer Murders 11.05 Vera 1.05 On 
the Buses 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.50 Film: Bend of the River (1952) 2.50 
FYI Daily 2.55 Film: Bend of the River 
(1952) 3.45 Film: Chisum (1970) 4.45 
FYI Daily 4.50 Film: Chisum (1970) 6.05 
Film: The Green Berets (1968) 7.05 FYI 
Daily 7.10 Film: The Green Berets (1968) 
9.00 Film: Lethal Weapon 4 (1998) 

10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Lethal 
Weapon 4 (1998) 11.25 Film: Crank: 

High Voltage (2009) 12.25 FYI Daily 

12.30 Film: Crank: High Voltage (2009) 

1.30 Minder 2.25 The Protectors 2.55 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.30 The Goldbergs 2.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 2.30 Young Sheldon 3.00 
Film: The Net (1995) 5.10 Rude(ish) 

Tube Shorts 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: Red 2 (2013) 11.10 
Gogglebox 12.15 The Inbetweeners 1.25 
Tattoo Fixers 2.30 Rude Tube 3.25 
Gogglebox 4.20 How I Met Your Mother 
5.05 Rude(ish)Tube 

Film4 

11.00 Support Your Local Sheriff! (1969) 
1.00 Dante’s Peak (1997) 3.05 The Book 
of Life (2014) 5.00 Shrek (2001) 6.45 
Super 8 (2011) 9.00 Predestination 
(2014) 10.50 Sinister (2012) 1.00 Grave 
of the Fireflies (1988) 2.55 Close 




SKODA APPROVED USED EVENT 


24-30 APRIL 




Up to 

£ 1,000 
Towards your 
finance deposit* * 


6.9% APR 

+ Representative' + 

■rtti) jcAj ftyn rttacn/ 


NEXT 2 

Services for 
£149* 


1 YEARS 

Warranty* 


1 YEAR’S 

+ Roadside + 
Assistance FREE 


FREE MOT 

Test 


ORMVEN 8 Y SOMETHING DIFFERENT 


Autosales SKODA 

V Attwood Road, Burntwood, Staffordshire WS7 3GJ ^ 01543 450000 # www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 

Images are for illustrative purposes only. Models shown are not UK specification and may include features or options which are not available in the UK. 

Autosales Ltd is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 

With a Solutions Personal Contract Plan. Agreement term between 24 - 49 months. 18s+. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available when purchased between 24 - 30 April 2018 from participating retailers. Used Event offers only available on Approved Used 
SKODAs registered on or after 31 March 2015. Indemnities may be required. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. A Deposit contributions 
vary: £500 available on SKODA CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, RAPID SPACEBACK, ROOMSTER,YETI and KAROO. £750 on SKODA OCTAVIA. £1,000 on SKODA SUPERB and KODIAQ. fCovers next two consecutive services, limited to one interim and one major service. 
#SKODA Approved Warranty is available on all Approved Used SKODAs purchased from a participating SKODA retailer. 
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CHOICE 



The Woman in White 
(BBC1,9pm) 

New series. Adaptation of Wilkie 
Collins' novel, starring Ben 
Hardy as a teacher who has a 
startling encounter on 
Hampstead Heath with a 
woman who has escaped from 
a lunatic asylum. He later takes 
up a position as a drawing 
master in Cumbria, but as he 
falls in love with one of his 
pupils, he discovers a 
connection between her family 
and the strange woman's 
troubled past. With Charles 
Dance and Jessie Buckley. 


i.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 8.10 MOTD: FA Cup Semi-Final 
Highlights. (R) 8.30 London Marathon. 
2.00 BBC News; Weather. 2.15 Regional 
Programme. 3.30 Songs of Praise. 4.05 
B.O.B.’s Big Break. (R) 4.15 Film: 
Madagascar. (2005) Animated comedy, 
with the voice of Ben Stiller. 5.35 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. The 
seven remaining artists are 
challenged to show off their 
waterscape painting skills during a 
visit to Loch Lomond. Firstly, they 
must paint a boat on the water 
during a particularly windy day, 
before creating a panoramic view 
of the entire lake. They also receive 
a masterclass on mixing colours 
before local members of the public 
choose a favourite to go through 
to next week’s semi-final. 

7.00 Countryfile. Anita Rani visits 
Norfolk to meet people who are 
keeping traditional English crafts 
alive. She visits a restored wind 
pump in Horsey, joins a group of 
reed cutters on the Norfolk 
Broads, and meets a man who has 
made it his mission to restore all 
of the county’s ancient milestones. 
Finally, she meets a craftsman 
who makes cricket bats by hand 
and puts one of his creations to 
the test. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Castle 
Howard in Yorkshire, where items 
brought in to be valued include a 
rare jade Buddha and a collection 
of First World War aviation 
paintings. 

9.00 The Woman in White. New series. 
Adaptation of Wilkie Collins’ novel, 
starring Ben Hardy as a teacher 
delving into the mysterious and 
troubled history of a woman who 
has escaped from an asylum. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman introduces highlights of 
Arsenal v West Ham United and 
Stoke City v Burnley. 

11.30 MOTD: FA Cup Semi-Final 
Highlights. Reshmin Chowdhury 
presents highlights of Chelsea v 
Southampton in the second semi¬ 
final of this season’s competition 
at Wembley Stadium. 

12.00 The Women’s Football Show. 

12.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.40 BBC News. 


6.05 Life in a Cottage Garden with Carol 
Klein. (R) 6.35 Countryfile. (R) 7.30 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 Live Snooker: The 
World Championship. 12.15 M0TD2 
Extra. 1.00 Gardeners’ World. (R) 2.00 
London Marathon. Concluding live 
coverage of the 38th staging of the 
annual event. 2.30 Live Snooker: The 
World Championship. The first-round 
matches involving Shaun Murphy and AN 
Carter. 

6.00 Nature’s Biggest Beasts. The 

world’s biggest beasts have 
always captured people’s 
imagination. But while being big 
can have its advantages, it also 
comes with sizeable challenges. 
From the Komodo dragon, whose 
huge appetite means it must take 
on prey 10 times its weight, to the 
giraffe, whose long neck must 
control immense blood pressure, 
nature’s biggest beasts must goto 
extraordinary lengths to thrive. 
This film tells just some of these 
survival stories. (R) 

7.00 London Marathon Highlights. JJ 

Chalmers presents action from the 
38th staging of the annual event, 
which saw tens of thousands of 
runners take on the famous 26.2- 
mile course. 

8.00 Britain’s Biggest Warship. HMS 

Queen Elizabeth goes on 
dangerous sea trials for the first 
time in the North Sea, where every 
part of the vessel is put to the test 
and the first aircraft lands on the 
deck. 

9.00 My Year with the Tribe. Will 

makes his second trip to Indonesia 
and meets some other members 
of the Korowai tribe, only to find 
their lives are not as traditional as 
they initially appear. 

10.00 Famalam. Comedy sketch show. 
10.25That’s the Way, A-Ha, A-Ha, Joe 
Lycett. A performance from the 
comedian’s award-winning live 
show, recorded at the Duchess 
Theatre in London’s West End. 

11.25 Snooker: The World 

Championship. The evening 
session on day two at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield, featuring the 
conclusion of first-round matches 
involving Kyren Wilson and Marco 
Fu. Jason Mohammad presents. 
12.15 Snooker: World Championship 
Extra. 2.15 Sign Zone: Question Time. 

— ‘.15 Holby City. (R) 4.15 This Is BBC 


(R) 3.1 

Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 

6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.25 The 
Tom and Jerry Show. (R) 7.30 Teen 
Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure Time. (R) 
8.00 The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 8.25 
ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on Sunday. 9.25 
Love Your Garden. (R) 10.00 Peston on 
Sunday. 10.55 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 

11.55 ITV News; Weather. 12.05 Britain’s 
Got Talent. (R) 1.25 Britain’s Got More 
Talent. (R) 2.25 Britain’s Brightest 
Family. (R) 3.00 The Queen’s Green 
Planet. (R) 4.00 Change Your Tune. 5.00 
The Chase: Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.00 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 
Madcap panel show presented by 
the comedian, who presides over 
two teams nominally tasked with 
saving planet Earth from any 
potential alien invasion. (R) 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 Little Big Shots. New series. 

Dawn French hosts a variety show 
featuring some of the world’s most 
talented children, including a 
singing trio and a young dog 
trainer. 

8.00 The Durrells. The family plans a 
party to celebrate Gerry’s birthday, 
but the occasion is invaded by a 
swarm of mosquitoes. Louisa 
worries when Spiros locks himself 
in a room to sing sad songs. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. Ruby 
and Gabriel intervene in a dispute 
between two fishermen, and 
Lydia’s former mentor asks for her 
help. Guest starring Sue Johnston 
(The Royle Family). Last in the 
series. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, featuring reports on the 
latest issues and interviews with 
topical guests. (R) 

11.20100 Year Old Driving School. A 

91 -year-old former teacher 
attempts to prove she is a good 
driver. Last in the series. (R) 

11.50This Time Next Year. Davina 
McCall meets a 45-year-old man 
who wants to track down his long- 
lost half-sister and a grandmother 
who wants to learn to read. (R) 
12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 British 
Superbike Championship Highlights. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 Eat the Week. 
(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie 
and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.25 The Simpsons. (R) 2.55 Film: 
DrSeuss’The Lorax. (2012) Animated 
fantasy, with the voice of Danny DeVito. 

4.35 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

5.35 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick and 
Angel only have a few weeks to 
prepare for their wedding, but the 
chateau is nowhere near ready to 
receive the 200 guests they have 
invited and finding reliable, 
affordable workers is proving 
difficult. Dick oversees the 
damming of the moat and the 
installation of a new, eco-friendly 
sewage system, while Angel turns 
her attention to giving the rooms a 
distinctive decor. Last in the 
series. (R) 

8.00 The Crystal Maze. Richard 
Ayoade guides a team of people 
who met while doing jury service 
together through the Aztec, 
Medieval, Industrial and Future 
zones of the Maze, tackling a range 
of skill, mystery, physical and 
mental challenges before the final 
journey to the Crystal Dome. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie is forced to 
choose a side, Keane needs an ally 
and Saul comes up with an idea. 
Espionage drama, starring Claire 
Danes, Mandy Patinkin, Elizabeth 
Marvel and Linus Roache. 
10.15Gogglebox. Capturing the 
households’ instant reactions 
to what they are watching on TV 
from the comfort of their own 
sofas. (R) 

11.10 Film: Easy A. (2010) Misfit 

teenager Olive lies about her non¬ 
existent sexual history, and uses 
the resulting rumours to become 
the talk of the school. Teen 
comedy, starring Emma Stone and 
Penn Badgley. 

12.50 Film: Kahaani 2. (2016) Premiere. 
Crime thriller, starring Vidya Balan. 

3.00 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 3.25 
Mobil 1: The Grid. (R) 3.50 Come Dine 
Champion of Champions. A plumber, a 
lettings agent and a local 
communications officer battle it out. (R) 
4.45 Building the Dream. (R) 5.40 
Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Poppy Cat. (R) 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. (R) 6.45 
Simon. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 6.55 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.15 
Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.35 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.45 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.25 
Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.40 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.55 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.20 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Football on 5: 

The Championship. (R) 11.30 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 12.00 Britain’s 
Greatest Bridges. (R) 12.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.15 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.15 Film: Dances with 
Wolves. (1990) Oscar-winning Western, 
starring Kevin Costner. 5.45 Film: Pearl 
Harbor. (2001) Romantic Second World 
War drama, with Ben Affleck and Kate 
Beckinsale. 

6.45 5 News Update. 

6.50 Film: Pearl Harbor. (2001) 
Concluded. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Diana to Meghan: Royal Wedding 
Secrets. A behind the scenes look 
at how previous royal weddings, to 
reveal how these lavish events are 
organised. Kiri Te Kanawa shares 
her memories of performing at the 
wedding of Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana, while florists, 
dressmakers, tailors, ring-makers, 
security guards, vicars and 
servants all provide the inside 
scoop on their role in the big day. 
10.00 Film: The Big Wedding. (2013) 
Premiere. A divorced couple 
attend their adopted son’s 
wedding, and pretend to still be 
married to avoid shocking his birth 
mother. Comedy, with Robert De 
Niro and Diane Keaton. 

11.005 News Update. 

11.05 Film: The Big Wedding. (2013) 
Concluded. 

11.40 Brides Make You Laugh Out 
Loud, lain Lee narrates a 
collection of internet videos 
featuring weddings. (R) 

12.30 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. (R) 

1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Body in the 
Freezer: Countdown to Murder. (R) 4.00 
Tattoo Disasters UK. (R) 4.45 House 
Doctor. (R) 5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.35 
House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Sounds of the Seventies 
8.10 Natural World 9.00 Imagine- 
Habeneros: You Say You Want a 
Revolution? Part Two 10.30 Arena: 

Cigars-Out of the Humidor 11.30 Latin 
Music USA 12.30 Natural World 1.20 
Howto Be Bohemian with Victoria Coren 
Mitchell 2.20 Arena: Cigars - Out of the 
Humidor 3.20 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 Take Me Out: 10th Anniversary 
Special 12.50 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 

1.50 Film: The Mummy Returns (2001) 

2.50 FYI Daily 2.55 Film: The Mummy 
Returns (2001) 4.15 Britain’s Got Talent 
5.35 Britain’s Got More Talent 6.40 Film: 
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of 
the Ring (2001) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: 
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of 
the Ring (2001) 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.25 Film: What If 
(2013) 1.25 FYI Daily 1.30 Film: What If 
(2013) 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.50 A Touch of Frost 1.50 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 3.55 Inspector Morse 
6.00 Lewis 8.00 The Cruise 9.00 Tommy 
Cooper Forever 10.00 Tommy Cooper: 
Not Like That, Like This 12.10 Blue 
Murder 2.05 Tommy Cooper Forever 
2.55 Stephen Fry’s Key to the City 

ITV4 

1.20 Mr Bean 2.25 The Big Fish Off 3.35 
Film: The Green Berets (1968) 4.40 FYI 
Daily 4.45 Film: The Green Berets (1968) 
6.25 Film: The Spy Who Loved Me 
(1977) 7.25 FYI Daily 7.30 Film: The Spy 
Who Loved Me (1977) 9.00 Film: 
Assassins (1995) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: Assassins (1995) 11.40 Film: Safe 
House (2012) 12.40 FYI Daily 12.45 
Film: Safe House (2012) 1.55 It’s Not 
Rocket Science 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

I. 30 The Big Bang Theory 5.30 Young 
Sheldon 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 6.30 
Film: Snow White & the Huntsman 
(2012) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
10.00 The Inbetweeners 11.10 The Big 
Bang Theory 12.10 Tattoo Fixers 1.15 
Rude Tube 2.45 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 3.35 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

II. 00 Support Your Local Gunfighter 
(1971) 1.00 Mirror Mirror (2012) 3.05 
Carry On Constable (1960) 4.45 Congo 
(1995) 6.55 Rise of the Planet of the 
Apes (2011) 9.00 Mission: Impossible — 
Ghost Protocol (2011) 11.35 3:10 to 
Yuma (2007) 2.00 Radiator (2014) 3.55 
Close 



per person* 


www.expressandstar.co.uk/holidaysfrom15pounds 


Telephone: 

®@®@ 884^ D 01543 438585 
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www.stairliffsmidlands.com 


*Prices are based on four people sharing and staying 3 or 4 nights. A £3 online booking 
fee applies. Token / password collection. Service and optional entertainment pass 
charges will apply. See www.expressandstar.co.uk/holidaysfrom15pounds for details. 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Social Nightmare, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A-grade student Catherine Hardy’s chances of 
securing a place at a good college are placed in 
jeopardy when inappropriate pictures and messages 
begin to appear on her social network profiles. It 
quickly becomes clear her accounts have been 
targeted by a malicious hacker, and she must discover 
whether the culprit is her boyfriend, a jealous 
schoolmate competing for a place at the same 
college, or someone much closer to home. Mystery 
thriller, starring Kirsten Prout. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Secrets of Eden, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A small community is shocked when a local man 
murders his wife, then kills himself. A detective 
uncovers evidence of an affair between the dead 
woman and the town’s pastor and begins to suspect 
he may be implicated in the tragedy. To learn the truth, 
she must gain the trust of the couple’s troubled 
teenage daughter. Drama, starring John Stamos and 
Anna Gunn. (2012) 


A Stern lesson awaits Hannah 
in leaving the family business 


ock all your doors, close the 
curtains and ignore any 
bleeps from your mobile - a 
new Abi Morgan TV project is about 
to start, so you really don’t want to 
be disturbed. 

Cardiff-born Morgan is one of the 
most gifted scriptwriters around 
today, whether she’s working for the 
stage or screen. 

Plays such as Splendour, Tiny 
Dynamite and The Mistress 
Conduct have been acclaimed, but 
she’s gained more recognition for 
her film work (she wrote the 
screenplays for The Iron Lady and 
Shame, among others) and TV (the 
hugely underrated The Hour and 
Sex Traffic head her CV). 

She’s returning to the small 
screen this week with The Split, her 
first project for the medium since 
2015’s River. 

“The Split will be an emotional 
and entertaining exploration of love, 
marriage and divorce, with Abi 
bringing her trademark wit, insight 
and truth to our two brilliant and 
strong women fighting to try and 


work out how to survive modern 
life,” says executive producer Jane 
Featherstone. 

At its heart is the rather fraught 
relationship between three 
members of the same family - 
matriarch Ruth and her daughters 
Hannah, Nina and Rose. 

While Rose, the younger sister, is 
still searching for her place in life 
and Nina is proving to be a 
formidable legal eagle, Hannah is a 
top divorce lawyer who had been 
working for her family’s firm - until 
Ruth denied her the promotion she 
felt she deserved, prompting her to 
take a job with a rival company. Now 
mother, daughter and sister find 
themselves locking horns over 
complex divorce cases rather than 
collaborating. 

“As Robin Williams once said 
‘Divorce is expensive... like ripping 
your heart out through your wallet,”’ 
smiles Morgan. “The Split exposes 
the complex realities of high end 
divorce and broken marriage 
through female divorce lawyers and 
sisters embattled and bound by 
their own troubled past.” 


Heading the cast is Nicola Walker, 
who’s best known for her 
performances in Last Tango in 
Halifax and Unforgotten, but who 
also had a supporting role in the 
aforementioned River. She takes the 
part of Hannah. 

“I’m delighted to be joining the 
Defoe family and walking in 
Hannah’s shoes as she picks her 
way through other people’s 
marriages and relationships, all the 
while questioning her own,” claims 
the star. 

Hannah is married to the smart 
and affable Nathan (Stephen 
Mangan), and they appear to be 
well-matched and happy - until her 
estranged father, who deserted his 
family 30 years earlier, appears out 
of the blue, prompting her to 
question all her male relationships. 

To throw a further spanner in the 
works, Hannah is reconnecting with 
Christie, ‘the one who got away’... 

Also included in the cast are 
Meera Syal and Stephen 
Tompkinson as former childhood 
sweethearts Goldie and Davey. 



Nicola Walker stars in The Split, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 



Tropic Thunder, Friday, BBC1, 11.50pm 


WEDNESDAY 

Profile for Murder, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A criminal profiler retires to live in California with her 
family and move on from the horrific crime that ended 
her career. Her idyllic life is shattered when she 
discovers the serial killer responsible has escaped 
from prison and is intent on terrorising her. Thriller, 
starring Nicki Aycox and Steve Bacic. (2013) 

THURSDAY 

Patricia Cornwell’s The Front, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Detective Win Garano is recruited to reinvestigate a 
decades-old murder, but finds someone is killing all 
the witnesses. Mystery drama, starring Andie 
MacDowell and Daniel Sunjata. Edited for daytime 
broadcast. (2010) 

FRIDAY 

Tropic Thunder, BBC1,11.50pm 

The cast of a Vietnam War movie unknowingly 
wanders into the middle of a real-life conflict. Comedy, 
directed by and starring Ben Stiller, with Jack Black 
and Robert Downey Jr. (2008) 


Holidays Unpacked 
Channel 4, 8pm 

New series. Brits spend about £1,000 each on a 
week’s holiday in the summer sun, with the majority 
heading to the Mediterranean. But could more fun 
be had for the same money? In this programme, 
Morland Sanders and Lucy Hedges road test 
up-and-coming travel destinations, taking viewers to 
on-trend destinations on everyday budgets. The first 
edition sees Lucy visit Israel to explore the desert 
and float in the Dead Sea, while Morland samples 
Costa Rica’s pristine Pacific beaches and takes a 
zip-line through the cloud forest. 

Fergie vs Wenger: The Feud 
Channel 5,10pm 

Channel 5 have issued a warning with this 
programme - apparently it contains highly offensive 
language. Oo-er. Those of us of a particularly 
sensitive nature had better not tune in; then again, 
would we expect anything else from a football- 
related programme? Alex Ferguson and Arsene 
Wenger’s rivalry is legendary and went on for years. 
Ferguson turned Manchester United into the 
English top flight’s dominant force, while Wenger’s 
Arsenal would occasionally nip in to steal their 
thunder if the Red Devils ever slipped up. Both men 



BEST OF THE REST 


had very different approaches to the beautiful game 
- while one favoured a traditional approach, the 
other learnt valuable lessons from advances in 
sports science. Here, those who crossed their 
paths, including Paul Scholes, Steve McClaren, 
John Motson and Sol Campbell, offer their views. 

TUESDAY 
Flight HS13 
Channel 4,11pm 

Like so many foreign language series to pop up 
on Channel 4 these days, this one comes 
courtesy of the streaming service Walter Presents 
and the box set of every episode will be available 
immediately after the first has aired tonight. But, 
you prefer to watch dramas the old-fashioned 
way, fear not because we’ll be drip-fed 
this Dutch thriller here every 
Tuesday for the next 10 weeks. 

The plot focuses on happily 
married Simon and Liv, who 
appear to have the perfect lives 
complete with a wonderful son, 
beautiful home and successful 
careers. However, at a family 
reunion held to mark their 
offspring’s birthday, a surprise guest 
shakes things up. The next day, 


Simon leaves for a medical conference in Barcelona 
- and shortly afterwards, Liv’s life is thrown into 
disarray by the worst possible news. 

WEDNESDAY 

Britain’s Fat Fight with Hugh Fearnley- 
. _ . Whittingstall 

BBC1, 9pm 

IRl Britain is on track to become the 
1, fattest country in Europe by 2025 - 
yk unless Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall 
> has his way, that is. In this new 

series, he’ll be trying to find out how 
obesity became such a problem and 
/hat we can do to stop it. That involves 
investigating some of the UK’s 
biggest food brands and 
working alongside the 
GPs and pharmacists 
who are tackling the 
problem on the 
frontlines. But at the 
heart of the series is 
a ground-breaking 
social experiment 
which sees Hugh 
challenging the 
I people of 



Newcastle to lose 100,000lbs over the course of a 
year. With the help of the city’s council, he’ll be 
encouraging the locals to make changes to their 
diet and get involved in physical activities, but can 
they collectively reach the ambitious target? 


Holidays Unpacked, Monday, Channel 4, 8pm 


THURSDAY 

The Truth About Obesity 
BBC1,8pm 

Nearly one in four people in the UK qualifies as 
being obese, meaning their weight is significantly 
affecting the state of their health. Presenter Chris 
Bavin seeks out the latest research into obesity and 
the problems that are being passed down to future 
generations. He finds out what it means to be 
obese, what it does to the body and looks at the 
most up-to-date solutions available. He also reveals 
how viewers can test themselves with a simple 
piece of string to find out if they have the most 
damaging type of fat. 

FRIDAY 

Our Wildest Dreams 
Channel 4, 8pm 

New series. Ex-executive Mari leaves south-east 
London for a new life in Ecuador, hoping the move 
with her native husband and their young daughter 
will bring her family closer. 
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BRAIN GYM 


No.476 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

T 

2 

R 

3 

o 
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5 

N 
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A 
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2 

T 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

o 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 
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3. Plenty in favour of a 
merger (9) 

8. Dash from Iceland 

(4) 

9. Sluggard making 
little progress with 
a tutor (9) 

10. Class a number as 
precise (6) 

11 . Almost rate as fools 

(5) 

14. Rob with a gun (5) 

15. Absorbed with a 
new part (4) 

16. Wounds in a most 
absent-minded way 
(5) 

18. A vessel that has 
been taken out of 
the water (4) 

20. Acted strangely for 
a Service trainee (5) 

21 . Stretch - of river? 

(5) 

24. Others acquire their 
habits from him (6) 

25. Went to pieces 
when praised (7,2) 

26. Norwegians 
live in what was 
Czechoslovakia (4) 

27. Pay a visit after 
some persuasion? 
(4,5) 


Down 

1. Man of action, in his 
turn (9) 

2. Not a bad bid for 
the roundabouts? 
(4,5) 

4. List a waiter may be 
asked for (4) 

5. Colours and 
becomes servile (5) 

6. Rather earlier (6) 

7. Not often seen in 
London certainly! (4) 

9. These are sure to 
be brisk for beer on 
board (5) 

11. Partly under water 
from waves caused 
by a passing vessel 
(5) 

12. Old-timer (9) 

13. Specify space 
available for a first- 
class passenger (9) 

17. Throw away a fight? 

(5) 

19. Possibly secure and 
free from danger (6) 

22. Communist firm 
about belief (5) 

23. After hesitation 
leave thus (4) 

24. A diverting act? (4) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

3. Declaration (9) 

1. Consequences (9) 

8. Shape (4) 

2. Immaturity (9) 

9. Liveliness (9) 

4. Small (4) 

10. Vigour (6) 

5. Time (5) 

11. Pondered (5) 

6. Affair (6) 

14. Chop finely (5) 

7. Mid-day (4) 

15. Tear (4) 

9. Concur (5) 

16. Occurrence (5) 

11. Bit (5) 

18. Fling (4) 

12. Devoted (9) 

20. Get up (5) 

13. Retainer (9) 

21. Compass (5) 

17. Seized (5) 

24. Claim (6) 

19. Plan (6) 

25. Detour (9) 

22. Sat for picture (5) 

26. Signify (4) 

23. Conceal (4) 

27. The accused (9) 

24. In adversity (4) 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


7 3 6 2 5 


1 9 5 3 4 7 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Cold; 3 Educator; 8 Neon; 

9 Returned; 11 Poor relation; 13 Rating; 14 Grocer; 
17 Prison record; 20 Primates; 21 Zinc; 22 Speedier; 
23 Aged. Down: 1 Conspire; 2 Look out; 4 Dwells; 5 
Court order; 6 Tango; 7 Ride; 10 Grandstand; 

12 Produced; 15 Crowing; 16 Inhere; 18 Raise; 

19 Opus. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Pact; 3 Dampness; 8 Real; 

9 Predator; 11 Embarrassing; 13 Strict; 14 Proper; 

17 Evil speaking; 20 Extended; 21 Maze; 

22 Besieged; 23 Less. Down: 1 Perverse; 

2 Chamber; 4 Airman; 5 Pedestrian; 6 Eaten; 7 Sure; 

10 Truculence; 12 Progress; 15 Private; 16 Sphere; 

18 Votes; 19 Herb. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Who played Fred’s mother-in-law in the 
1994 live action film The Flintstones? 

2. In which country did King Farouk abdicate 
in 1952? 

3. Which Beatles song was covered by 1,186 
performers in its first seven years? 

4. What type of animal is the blackcap? 

5. On which Scottish island was John Smith 
buried? 

6. On what date does Epiphany fall? 


7. Which artform uses labanotation? 

8. Which food sustained the Israelites in the 
wilderness? 

9. In which country is Doi Inthanon the 
highest mountain? 

10. In which year was the Suez Crisis? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Nelson Mandela; 2 The New Yorker; 

3 A snake; 4 Rhine; 5 1978; 6 Hansard; 

7 The Spanish Armada Medal; 8 Sir Compton 
Mackenzie; 9 Chile; 10 Marshal. 

Niner: ALCHEMIST 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

16345276 gives a small animal, 

1278 gives a second small animal, 

9537 gives small particles. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Your Chronicle 

in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 




Strictly Ballroom 


Based on the iconic film Strictly Ballroom, championship ballroom dancer Scott decides to 
break the rules, teaming up with his uncoordinated partner Fran and developing his own 
choreography in the aim of winning a prestigious dance competition. 

Enjoy classic songs like Love is in the Air, Perhaps Perhaps Perhaps and Time After Time 
alongside a variety of catchy new numbers and sensationally choreographed routines that are 
sure to entertain. 


London Theatre Break 

2 Days By Coach - Evening Show 

Departing Saturday 16 Jun 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London 
hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ Strictly Ballroom ticket - Grand Circle 
(evening performance) 

✓ Free time in London 


RpnifNCF THf srwrr 

fMI It&lfcti tHtMimu I0QMC5 


prl 

STRICTLY 




2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 119 


The Tina Turner Musical 

Nobody ever did storming, gyrating rock goddess like Tina Turner, one of the best-selling artists 
in history, whose rasping power vocal, tempestuous personal life and sheer survival instinct 
were just begging to be turned into a rock opera. 

Well now it has been, in a show written by Olivier award-winning playwright Katori Hall and 
directed by the internationally acclaimed Phyllida Lloyd, and you can see it erupt onto the stage 
at London's Aldwych Theatre. With coach travel, hotel accommodation and free time in London, 
this isn't just a great deal - it's Simply the Best! 

London Theatre Break 

2 Days By Coach - Evening Show 

Departing Saturday 16 Jun 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London 
hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ The Tina Turner Musical theatre ticket - 
Grand Circle (evening performance) 

✓ Free time in London 


Also Available 

on this package and date 


Bai jkll 



•t 


2 Days 
By Coach 

only 

£129 

2 Days 
By Coach 

only 

£109 


2 Days 

/ By Coach 

if only 

£139 



2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


[ 


2 Days 
By Coach 

only 

£149 


Call or visit us online for even 
more top London shows and 
available dates 


I 


Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible for the non-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refunds will be given in this event. Whilst we always try to ensure that parties are seated together, very occasionally, it may be necessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 


Quote 

OMRT 


033 numbers are free within 
inclusive minutes packages 
otherwise standard rates apply. 


or visit us 
online at 


omegabreaks.com/RT 
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YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Well-presented 
town house has 
three bedrooms 

A recently-built and beautifully-presented three- 
storey mid terrace town house, 14c Bloxwich Road 
South, Willenhall, is for sale through Skitts Estate 
Agents at offers in excess of £135,000. 

Its accommodation briefly comprises of an entrance 
hall, a lounge, a kitchen, three bedrooms, an en-suite 
shower room, a bathroom, double glazing, gas 
central heating, a garage and gardens to the rear. 

In more detail the front garden is gravelled and has 
a paved footpath to the front door. 

The property is tastefully decorated throughout in 
neutral shades. 

The lounge has a focal point fireplace housing a gas 
fire, a double-glazed window to the rear, a storage 
cupboard and French doors to the rear. 

The kitchen has a range of wall and base cupboard 
units in a cream shade with contrasting black- 
coloured working surfaces, a gas hob, an electric 
oven and a double-glazed window to the front. It has 
wood-effect flooring. 

On the first floor is bedroom one. This has two 
built-in wardrobes, a Juliet balcony to the rear and a 
double-glazed window to the rear. 

The bathroom has a modern white suite with 
chrome-effect fittings including a panelled bath, a low 
flush WC, a pedestal wash hand basin and a heated 
towel rail. Again on the first floor, bedroom two has a 
double-glazed window to the front. 

Off the second floor landing, bedroom three has 
a built-in wardrobe, a double-glazed window to the 
front and an en-suite with a shower cubicle, a low 
flush WC, a pedestal wash hand basin and a heated 
towel rail. 

Outside is a rear garden with a paved patio area, 
ideal for entertaining during the summer months, and 
a garage, again positioned to the rear, in a separate 
block with an up-and-over door and a lease payable. 





He's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 









































MARRION 

A CO 


Tel: 01922 404446 

212 High Street, Bloxwich, WS3 3LA 



Kathy Marrion - Partner 



Barn Owl Drive 

Pelsall 

• Semi detached house 

• Gas centrally heated & PVCu double glazed 

• Guests cloaks/WC, Lounge, Kitchen/Diner 

• 3 bedrooms 

• Bathroom/WC 

• Conservatory 

• Garage 

• Rear Gardens 

£ 180,000 


Thurl stone Road 

Bloxwich 

• Detached Bungalow 

• Well Presented 

• Gas Central Heating, PVCu double glazing 

• 2 Bedrooms, Lounge 

• Fitted kitchen 

• Bathroom 

• Garage, Car Port Driveway 

• Fore and Rear Gardens 

£ 224,950 


Pine Close 

Great Wyrley 

• Link detached bungalow 

• Gas centrally heated 

• Double glazing 

• Kitchen, lounge 

• 2 double bedrooms, shower room/WC 

• Single car garage 

• Driveway 

• Gardens 

£ 230,000 


Blackwood Avenue 

Wednesfield 

• Ground floor apartment 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed 

• Lounge, kitchen 

• 2 bedrooms, bathroom/WC 

• Garden 

• Parking 

• SORRY NO DSS, PETS OR SMOKERS 

£525 


Dartmouth Avenue 

Leamore 

• Detached Family Home 

• Gas Central Heating & PVCu Double Glazing 

• Modern Open plan Lounge/ Kitchen/Diner 

• Downstairs Cloakroom/wc 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Refitted Family Bathroom 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

• Garage. NO ONWARD CHAIN 

£ 190,000 



Pershore Road 

Walsall 

• Semi Detached House 

• Potential to extend ( subject to planning) 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed 

• Lounge, dining room, kitchen 

• 3 bedrooms. Shower Room, WC 

• Garage, driveway, garden 

• NO ONWARD CHAIN 

£ 130,000 


Argyle Road 

Walsall 

• Extended Semi-Detached House 

• PVCu Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Front Lounge,Rear Dining Room 

• L-Shaped Extended Kitchen/Diner 

• Family Bathroom 

• Garage and Driveway 

£ 269,950 


Mulberry Road 

Bloxwich 

• Spacious Semi-Detached 

• Gas Central Heating 

• 2 Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Bathroom, Separate WC 

• Off Road Parking 

• Rear Garden 

£ 130,000 


Broadwaters Road 

Wednesbury 

• Semi-Detached Family Home 

• Gas Central Heated, Double Glazed 

• Lounge, Rear Lobby 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Fully Tiled Bathroom 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Off Road Parking 

• Mature Gardens 

£ 125,000 


Squires Grove 

Willenhall 

• Modern 2nd Floor Apartment 

• Heated, Double Glazed 

• Entrance Hall, Lounge 

• Breakfast Kitchen 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• En-Suite, Family Bathroom/WC 

• Allocated Parking 

• Communal Gardens 

£ 95,000 


U 


03 




Coxmoor Close 

Turnberry 

• 2 Bedroom Mid Terrace 

• Gas Central Heating, PVCU Double Glazed 

• Spacious Lounge 

• Dining Kitchen 

• Fully Tiled Bathroom 

• Parking 

• Rear Garden 

• No Onward Chain 

£ 135,000 



Martley Road 

Walsall 

1 Well presented Semi-Detached 
’ Front Lounge 

1 Breakfast Kitchen / Diner Conservatory 
1 3 Bedrooms 
1 Family Bathroom 
1 Large Driveway 
1 Detached Single Garage 
1 Mature Rear Garden 

£ 175,000 



Buxton Close 

Lower Farm 

• End Of Terrace 

• Immaculately Presented 

• Lounge & Dining Room 

• Kitchen, Conservatory & Shower Room 

• Two Good Size Bedrooms & Family Bathroom 

• Rear Garden 

• Off Road Parking 

£ 144,950 


Mattesley Court 

Bloxwich 

• For the Over 55's 

• 40% Ownership 

• Second floor apartment 

• Residents lounge, restaurant 

• Hair salon, shop, laundry room 

• 2 bedrooms, wet room/WC 

• Fitted kitchen, lounge 


• Ample parking and 


£ c 3o:oo<r clens 



Darlaston Road 

Walsall 

• Semi detached house 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed 

• Lounge/dining room, kitchen 

• 2 bedrooms 

• shower room/WC 

• Workshop 

• parking, gardens 35, 0 00 


Penmire Grove 

Rushall 

• Three Storey Town House 

• PVCu double glazing & Gas Central Heating 

• Fitted Kitchen, Rear Lounge/Diner 

• 3 Bedrooms, en-suite 

• Family Bathroom 

• Rear Garden 

• NO ONWARD CHAIN 

• Must Be Viewed 

£ 179,995 



Stafford Road 

Great Wyrley 

• Deceptively Spacious Detached Bungalow 

• Gas Central Heating, PVCu Double Glazing 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Rear Lounge, Sun Lounge/Dining Room 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Modern Bathroom/WC 

• Side Attached Garage 

• Larqe Landscaped Gardens 

£ 299,950 



Elmsdale Court 

Walsall 

• Purpose built apartment 

• Glazed and heated 

• Lounge, kitchen 

• Double Bedroom 

• Bathroom/WC 

• Parking 

• Communal Gardens 

• NO ONWARD CHAIN 

£ 55,000 



Long Lane 

Great Wyrley 

• Traditional extended semi detached House 

• 4 Bedrooms, Spacious Lounge 

• Dining Room, Breakfast Kitchen 

• Conservatory, Utility Room 

• Downstairs W.C. 

• Family Bathroom, Driveway 

• Small Garage Rear Garden 

• No Onward Chain 

£ 224,950 


Mattesley Court 

Bloxwich 

• First floor apartment 

• Residents lounge, restaurant 

• Hair salon, shop, laundry room 

• hall with large cloaks & storage areas 

• 2 bedrooms, wet room/WC 

• Fitted kitchen, lounge 

• Ample parking and communal gardens 

• Must Be Viewed 

£ 65,000 


Foster Street 

Blakenall 

• End Town House 

• Gas centrally heated 

• Double glazed 

• Lounge, kitchen, WC 

• 3 bedrooms, bathroom/WC 

• Garage, driveway 

• Gardens 

• Must Be Viewed 

£ 115,000 



Virola Court 

Bloxwich 

• First Floor apartment 

• Double glazed 

• Electrically heated 

• Lounge, dining room, kitchen 

• 3 bedrooms, bathroom/WC 

• Allocated parking 

• NO ONWARD CHAIN 

• Communal Gardens 

£ 94,950 



Virola Court 

Bloxwich 

• Spacious Penthouse Apartment 

• Allocated Parking 

• Heated & Double Glazed 

• Spacious Lounge, Fitted Kitchen 

• 2 Double Bedrooms 

• En-Suite, Family Bathroom 

• Communal Gardens 

• No Onward Chain 

£ 115,000 



Stafford Road 

Great Wyrley 

• Traditional Cottage style detached house 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVCu double glazed 

• 2 reception rooms 

• Farmhouse kitchen 

• 3 bedrooms, bathroom/WC 

• Driveway, garden 

• outbuildings 

£ 250,000 


Stoney Lane 

Bloxwich 

• Traditional Detached House 

• Large Corner Plot 

• PVCu Double Glazing (w/s). Gas Central Heating 

• Lounge, Dining Room, Family Room 

• Fitted kitchen. Conservatory 

• 3 Bedrooms, Family Bathroom 

• Large Front and Rear Gardens 

• Gaa9 '' £ 365,000 


We know the value of good service... 
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Three-storey town 
house is immaculate 


BLOXWICH 

£ 200,000 


Goodchilds Estate Agents are proud to present this 
immaculate three/four bedroom three-storey town 
house in Stamping Way, Bloxwich, on sale for offers 
in excess of £200,000. 

Built in 2014 by Barratt Homes, the property is 
located on The Bridles’ development, close to King 
George playing fields and Bloxwich High Street. 

The kitchen has been re-configured to offer ample 
space for a table and chairs, a large fridge/freezer and 
has French doors. 

The main lounge has a contemporary tiled wall 
housing the TV and fireplace. The master bedroom 
suite has recently fitted wardrobes, two double glazed 
windows and an en-suite shower room. 

Call Goodchilds on 01922 405 699. 



Well-presented 
semi-detached 
is ideal as a 
family home 

BLOXWICH 

£215,000 «< 


This superbly presented 
modern-style semi-detached 
family home in Catches 
Drive, Bloxwich, Walsall, is 
for sale through Skitts Estate 
Agents at £215,000. 

Having versatile living 
accommodation, this includes 
a lounge, an open plan 
breakfast kitchen, three double 
bedrooms plus a ground 
floor study/fourth bedroom, a 
bathroom, an en-suite shower 
room, a ground floor WC, 
double glazing, gas central 
heating, off-road parking and 
an enclosed rear garden. 

This home is close to 
Bloxwich town and has a 
driveway and a garage. In 
more detail the kitchen has 
modern light-wood-effect 
units. The selling agents are 
expecting a great deal of 
interest to be shown in this 
property. 

For details call Skitts on 
01922 478104. 



AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 


with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 


Entries now invited for our next auction on 

Wednesday 23rd May at Aston Villa FC 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 


"based on 2016 figi 


m Essential Infor 
ioneers based in 
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Immaculate semi on 
sale with no chain 


WALSALL 

£ 175,000 


Being immaculately presented, this semi¬ 
detached home in Martley Road, Walsall, is for 
sale through Marrion & Co at £175,000 with no 
chain. 

Having excellent value accommodation, this home 
is most worthy of early internal viewing. The gas 
centrally heated and double-glazed accommodation 
briefly includes a porch, an entrance hall/stairs, 
a front lounge with wood-effect laminate flooring 
and a modern steel finished focal point fireplace, 
a breakfast/dining kitchen, a conservatory, three 
bedrooms, a family bathroom, a concrete paved 
driveway giving off-road parking for several vehicles 
flanked by mature lawn, a detached single garage 
and a mature well-screened rear garden. 

This ideal family property has been much improved 
by the current owner. It is conveniently placed in the 
popular residential area of High Heath, Pelsall, and 
has good access to all usual local amenities. 

For further information, or to book that all 
important viewing, contact Marrion & Co on 01922 
404446. 


Well-presented 
family home has 
recently been 
refurbished 


BL0XWICH 

£ 250,000 »> 


Having recently been 
tastefully refurbished to 
an excellent standard, this 
three-bedroomed detached 
home in Stafford Road, 
Bloxwich, Walsall, is very 
well presented. 

It is for sale through 
Goodchilds at £250,000. This 
family home is set behind 
a gated driveway and an 
attractive front garden. 

Internally the property 
has undergone complete 
restoration. Key features 
include a generous 
tarmacadam driveway, a 
single garage with a remote 
door, a newly fitted entrance 
porch and canopy, a refitted 
kitchen and a contemporary 
bathroom. Stylish oak internal 
doors complete the modern 
look. 

To the rear of the property is 
a landscaped garden. 

Contact Goodchilds on 
01922 405699. 





Four-bedroomed 
house is superbly 
appointed and 
well presented 

ALDRIDGE 

£ 380,000 


Edwards Moore Estate 
Agents are pleased to 
present a splendidly 
appointed four-bedroom 
detached property in St 
Marys Way, Aldridge, on sale 
for £380,000. 

Within walking distance of 
Aldridge centre, the property 
has extended accommodation 
and a recently re-fitted kitchen 
and bathrooms. 

With uPVC double glazing 
and gas fired central 
heating, the property has a 
reception hall, study, dining 
room, spacious lounge, and 
attractively extended breakfast 
kitchen. 

It also features a utility, four 
bedrooms - master with en 
suite shower room, a family 
bathroom, and well-maintained 
fore and rear gardens together 
with garage. 

Schools and amenities are 
close at hand. 

To book a viewing, call 
Edwards Moore Estate 
Agents on 01922 745105. 


K.Stuart Swash 


NEXT SALE 
12th JUNE 2018 

Entries to date include: 

Properties for renovation 
Residential Investments 

Licensed Public House, 
and other Lots 

Further entries invited 
Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 

( 01902 ) 710626/424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 


| AUCTION 
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Walsall 01922 711444 

New Office Location 200 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
goodchilds-uk.com 


J 



newtonfallowellB 

PART OF THE NEWTON FALLOWELL CROUP 



Werneth Grove, Turnberry Estate 

• Extended Detached Family Home 

• Four Bedrooms 
■ Main Lounge 

• Sitting Room and Dining Area 

• Conservatory 

• EPC-TBC 


£325,000 


Sanstone Road, Bloxwich 

• Three Bedroom Detached Property 

• Close to Walsall Academy 





Stafford Road, Bloxwich 


Well Presented Detached Family Home 
Two Reception Rooms 
Recently Refurbished 
Generous Driveway and Single Garage 
Refitted Kitchen & Bathroom 


Attractive Rear Garden 
Gas Central Heating 
Double Glazing 
Desirable Location 
EPC - D (67) 



Simmonds Road, Lower Farm 


• Traditional Semi-Detached House 

• Desirable Lower Farm Area 

• Garden Overlooking the Canal 

• Fishing & Mooring Rights 

• Close to Lower Farm Primary School 


• Extended Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Conservatory 

• Off Road Parking & Garage 

• EPC-TBC 


■ 

X 



Wenlock Gardens, Leamore 

• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached House 

• Lounge with French Doors 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Gas Central Heating 

• EPC-D (68) 


£ 110,000 



Springhill Court, Sutton Road 

• Two Bedroom Town Centre Flat 

• Second Floor 

• Communal Parking 

• Very Good Condition Throughout 

• Double Glazing & Electric Heating 

• EPC-F (31) 


O.I.E.O £80,000 



Water Reed Grove, Leamore 


• Immaculate Town House 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Kitchen/Diner 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Popular David Wilson Homes Devel- 


• En-Suite to the Master 

• Easy Access to the M6 Motorway 

• Primary & Secondary Schools Nearby 

• Allocated Parking 

• EPC - C (80) 



WKmk 


Usk Close, Bloxwich 

• Well Presented Semi-Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Driveway for Two Cars 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen 

• EPC - D (68) 


£140,000 



Saldavian Court, Pleck 

• Two Bedroom Flat 

• Ideal Buy-To-Let (450pcm) 

• Cul-de-sac Location 

• Close to Pleck Park 

• Garage to Rear 

• EPC - F (30) 


£85,000 



Long Lane, Great Wryley 

• Three Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Extended Lounge & Dining Room 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Potential for Further Extension 

• Superb Views Across Open Fields 

• EPC - D (62) 


£225,000 



Stamping Way, Bloxwich 

• Immaculately Presented Town House 

• Contemporary Style Decor 

• Three/Four Bedrooms 

• Fitted Wardrobes to the Master Bedroom 

• Rear Garage and Parking Space 

• EPC-C (80) 


O.I.E.O £200,000 


Links Court, Turnberry Estate 

• Exclusive Over 60's Development 

• Secure Gated Development 

• Parking Space Included 




Parklands Gardens, Birmingham Road 

• Ground Floor Flat • Bedroom Plus Study 

• Extensively Refurbished • Garage 

• Karndean Flooring • Viewing Essential 

• Kitchen with Integrated Appliances • NO CHAIN 

• Luxuriously Fitted Bathroom with Sepa- • EPC - E (44) 


£105,000 


Sheridan Close, Pleck 

• Two Bedroom Bungalow 

• Available to Over 55's 


• Excellent Transport Links 

• Communal Gardens 




Marsh Street, Walsall 

• Studio Apartment in Walsall Town Centre 

• Separate Shower Room 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Balcony with Canal Views 

• Close to all amenities 

• EPC-E (78) 


O.I.E.O £70,000 



Lingfield Court, Walsall 

• Modern Apartment 

• Secure Gated Development 

• Allocated Parking 

• Offered By Modern Method of Auction 

• Tenant Currently Pays £450 PCM 

• EPC - E (48) 


£60,000 



Millsum House, Walsall 

• Two bedroom Upper Floor Flat 

• Close To Town Centre 

• Lounge with Balcony 

• Communal Parking 

• Double Glazing 

• EPC-C (71) 


£58,995 


( 

Call 01922 711444 for your Free Valuation 

___ J 



TO LET 


FOR SALE 


f * 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley - Stafford - Stoke-on-Trent - Telford - Walsall • Wednesbury -Wednesfield - Wolverhampton 
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BLOXWICH 

COLLIERY DRIVE 


BLOXWICH 

VICTORIA AVENUE 




Webbs 

01922 

663399 

74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 

E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 

Free 

Valuations 


• Stunning Family Home 

• Popular Location 

• Contemporary Finish 

• Lounee. Dinine Room 


• Refitted Kitchen 

• Conservatory 

• 3 Bedrooms, Bathroom 

• Garaae. Gardens 


| • Outstanding Family Home 

• Through Hallway 

| • Lounge, Dining Room 

• Utilitv/Guests WC 


• Breakfast Kitchen 

• 3 Double Bedrooms 

• Stunning Bathroom 

• Generous Drivewav 


FREE VALUATION FREE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS FREE RIGHTMOVE&ZOOPLA LISTING PLUS MUCH MORE 


Webbs 

^ Estate Agents 


lfee'll jFJ 

Webbs 




. SOLD . 

663399 


WE WILL YOUR HOME FOR 

£999 


No Sale 
No Fee 


Experienced 
Sales Team 


Established 1994 








3 Bed Semi 
Through Hallway 
Lounge 

Modem Kitchen 


rightmove^ 


NAEAU 


' s ° BOOK YOUR FREE 

VALUATION NOW 

OR CALL FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT 

01543 46 88 46 or 01922 663399 


www.webbsestateagents.co.uk 


* Terms and Conditions apply. 


WALSALL 

FOUNTAINS ROAD 


BLOXWICH 

COLLIERY DRIVE 


• Bathroom 

• Rear Gardens 

• Drivewav 


» Sought After Cul-De-Sac 
• Mid Terraced Property 
»£250 Towards Solicitors Fees 
» Throuah Hallwav 


• Kitchen 

• Lounge/Diner 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 
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38 MOTORING 


Performer and grown up family car 



By John Griffiths 

SEAT’S latest Ibiza has won a lot of friends 
for its lively yet economical performance 
and dynamic handling. 

It was runner-up in this year’s European Car 
of the Year awards, having already won the 
best small car title in the UK. 

Most are powered by the VW Group’s 
acclaimed three cylinder, turbocharged 1.0 
litre engine but it’s the car’s taut chassis and 
direct steering which make it both fun and 
safe to drive that set it apart. But this is SEAT, 
the sporting marque of the VW Group, so of 
course there’s going to be a more powerful 
and quicker option - the 1.5TSi Evo. 

This 150Ps, four cylinder engine, is only 
available in FR trim and is the performance 
flagship of the model range - until the much 
anticipated Cupra version is unveiled, anyway. 

At £17,680 it’s also the most expensive Ibiza 
in the range, of course, and like the others 
comes in five-door format only. 

With a 0 to 62mph sprint time of under eight 
seconds and improved in-gear acceleration, 
this warm Ibiza adds an extra sporting 
dimension in appearance and substance 
to the Ibiza range, without adding too 
significantly to running costs. 

It will still average up to 57.6mpg (official 
figures) with a relatively low C02 rating 
of 112g/km. During my time with the car I 
averaged between 43 and 50.1 mpg, as always 
dictated by roads and traffic conditions. 

That official fuel figure, by the way, is exactly 
the same as the cheapest Ibiza, with its non¬ 
turbo engine and half the power (75PS) which 
takes 14.7 seconds for the 0 to 62mph dash. 
It’s in the same VED band, too. 

The 1.0,115PS turbo versions are naturally 
better in both departments. 



The dash and instrument panel are clean 

Like all new Ibizas, the FR comfortably seats 
four adults (five at a pinch) with plenty of head 
and leg room for taller adults in the rear. 

The new generation Ibiza is significantly 
wider than its predecessor, and has more 
luggage space too - up by 63 litres to 355 
litres with all the seats in place, putting itin 
contention with many cars in the class above 
supermini. A longer wheelbase has helped the 
engineers free up more useable space in the 
cabin, adding to the upmarket feel of the car. 

Black alcantara upholstery with contrasting 
stitching replaced the standard seat material 
(a £365 extra) but the gloss black inserts in 
the dash, bright metal trim and the leather 
sports steering wheel are all standard. 

The dash and instrument panel is very 
clean, almost minimalist with many audio, 
connectivity, navigation and other functions 
controlled via a central colour touchscreen or 
with buttons on the steering wheel. 

The ride is sportily firm, but sufficiently well 
damped to insulate you from the worst of 
the craters left behind by the Beast from the 


East and its successors. It’s a good balance 
to avoid the sort of jiggly ride often a feature 
of small and light sporty cars of old, which 
worked perfectly well on smooth, race track¬ 
like surfaces but rather less public roads. 

The standard FR has 17-inch alloy wheels, 
but the test car was fitted with 18-inch wheels 
and low profile 215/40 tyres which no doubt 
had some effect on the ride. 

The steering is light and communicative, 
adding to the rewarding (and fun!) character 
of the Ibiza whether you’re pressing on 
along windy country roads or cruising more 
sedately. The new platform has a 30 per cent 


increase in torsional stiffness, together with a 
lighter but rigid body - two more factors which 
aid refinement while also contributing to its 
claim that it’s the best handling Ibiza yet. 

It’s also a quiet car, the turbo endowing it with 
250Nm of torque (a lot for a small car) from just 
1,500rpm, so progress up through the gears 
and during motorway cruising is effortless - it 
feels like a much large capacity engine is 
under the bonnet but without the fuel penalty. 

You have to apply a fairly firm right foot to 
raise the engine note above a whisper: it’s 
worth it for the rather pleasant rasp from the 
big-bore exhausts but not for fuel economy. 


Stopping power is prodigious, with disc 
brakes all round and the usual electronic aids 
such as ABS. The FR comes with lots of new 
technology inside, too, including SEAT’S latest 
multimedia system including smartphone link. 

The FR, fitted with this 150Ps engine, exploits 
the impressive abilities of the new chassis and 
body to perfection, resulting in a car that’s both 
a performer and a grown-up, relaxing family 
transport at the same time. It’s this balance 
of abilities which sets the FR apart, bringing 
a ‘big’ car ambience to the supermini sector 
without detracting from its agility on the open 
road or its handy nature around town. 





CAR SALES Specialist in Low Mileage Vehicles 

83 LEAM0RE LANE BL0XWICH WALSALL WS2 7BU 

01922 473 308 07855 735824 

www.msgtmotors.co.uk 



^ 61 RENAULT MEGANE 
DYNAMIQUE WT, 

Tom Tom, 5-dr, Hatchback, 
1 Black, Low Mileage, 
Service History, 38,000 
miles £4995 _ 

+ —ym 12 VAUXHALL CORSA 
ACTIVE 1.2, 5 Door 
Silver, Half Leather, 

Full Service History, 
44,000 miles 
£4395 _ 

12 VAUXHALL ASTRA SR11.6 5 door Petrol. Silver, 

Full Service History, 36,000 miles...£5795 

60 FORD KA ZETEC 1.2 5 door Petrol. Metallic White, 

Full Service History, (low mileage).£4195 

61 RENAULT MEGANE TOM TOM 1.6 Petrol 5 door. Black, 

Full Service History, 38,000 miles (low mileage).£3995 

12 VAUXHALL CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 5 door Petrol. Silver, 

Half Leather, Full Service History, 44,000 miles.....£3995 

10 RENAULT CLI01.2 New Shape 5 door Petrol. 

Metallic Grey, Low Mileage, Cheap Tax..„.£3995 

11 FIAT PANDA 1.2,5 Door, White, Alloys, Full Service History.£2495 

59 NISSAN MICRA 1.2 3 door Petrol. 2010, Red, One Owner, Cheap Tax ....£2995 
59 PEUGEOT 3081.4 5 Door Hatchback, Silver, Full Service History, 

10wner, 33,000 mileage........£2995 

11 FIAT PANDA ACTIVE 1.2 5 Door Hatchback, White, Full Service 



60 FORD KA 
ZETEC 1.2 

in White, 

Full Service History 

£4195 

12VAUXHALL 
ASTRA SRI, 1.6 

petrol, 5 door, 36,000 
miles, silver, 2 
owners, FSH 

£5495 _ 

History, Alloy Wheels, 10wner.£2495 

60 GRAND PUNT01.4 3 door Petrol. Navy Blue, Full Service History.£2995 

10 PEUGEOT 3081.6 5 door Petrol. Silver, Low Mileage.£2795 

58 FIAT GRAND PUNT0 SOUND 1.4 3 door Petrol. White, One owner, Full 

Service History, 63,000 miles.. £2395 

57 RENAULT MODUS 5 door Petrol. Gold, 2 Owners, Low Mileage.£1995 

59 KIA RIO 5 door Petrol. White, Full Service History... £1995 

57 FORD FOCUS TITANIUM 1.6 5 door Turbo Diesel. Grey, Cheap Tax, Full 

Service History.£1995 

09 CHEVROLET LACETT11.6 SX5door. Black.£1495 

09 CHEVROLET AVE0 S 1.2 3 Door Hatchback, Red, Full Service History, 

2 Owners.£1495 

07 CHEVROLET KAL0S 1.1. Silver.£1195 

54 HYUNDAI MATRIX CRDI5 door Turbo Diesel. Silver.£995 




STOCK CHANGING DAILY RING FOR DETAILS. OPEN 7 DAYS. 


First Morgan Aero GT rolls 
off Malvern production line 



At the Geneva Motor Show last 
month, the Morgan Motor Company 
revealed its most extreme road¬ 
going model to date, the Aero GT 
- and the first edition has now rolled 
off the production line. 

Morgan Motor Company will 
produce just eight of the special 
Aero GT variants - all vehicles 
individually built bespoke to customer 
specification. 

The Aero GT represents the end 
of Aero 8 production, guaranteeing 
that every Aero 8 owner will be the 
custodian of a very significant piece of 
Morgan history. 

Individual 

Powered by the same 367bhp BMW 
N62 V8 engine used in the Aero 8, 
the Aero GT will travel from 0-62mph 
in 4.5 seconds, reaching a top speed 
of 170mph. Each Aero GT will be 
built with Morgan’s latest adjustable 
suspension and come with manual 
transmission. 

Each customer will have an 
individual design consultancy with 
Jon Wells, Morgan’s Flead of Design, 
before the car enters production. 

This, the first customer car to be 
completed, is finished in Miami Blue, 
which perfectly complements the 
aggressive body styling unique to the 
Aero GT. 

The striking body panels of the Aero 
GT have been sculpted in such a way 
to ensure that tension and elegance is 
expressed in each line. 

All surfacing of the new panels was 
proven digitally via Computation Fluid 
Dynamics simulation prior to full scale 
validation. 


Each panel is created using 
the technologically advanced 
Superforming process synonymous 
with modern Morgans, before being 
hand-finished and transformed into 
Aero GT panels. 

The front canard details and wing 
top louvre vents are proven to reduce 
low pressure on the sides of the Aero 
body, making a notable difference in 
frontal downforce. 

At the rear, the dramatic diffuser 
reduces air pressure from beneath 
the vehicle, increasing rear downforce 
and reducing the visual weight of the 
rear-end. 

Finite enamelled ‘GT’ badges signify 


the model variant. Each is individually 
hand made by a British Jeweller. 

The interior is hand-finished with 
a series of painted stitching and 
pinstripe accents, and an extended 
choice of wood options. 

Steve Morris, managing director 
said: “Every Morgan is built to an 
exacting specification and is bespoke 
to each customer and the first Aero GT 
off the production line looks superb in 
every way. 

“It was a pleasure to reveal the car 
to the world just a few weeks ago, to 
see the first car leave the factory is an 
honour and I know the new owner will 
be delighted when they take delivery.” 
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Accountancy 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy 
services for the self employed, 
rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com 

www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE . 
QUOTATION BEATEN 

f Senior Citizen Discounts 

2 Year Guarantee I 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 
• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 


OAP 
DISCOUNTS 
FREE 

QUOTATIONS 



A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 


J P Cleaning 

SPECIAL HALF 
PRICE OFFERS 

Normal Price Special Price 
Carpets 12ft x 15ft £30 £15 

Lounge 12ft x 21ft £42 £21 

Stairs and Landing £38 £19 

Upholstery 

Chair £20 £10 

2seatersofa £32 £16 

3seatersofa £38 £19 

Carpets, Upholstery, 
Curtains, Leather 

0800 511 8454 Freephone 

07932 766162 Mobile 

0 ., Local Family Run Business Est 

Hi www.jptechniclean.co.uk 1994 




Carpentry 




Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


N 

G 


NEED EXTRA SPACE 
GARAGE CONVERSION! 


?... 

)NS 


Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 
► Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpentry.co.uk 



Double Glazing 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 
We repair, replace and service any misty glass 
Windows, Doors & Conservatories 
Handles, hinges, window & door locks adjusted & replaced 
WE PRICE MATCH 

■Hoi 543 504900 24 HRS 
K 07748 108035 


Est 30 

IS WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 


Driveways 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcot.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 


Fencing 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UP VC and composite doors 
also available 

Opening 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Hours 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX io™m n : F 5p m 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 10am - 2pm 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


B. J. FENCING SUPPLIES 


6' x 6' 


6'x5' 


STANDARD TANALISED 


£16.00 


£16.00 


Arch-Bow Tops @ £2.00 extra 10 Bar H/Duty @ £1.50 extra 


8-BAR OVERLAP 


STANDARD TANALISED 


£ 11.00 


£13.50 


Trellis & Picket Panels also at Lower Prices 


♦GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON SUPPLY & FIT* 

CONCRETE POSTS & GRAVEL BOARDS, TIMBER GATES, BALLAST, ETC. 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886369958 or 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, WS7 3XD 


P J BROADHURST FENCING 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types of fence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

You will be blown away by our prices! 

01922 611681 
07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhurstfendng.co.uk 



Gardening 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality U 
local service call: 

01922 509984 ^ r 
07939 503905 
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MOBILE 

HAIRDRESSER 

25years experience 
All Colour work, Cut/Blow dry 
Day appointments available 
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City*! 

Gulds 


Q2K3®m!MIl0 




Plumbing & Heating 


loiierjiviedicsi 

(West Midlands) 

Over 30 years’ experience 

• Servicing • Repairs 

• Gas Safety Checks 
• Factory Trained Engineers/safe 

• All Work Guaranteed 

Don't lose your boiler warranty book your service now 

Call 01922 446678 or 07973 784593 


HiotiruLlZzpx^^ 


07970 

310068 



J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 



Tel: 01922 443193 
Mob: 07809 431703 

Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Council Approve Contracts 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Fledge Trimming 
Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 
24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 



Roofing 


★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 



Call: 01922 711150 
07722 533247 


ALL 

AREAS 

COVERED 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED ON 



Lawn/Grass 
Cutting 
Services 


CA. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 



The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 


#socialmediatoo 
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Roofing 


T'N jmjb roofing services 

FIAT ROOFING SPECIALIST 

•IPDM RUBBER SYSTEMS • FEET SYSTEMS • FBSCIBS 
1 SOFFITS • GUTTERING • REPAIRS • RE-POINTING 




B Find us on: 

facebook® 

07778444401 TEL: 01002 250107 


Skip Hire 


£5 OFF 


on production 
of this advert 


01543370969 07951 579905 


HiTITTTJ^n 


YOUR BUSINESS 



1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING 


2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 


3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 


4. POST PRODUCTION 


5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 


CALL 


MNA M&ITAL 


Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 


Classified Ids 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


taBusasi 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Rascal 388x1 fast 6mph 
scooter, immaculate , 20 mile 
range, 21 stone capacity, pneu¬ 
matic tyres, full lighting Kit, Free 
delivery & warranty 
£795 

07718 089131 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


'N 


Leisure 

Time 



CALIBRE ACHIEVE 18 gear road 
bike with lights cost £525, hardly 
used, sell £295 ono. 

07891 664589. 

IJACKSON-HATELEY CYCLES! 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


BONANZA CLEARANCE SALE 

UP TO 20% OFF CYCLES! 
ALL SPARES & ACCESSORIES 
AT DISCOUNT PRICE 

24 hour repair service I All cycles fully guaranteed 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 T82344 
458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


QUALITY INDOOR 
BOOT SALE 

Pelsall Community Centre. 
Station Road. WS3 4BQ. 
Sunday 29th April 
9am-1pm. 

★ FREE ENTRY ★ 

Call Dawn U79737U5739 
tu bunk a table. 


* AFTERNOON ★ 
BEST BOOTSALE 
EVERY SUNDAY 

Cocksparrow Lane, Huntington, Cannock, WS12 4PB 

Sellers £5 - From 12 noon 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


* BEST * 
WEDNESDAY 
BOOTSALE 

Moving ivy House Farm, A461, 
Springhill, Muckley Corner, WS14 OBX 

★07890 267 041 ★ 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

★ All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
J *CASH* WAITING* J 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
J Call Billon 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


CARAVANS FOR SALE with 
seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £9,995 includes 
2018 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
828277. sales@clarachbay.com 


DOREMA GARDA AWNING 

charcoal and grey, 270 XL, 
size 15, glass fibre frame, with 
carpet to fit, only used twice. 

£450 ono. 

Call Phil 07766 830949 



FOLDING CARAVAN 


Two berth Gobur van, all 
weather, fully insulated, under 
floor heating, hot and cold 
water, 12V wheel drivers, spare 
wheel, hook up 240V, toilet 
room, porch awning, easy to 
erect and tow. 

£2,500 

07886 958972. 


Holiday Home for 
Sale-2014 


Willerby Vacation 2 bed, 6 
berth pre-loved £16,995 
On a Superb family friendly 
5 star park with outstanding 
facilities Nr Welshpool. 


www.gwernyddhall.co.uk 
Call Steve or Rob 
01686 650236. 


HOLIDAY HOME 
FOR SALE 

2012 ABI Ambleside 2 bedroom 
luxurious and spacious model 
£33,995 on an immaculate & family 
friendly 5 star park in the breath 
taking location of historic Harlech 
with spectacular beaches, castle 
and golf course minutes away 
www.minydonpark.co.uk 
call Jayne or Carl 01766 780286 


MONZA 2 BERTH caravan, fully 
equiped and complete with awning, 
as new condition, £1195 ono. 
Stonecross area. 0121 5884371. 


4 


TWIN AXLE 21 FT 
2010 ELDDIS CRUSADER 
SUPER CYCLONE 

4 berth, twin fixed beds. Top of 
the range, lovely caravan. 

£10,500. 

07454 449272. 


WESTFIELD AIR AWNING, £550 
o.n.o. Bailey wheel lock, £50. 
Towing mirrors, £10. Caravan 
steps, £10. 0121 532 4110. 


BUDE CORNWALL 2 BED 
CHALET sleeps 4 - 6, On 4* wood¬ 
land site, pool & free entertainment. 
May, June, Sep £130pw, July, 
£180pw, school Holidays £395pw. 
07974 226928. 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 


Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside bv waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 

Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 


JUMBLE SALE 

St Mary's Parish Hall, 
Leveson Street, Willenhall, 
WV13 IDA. 

Saturday, April 21. 
at flam. 

Admission 20p. 


Free 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Auctions 


ANTIQUE/ 
COLLECTABLES AUCTION 
CALFHEATH VILLAGE HAIL, 
CALFHEATH, CANNOCK, WV107DW 
MONDAY 23RD APRIL 
AUCTION STARTS 6PM - VIEWING 4.30PM 

07775 951464 




Home & 
Services 


Louis Taylor 

Art At^tmwnA MAmo 


House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 


BEDROOM FURNITURE 

Retro. H/board with b/s tables 
attached (2 drawers), dressing 
table inc 3 mirrors (6 drawers 
and stool, 3 drawer unit, linen 
chest, immaculate condition, 
cannot deliver. £450. 
01889 574079. 


GLASS TOPPED garden table and 
chairs, as new. £50. 

01889 582992. 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£1 7 each (inc vat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


AT SHEDRITE order Sheds, Cabins, 
Summerhouses/Playhouses. Wil¬ 
lenhall Rd WV1 2HQ 01902 450137 


C B SHEDS 

■sIfencing 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


SHEDS NOW 

Quality Garden Buildings 
Made to Measure at Competi¬ 
tive prices 

Sheds * Summerhouses * 
Planters * Arbours and more.. 

Now at Swan Pit, Gnosall, 
Stafford ST20 OEE 

www.shedsnow.co.uk 

0800 698 0093 


SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.87 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 

01543 276006. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


✓ A GENUINE ✓ 

LADY BUYER 

PAYS TOP CASH ON ANY 
TYPE OF GOLD 

Any type of gold wanted, e.g 9 carat 
gold. Jewellery from £300+ per oz. Any 
amount collected. Gold coins, silver, 
medals, bank notes, oriental items, 
anytging old, interesting or collectable 

Call Pauline on 
y 01922 495066 y 

Y or 07971 783206 ^ 


PORTABLE AIR CONDITIONING 

unit, as new, can deliver, £80. 
01889 582992. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 

IfL _ i 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


VINTAGE TOYS 

Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 


OMEGA WATCHES 

Wanted by collector, any 
condition considered, top prices 
paid, please 

Call Ken anytime on 
07984 047597. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


/~\/~\ /jXllULlAIIi BIBB 
/-VJ.\ /7VTTrriYi& 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 





“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 
Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


V_ 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 


Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


Carpentry & Joinery 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


V_ 


Carpet Fitters 


_! supplie_ 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 




Electrical Services 


MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


Fencing 




PORT WRy 
FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £.795 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 







■" 'll ■' 




“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 


being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/""' 1 
Free quote 


Gas Fitting 


OAKTREETREE SERVICES 

Covers all aspects of tree surgery, 
grass cutting and hedges. Garden 
clearances, turfing and fencing 


07427 060382 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Sen/ices 


> All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
^ || patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
_ www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 
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Gardening Services 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


h cooper & SON 
LANDSCAPING 


WE CAN TRANSFORM OR MAINTAIN YOUR GARDEN 

• Garden Walls • Turfing 

• Patios • General Gardening 

• Fencing N0 job TOO SMALL 

For high quality jobs done with pride and at a very fair price. 

Call: 07904 929632 


Home 

Improvements 


RTD Builders & 
Home Improvements 

• All general building work 
• Extensions & alterations • Kitchens 
& Bathrooms • UPVC Windows 
• Brickwalls & Patios 

Call Bob on 07710 611963 
davisrl 952@gmail.com 

\ 

House Clearances 

V_ 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

\ 

Kitchen Fitters 

v_ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

\ 

Landscaping 

V_I_ 

ADP LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES 

All garden, tree and jet 
washing work undertaken 
FREE QUOTES 

01922 331171 07779975563 

Painters/ N 

^ Decorators 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 

ADMJ 

Decorating & Maintenance 

City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
OAP Discounts 

FREE QUOTES 

07855 957935 01902 630028 

\ 

Plans Prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


Plans Prepared 


BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


Plastering 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 


MINT PLASTERING 


For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


Plumbing & Heating 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 


kllga; 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Fre« 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 


3 jo 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 


TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 
24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 
Call Trevor on 07791 319397 
www.tadplumbingandheatingwolverhampton.i 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


Removals 


A DJ REMOVALS/ house clear¬ 
ance/single item. Budget rates/reli¬ 
able. 01 902 652346 /07912 980177 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 


12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
■---862227. 


considered. Call on 07867 8 


Roofing 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofii 


>ofing & Scaffolding 
Rubber Roofing 

37 years experience 


37 years experit 

FREEPHONE 
( 0800 ) 220 - 729 


ROOFING 
& GUTTERING 


main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447 


MASONS R00FW0RKS 

A SMALL COMPANY WHO 
DO NOT USE CONTRACTORS. 
GUTTERS CLEANED OUT 
FROM £60 

Ridge Tiles Re-bedded/pointed 
New and Flat Roofs. 
Gutters and Fascias 
All aspects of Roofing undertaken. 
Free quotes. 

All Work Guaranteed. 

01922 278012 
0800 689 0932 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 




Skip Hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 



Recycling services 

01902 459667 
0121 558 2120 
01543 500 599 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 


w* 


■ 


“We are very happy with 
our Classified Contract 
within the Express & 
Star and the enquiries 
our adverts bring in.” 


Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 ftnl with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800 / 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 


GOLDSHILL SKIP & 
SELF DELIVERIES 

BRING YOUR WASTE TO US 

(any size vehicle) 

General, green, wood (can work out 
cheaper than a skip) 

OR 

HIRE A SKIP FROM US - 

Phone for prices 

0121 557 3346 

82 Pikehelve Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 OTU 



t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 


i 


“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from their 
Classified Campaign” 


For great business 
results call 

01902319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 




Pets & 
Animals 


teaia 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
ii Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 



NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


uaonsaosiH] 

J9accommodation.com 


CANNOCK Mobile home , one bed, 
CH, DG, 6 months minimum rent, 
over 50's only £130. 07512 347004. 


FURNISHED Studio Flat, Cannock, 
own bathroom, parking, laundrette, 
bills inclusive, deposit/ emoyers 
refs required. 01543 279435. 


ONE BED FLAT WILLENHALL 

Town Centre. New kitchen / bath¬ 
room. ElOOpwk. Deposit required. 
No texts. 07976 781003. 


LOOK 


WEDNESBURY 

2 bedroom semi detached 
house, lounge, kitchen/diner, 
fully enclosed garden, full D/G, 
gas C/H, all furniture included, 
quick sale required, cash offers. 
£110,000 ono. 

07774 526286. 


ini&Bi 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


SINGLE BRICKLAYERS 

CSCS cards / own transport. 
07976 917592. 


The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 


#socialmediatoo 


Properties Wanted 


Home Cash Buyer 


Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses / Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Vdua+ion?Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 

F05+ Sole? Yes/ Any Loc-a+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FKEE, 6UAKANTEED, instant o£-Per today! 



Call 01922 235 885 

or text "Cash" to 66777 
ye5homebuyer5.com 


Full Time General 


Experienced Saddler 


This is a piecework position completing saddles in which all 
prepared work is done and the trees are strained and bellied. 
With the continuing success of Albion’s high value saddle ranges 
the earnings potential in this role is more than £40,000 per annum 
within a business that offers long term job security. 

If you are interested - please send your CV to 
Mrs Dawn Wilkes, HR Manager, Albion Saddlemakers, 
Bridgeman Street, Walsall, WS2 9PG 
or call 01922 646210. Alternatively you can email 
your CV to dawn@albionsaddlemakers.co.uk 


EDWARDS MOORE 


Edwards Moore, The Estate Agency have two exciting 
opportunities within their sales operation. Having seen 
our market change over recent times, Edwards Moore 
have always kept abreast of technological advances and 
now need sales people who are driven to go out and sell 
what we believe is the best product in the market place. 
With a proven track record in Estate Agency the successful 
candidates will be keen to embark an on a career path which 
offers growth and opportunity. 

VALUER/MANAGER 

We need someone with at least 12 month's Valuing 
experience and the ability to manage a sales team, 
preferably in the Walsall area. This is not a 9 - 5 job as the 
more you put in the more you get out, but the expectation 
will be, you will be working Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm 
and alternate Saturdays 

SALES NEGOTIATOR 

We are looking for a motivated individual to work as part 
of a team. Ideally the successful candidate should have 
at least 12 month's experience in residential agency, 
preferably in the Walsall area. 

Working Hours Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm 
and alternate Saturdays 

Please apply in writing with details of experience 
and full C.V. to 

Cheryl Lewis 
Edwards Moore 
Estate House, Darwall Street 
Walsall WS1 IDA 

or email cheryl@edwardsmoore.co.uk 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 




01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 
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HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


PRESTIGE 


BMW 316i SE 

Auto, Silver, 52 plate, leather 
interior, FSH, 36,000 genuine 
miles. 

One owner. 

£2,500 

01543 451892/07950 
925798. 



FIAT 500 DIESEL BY 
DESIGN 
(model not fuel) 

2011, 55,600 miles, Diesel 
green metallic, EW, stop/start, 
AC, Bluetooth, usb, glass roof, 
CD player, CL, MOT, 1 previous 
owner, alloys, tinted rear 
windows, spare wheel, tool kit, 
fsh. 

£4,600 o.n.o 
07918 621300 (no text) 



FORD B-MAX 

16 plate, 10,000 miles, 
1388 engine, silver, petrol, 
one owner from new, 
black, alloys. 
Immaculate condition. 
£8,900 

07788 684373. 



NISSAN JUKE ACENTA 

2011, 22,000 miles, Premium, 
2 owners from new, main 
dealer service. All electrics, Sat 
Nav plus reverse camera. 
Unmarked alloys, MoT till end 
Sept 2018. 

£6,600 ono. 

07907 636212. 



PEUGEOT CONVERTIBLE 

Silver, 2007, 2 Itr automatic 
with hard top. 

Mot Oct 18, c/w alloys. 
46,000 miles, very good 
runner. A Bargain. 
£2,000 ono 
01543 573145 
07972 002617. 




DIESEL 


KIA CARENS 

54 plate, 

2.0 diesel, 
manual, 5 seater, 
AC, parking sensors, 
all electric windows, 
one owner, fsh, 
71k, MoT September. 
£950 o.n.o. 
07956134518. 



t th~t a 

PEUGEOT 307 

2007,67,000 miles, black, elec¬ 
tric windows, air bag, electric 
mirrors, air con, long MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
pas, alloys, CD. 

£1,100 ono. 

07812 248314. 


BARGAIN 


SUZUKI WAGON R 

04 reg, MoT, 1200cc, 
5 dr, high MPG, 
drives great, 
economicle. 

£795. 

07480 810850. 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



Clutches/Brakes/ 

Gearboxes 


WEST MIDS TRANSMISSIONS 

Reconditioned Gearboxes and 
Clutch Change. 07710 429803 


v lLc 

CROWN 

s 






Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 

07903 549849 

buyer will call 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002 / 01384 79090. 
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PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


Walsall Council, Planning, Engineering and Transportation 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2015 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 
Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or 
online www.walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made online, 
email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning, 
Engineering and Transportation, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 
IDG. Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this 
notice. Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the 
planning file which is a public document and will be available for inspection 
at the Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 

18/0398 Ali Saqib FOR: CHANGE OF USE FROM TRAVEL AGENTS TO HOT 
FOOD TAKEAWAY (RE-SUBMISSION OF 17/1634) AT: 83, MILTON STREET, 
WALSALL, WS1 4LA 


WILLIAM JOHN AMY 
(Deceased) 

Any person having a claim against or an interest in 
the Estate of William John Amy late of 5 Curtin 
Drive Moxley Wednesbury WS10 8RJ who died on 
01/12/2017 is required to send particulars thereof to 
the under named Solicitors no later than two calendar 
months from the date of publication of this notice after 
which date the Executor will proceed to distribute the 
Estate having regard only to valid claims and interests 
of which he has had notice, and will not, as respect of 
the property, so distributed, be liable to any person of 
whose claim he shall not then have had notice. 
GARSIDE & HOY 

21-23 The Bridge Wealdstone Harrow HA3 5AG 
(Ref: SB/A100580001) T527657 



|TYS| 

Tell Your Story. 

Life is short and your 
memories are invaluable, 
don’t let them be lost 
forever. 

Record your life stories 
today with a personal video 
biography and let your 
family legacy live on. 

Call us on: 07807 541966 
info@tel lyou rstoryu k.com 
www.tellyourstoryuk.com 
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SEARCHING FOR 
B DICKINSON 

Was a Welder at Birmingham 
Burner Middlemore Lane, 
Aldridge, Walsall. 

Please get in touch with Edith 
from Pelsall. 

Box Number P21142, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 



"The advert 
started on the 
Friday, sold on 
the Saturday!" 


"Sold quickly 
which was 
great" 


"I had to take 
advantage 
of the free 
repeats part of 
the package 
but it's still 
great that I 
sold the car" 


£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if 
you do not sell! 

Includes one week online 
and your local Chronicles 


TELEPHONE - 

01902 317878 

ON LINE - 

WWW. 

expressandstar. 

com/booanad 

IN PERSON - 
At your local 
Express & Star 
office 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 



n 


Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 

To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNA DIGITAL 






































































Denise Lewis after winning the gold in the Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur in 1998 


Champion Denise is keen to inspire others 



Denise Lewis celebrates winning the Gold medal in the Women’s 
Heptathlon at the Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia 



Denise Lewis celebrating winning the Gold medal in the Women’s 
Heptathlon at the Olympic Games in Sydney 


Champ Denise dreams of 
a new golden generation 


HAVING famously reached the 
pinnacle of her own sport by be¬ 
ing crowned Olympic champion, 
Denise Lewis wants to make it easier for 
future generations to chase their dream. 

Wolverhampton’s golden girl has once more 
been a regular presence on our TV screens, in 
her familiar role as pundit for the BBC during 
its coverage of the Commonwealth Games. 

Except this time, Lewis has more invested in the 
action than most. 

Since 2015, she has been president of Common¬ 
wealth Games England, the organisation responsible 
for, among other things, ensuring English athletes 
have the best chance to shine on the Gold Coast. 

Lewis and her team have spent time scouting train¬ 
ing venues, sourcing sponsors, while also focusing on 
the many and varied logistical demands of a major 
championship. 

We meet at the official announcement of a new 
sponsorship deal with the energy company, npower. 
Such things are often, understandably, overlooked by 
fans. 

Entwined 

Yet for Lewis - and more particularly the athletes 
- the two are often entwined. “Funding is tight,” she 
says. “We’re grateful to have these sponsors come on 
board. Of course it is great for the brand. But it is also 
about what we can do for the athletes and how we can 
continue to flourish.” 

Lewis replaced double Olympic champion Kelly 
Holmes in the role after England had finished top of 
the medals table at Glasgow 2014. 

“The challenges have been making sure we get the 
tone right, the right venues. 

“The checking back and forth, right from the Youth 
Games, that was important, where we bring on tal¬ 
ent, how we can support their pathway through to 
senior events?” 

Though three decades have passed since she trav¬ 
elled each day from Tettenhall’s Regis School to train 
in Birmingham - Lewis remains hugely passionate 
and acutely aware of her roots. 

“I think I mirror the beginning of many athletes, 
particularly from this region,” she says. 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Matt Maher 


“It’s a case of: ‘I’m here, 
I’ve got the vest, let’s see 
how I acquit myself with the 
challenges ahead’” 


“There was a lot of travelling, facilities weren’t al¬ 
ways brilliant. But having something to focus on, to 
express yourself, can really turn your life around. It’s 
that ripple effect, making someone else think differ¬ 
ently or join you in that journey. 

“I know who helped me along my way - my school¬ 
teachers, from primary to secondary and beyond, 
my work colleagues. That inspires me. How can we 
make a difference? How can we give athletes coming 
through a reason to compete for their country?” 

The theme of progression is one continually re¬ 
peated by Lewis and from an athlete’s perspective is 
often the very purpose of the Commonwealth Games. 

Often referred to as the ‘Friendly Games’ - it has 
a well-earned reputation as a breeding ground for fu¬ 
ture stars. There is no better example than Lewis her¬ 
self, who twice won Commonwealth gold before going 
on to be crowned champion at the Sydney Olympics 
in 2000. 

“The Commonwealth Games is so, so important. 
It’s integral to the pathway,” she says. “If you can 
win there, it can really hold you in good stead for the 
future. There are athletes going to these champion¬ 
ships with no senior international experience. 

“In my event for example, the heptathlon, Niamh 
Emerson has been selected for the first time, a great 
junior athlete and she’ll be using that opportunity to 
see how she will handle her nerves. 

“It’s a case of: ‘I’m here, I’ve got the vest, let’s see 
how I acquit myself with the challenges ahead’. 

“Being so far away from home, the jet lag, the dif¬ 
ferent time zone and the pressure of being such a big 
team. It’s very different. Then you’ll have the expe¬ 


rienced athletes who are at their second or third and 
will want to go out on a high.” 

According to Lewis, those experienced athletes also 
have a role to play in helping their younger team¬ 
mates move up to the next level. 

“You could be next to an Olympic champion, for 
example. You watch how they conduct themselves.” 

Though the entire England team consists of nearly 
600 competitors, most of Lewis’s attention during the 
Games will naturally be drawn to the track and field 
events. 

Lewis believes a busy year, with the World Indoors 
having already taken place and the Europeans sched¬ 
uled at the end of the summer - has perhaps added 
another layer of difficulty to a Championship where 
medals are typically expected rather than hoped for. 

“The ambition is big, we have a great team. But you 
know the friendly rivalry we have down under it’s not 
going to be easy. They (the Australians) prepared and 
up for the challenge. 

“A lot of athletes will have gone into the winter 
with real gusto, there are three big championships, 
the Commonwealth Games is one they’ll be citing 
where they can really make their mark. Some ath¬ 
letes aren’t able to win on the global stage. 

Deliver 

“But they can make sure they deliver in an environ¬ 
ment which is welcoming, they’ll have good weather 
and all things combined the optimistic ones will be 
looking to do really well. ” 

And four years from now it is this region which will 
take centre stage. 

The Perry Barr school in which we meet is barely 
15 minutes walk from the soon-to-be renovated Alex¬ 
ander Stadium, while a small, until now unremark¬ 
able corner of Smethwick will be the home of a new 
world-class swimming facility. 

Lewis has spent the morning running a coaching 
session for pupils and believes there has never been a 
better time to begin inspiring the stars of the future. 
“This is where we start sowing the seeds,” she says. 

“Something big is happening to Birmingham - it’s 
very exciting and children today in four years they’ll 
be in secondary school and hopefully doing more 
sport. One of these kids might be on the path to being 
involved in sport in a serious way. 


Staffs hit heights of 
aerobics excellence 

SOUTH Staffs Aerobics Club are targeting national glory after hitting the 
heights at the West Midlands Regional Championships. 

The club, which is based in Hawks Green, Cannock, produced a stunning 
series of displays that resulted in their best-ever haul of medals with all 28 
members returning home with a gold or silver. 

Gemma Chilton, who runs the club, was left staggered by the success. 

“This is our best year yet for sure,” she said. “We have been running for 
19 years. Last year we had gymnasts in the top six, but this year we went 
with 28 athletes and 11 partnerships and all 28 participants came back 
with a gold or silver medal, and eight of the partnerships won their grade.” 

Now South Staffs’ winners will go on to represent the club and the region 
at national level. The club are hoping to get more people involved. They 
have a range of ages, with their youngest participant being three years 
old, and the eldest 22. Gymnasts must be born between 1997and 2002. To 
arrange a trial email southstaffsacrobatics@yahoo.co.uk 


Oldswinford must 
play waiting game 

OLDSWINFORD cricketers must play a waiting game after rounding off 
their WCB Indoor League campaign with a victory. 

A final ball success against Chaddesley lifted Oldswinford to the top of 
the table and now they are sweating on the results from Stourbridge and 
Coombs Wood’s final games with both sides able to overhaul the leaders. 

Chaddesley posted 110-2 against Oldswinford, who were indebted to a 
fine knick from Tom Blunt in reply. 

He ended unbeaten on 37, hitting the winning runs off the final delivery 
of the game. Alex Bullingham also impressed with 25 not out. 

Quatt just missed out on recording their first win of the season in their 
final outing as they went down by seven runs to Pedmore. 

John Hurdman (26 not out) helped Pedmore to 105-3. 

Quatt started their reply impressively with Dan Plank (25 not out) lead¬ 
ing the victory charge. But they lost their way in the second half of the 
innings and were restricted to 98-3. 


400/1 for Wolves to 
be Premier champs 

WOLVES may have only just won promotion, but they already being priced 
up by bookmakers for their first season back in the Premier League. 

Nuno Espirito Santo’s men have been quoted as 400/1 by bet365 to 
become champions in their first season back in the top flight - a feat no 
team has achieved since Brian Clough’s Nottingham Forest won the title 
in 1977/78. 

Should your sights be set a little lower, you can get 20/1 for a top-six 
finish - which would see European football return to Molineux for the first 
time since the 1980/81 season. 

Odds are also priced at 7/4 for a top-half finish and 2/5 for a bottom-half 
position, while Wolves are as long as 5/1 to make an instant return to the 
Championship. 

Bet365’s Steve Freeth said: “There’s a bullishness from Wolves fans 
about their return to the Premier League and you sense the club aren’t 
returning just to make up the numbers.” 
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Nest off to 
dream start 
as Town slip 

Darlaston Town (1874) 1 Wrens Nest 3 

THE visitors made a dream start with 
a goal inside 90 seconds. A through ball 
found Stuart Hillman who shrugged off 
the challenge of Zuki Stanton before 
sliding the ball beyond keeper Aaron 
Morris into the far corner of the net. 

After both Scott Broadway and Danny 
Mayne failed to convert difficult chances, 
the equaliser eventually came on 15 
minutes, when an Ant Nicholls drive 
from 18 yards beat keeper Joe Gilbert. 

The goal gave Darlaston some confi¬ 
dence and they enjoyed a spell of pres¬ 
sure which could have seen them take 
the lead. Leading scorer Broadway beat 
two defenders before seeing his 15 shot 
hit the foot of the post and rebound to 
safety. Minutes later Nicholls unleashed 
a tremendous 25 yard shot which rattled 
the bar and bounced off the goal line. 

The visitors’ Hillman was rewarded 
for his running behind the defence in the 
30th minute when he picked up a Cham- 
bonda pass before easing past Stanton to 
set up Eddy Rann to side foot home from 
eight yards. 

In the opening minutes of the second 
half Sam Lynex had an opportunity to 
equalise but he delayed his shot allow¬ 
ing Nathan Guest to make an excellent 
blocking tackle to deny the youngster his 
first goal of the season. 

The visitors delivered the killer blow 
on 62 minutes when Hillman netted 
his 2nd goal of the game heading home 
Rann’s corner, as he stole in unmarked 
at the far post. Minutes later a superb 
Aaron Morris save denied Hillman his 
hat trick. The striker broke clear of the 
home defence, his 22 yard effort couldn’t 
beat Morris who made an excellent save . 

In the final 20 minutes Darlaston were 
chasing the game but they were unable 
to create any worthwhile chances. 

Baggies battle set 
to pack a punch 
for British title bid 

TENSIONS ran high as middleweights 
Tommy Langford and Jason Welborn 
went head-to-head at a press conference 
which took place ahead of their British 
Title fight at Walsall Town Hall on Fri¬ 
day, May 4. 

The pair met in the Bassett Suite at 
The Hawthorns, home of their beloved 
West Bromwich Albion last week. 

There were plenty of heated ex¬ 
changes as the duo met to promote 
‘Neutral Ground: Battle of the Baggies’, 
sponsored by Alliance Scaffolding and 
Grosvenor Casino Walsall. 

“I’m really looking forward to it,” 
Langford said. “I’ve got to hand it to 
Errol Johnson and BCB for making a 
great match-up and a great event. 

“This is my time,” added Welborn. 

Tickets are on sale now, priced at £50 
standard unreserved and £150 VIP Ring¬ 
side, from the Walsall Town Hall Box Of¬ 
fice 0845 111 2900. 


Harding highlight as Walsall fall victim to errors 


Cleobury Mortimer 34 Walsall 30 

THIS was Walsall’s first ever visit to Cleobury, 
and it will be one that they will wish to forget. 

They faced a team that have struggled this 
season and find themselves already relegated 
from Midlands Two West. But credit must be 
given to the Shropshire outfit for some excel¬ 
lent attacking rugby. Walsall were reasonably 
competent in their set plays, but in the open 
play situations they were often lethargic and 
were guilty of frequent errors. 

The only memorable moment of the game, as 
far as Walsall were concerned, came just after 
half time. This saw 18-year-old Jamie Harding 
make his debut for Walsall, coming onto the 
field as a replacement. 

Jamie is the son of Rob Harding, a former 
captain and director of rugby at Walsall, who 
had played over 400 games for the club. The 
second half kick-off was collected by Roger 



Jamie Harding goes over for a try on his debut 

Weston. The Walsall full back then made an ex¬ 
cellent 40m run and then found Harding in sup¬ 
port. The young flanker collected his first touch 
of the ball and then held off would be tacklers 


as he made a 25m try scoring run! This try and 
Weston’s conversion had given the visitors the 
lead for the first time. 

The hosts were in front after two minutes 
of the match, as Gittings finished off a flowing 
attack. A Weston penalty then gave the visi¬ 
tors their first points. Another Cleobury try 10 
minutes later came as fly half Bills cut through 
the Walsall defence, with Edwards converting. 
The next 10 minutes were Walsall’s best period, 
No8 Hal Gozukucuk, finally crossed the try line. 
Weston added the conversion. 

But it wasn’t long before the brittle Wal¬ 
sall defence was breached once more. Flanker 
Samways going through some feeble attempted 
tackles for a try which Edwards converted. 

Eventually, just before half time the Delves 
Road team did put together a sustained try 
scoring attack. Once again it was a Gozukucuk 
run that instigated the score, eventually young 


winger Jordan McColl showed good speed and 
strength to run in the try, with Weston con¬ 
verting. Even then, another error at the restart 
eventually led to Edwards kicking a penalty for 
the hosts on the stroke of half time. 

The visitors eased into a 27 - 22 lead after 
another offside gave Weston another successful 
penalty kick. 

Walsall’s advantage was short lived as, once 
again, they failed to deal with the restart. The 
Shropshire team regained possession and with 
some good inter passing flanker Leach went 
over for the try with Edwards adding the con¬ 
version. 

Late in the half Weston put over a 45m pen¬ 
alty to give his team a one point advantage. This 
was short lived however as another Cleobury 
attack off a scrum resulted in replacement Bird 
going over wide out for what proved to be the 
winning score. 


SADDLERS LET 
DONS TRIUMPH 



IN any season that ends in rele¬ 
gation, there is always a defin¬ 
ing moment. 

And Walsall now have it all to do, 
to ensure Saturday’s defeat was not 
theirs. 

At half-time, the Saddlers not only had the 
game against AFC Wimbledon won, they also had 
their League One status as good as secured for 
next year. With a 2-0 lead in their pocket, a draw 
from one of their last four games would surely 
have been enough beat the drop. But a poor sec¬ 
ond-half display saw them snatch defeat from the 
jaws of victory. 

The early stages of this crunch relegation 
six-pointer were the best the Saddlers have per¬ 
formed under Dean Keates. They could have been 
three up even before Jack Fitzwater gave them 
a sixth-minute lead. Luke Leahy saw a rasping 
drive parried away by George Long. 

George Dobson then had a goal-bound strike 
hacked away by Darius Charles. So when Fitzwa¬ 
ter did glance home an Erhun Oztumer free-kick, 
it was no more than Keates’ side deserved. 

Wimbledon saw more of the ball for the rest of 
the half. But they created very little. 

And then Julien Ngoy - who had otherwise 
been anonymous - produced a moment of magic 
just seconds before the break. 

After collecting Nicky Devlin’s ball down the 
line, the Stoke loanee brilliantly lifted the ball 
between two defenders. 

He then raced into the box before keeping his 
composure to find the bottom corner. 

Walsall were comfortable. And all they had to 
do was keep things tight at the start of the second 
half. But Devlin gave them just that when he al¬ 
lowed Andy Barcham to enter the box before then 


recklessly bringing him down. Lyle Taylor took 
the spot-kick. And while his effort was brilliantly 
saved by Liam Roberts - Joe Pigott slammed in 
the loose ball. That penalty gave Wimbledon all 
the impetus. 

The Dons had switched from a 4-3-1-2 system 
to 3-5-2 at half-time. But Walsall could not keep 
the ball with Amadou Bakayoko and Ngoy utterly 
toothless. Long’s route one ball forward took out 
the entire Walsall defence, . 

Taylor producing an outstanding finish to fire 


in on the half-volley. The Dons continued to be 
the better side from that point on, but it looked 
as if Walsall would hold on for a point. 

But in the fifth minute of added time, referee 
Mark Heywood awarded the visitors another pen¬ 
alty. 

It was given for nothing other than a simple 
coming together between between Taylor and 
Kory Roberts. But the forward made the most of 
it and Dean Parrett then fired in to complete an 
unthinkable come-back. 


Wednesbury 
show their 
class to win 

Bloxwich 10 Wednesbury 38 

AFTER securing promotion last week, 
Wednesbury travelled to play local rival 
Bloxwich for their final league match 
of the season. It took Wednesbury just 
three minutes to take the lead when 
they were awarded a penalty, and Matt 
Dale converted the kick. Five minutes 
later Josh Harris received the ball from 
the lineout and dashed over the line for 
a try, Dale converted. 

With 30 minutes gone John McGregor 
made a breakthrough for Wednesbury, 
from the scrum, diving over the line, 
Dale kicked the conversion. Within a 
few minutes Wednesbury did it again 
with some superb passing off the ball, 
Stan Zvidi received the ball to race over 
the line for the try, Dale again, on target. 

Then it was Bloxwich’s turn, with 
a scrum close to the Wednesbury line, 
they managed to push Wednesbury back 
before diving over the line for the try, no 
conversion. In the second half, Bloxwich 
had control of the game for the first 15 
minutes, in which they scored a try. 

But then, from a line out on the Blox¬ 
wich five metre line, the ball went to 
ground and Wednesbury’s John McGre¬ 
gor dived and stretched just enough to 
get his hands on the ball for his second 
try, Dale converting again. 

A loose pass was latched onto by Dale, 
who ran virtually the full length of the 
pitch to score under the posts, with a 
final score from Dale. 


★★★ 
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Mon-Fri 9am-5.15pm 
Sat 9am-3pm Closed Sundays 

Unit 4, Portland Street, Walsall 

Tel: 01922 641377 


The company that cares 







BESPOKE FULLY FITTED KITCHENS 

Free design service 
Home survey 
All work fully guaranteed 
Massive choice 
Supply only of fully fitted 
Unbelievable choice of worktops FREE EASY PARKING 


Why n 
our sh 

Family run business 
Est 35 years 


\ 


4 


I 


v 



















